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Major George Warhurton^-' exammed.-^^Oih 
May 1834. 

VOU have mentioned^ that the people in a 
part of Clare were in great wretchedness ; will you 
nave the goodness to describe the state in which 
the persons you allude to are, both with respect 
to tneir habitations, their clothing . and their 
food"?— Generally speaking they are very badly 
clothed, their habitations are certainly of a very 
wretched description. 1 think one of the greatest 
miseries to which I have known them reduced is, 
that generally speaking their bed is common to 
both sexes, without distinction; and indeed, in 
one instance, a priest, a very respectable person, 
told me that he had reason to think, that from 
that prpmiscuous cohabitation the people. were 
accustomed to, he very often was called upon to 
christen children whose fathers could not be 
named to him ; with respect to their food, I think 
it is probably rather better than it is in other 
parts, for. this reason, that they are supplied with 
fish, generally speaking, as what they call a 
kitchen to their potatoes. 

Are there chimnies, in general, to their habita- 
tions ? — I think,, that latterly they are improving 
their habitations in that respect, but there are 
many that have not chimnies. 

Are the class of persons you have described, 
freeholders of the county? — Upon my word, 
many oF them, I believe are freeholders ; kna I 
think there is very little distinction between the, 
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wretchedness of the forty-shilling freeholders and 
of other individuals. 

Have you any means of forming a judgment 
whether such persons Value the possession of the 
elective franchise ? — Unquestionably the value it 
in this respect, that it, as far as the arrangement 
goes, makes them landholders, and gives them a 
title to get possession of land which they other- 
wise would not get, and I believe in no other 
Way do they value it. 

Have you ever had any communication with 
any of the persons as to their estimate; of the 
value of the elective franchise? — ^At this moment 
I cannot remember an instance ; but I know, 
that generally, every forty-shilling freeholder is 
considered the property of his landlord ; that he 
has no choice of his own. I believe there is not 
one of them considers that he could oppose the 
landlord if he chose to ask him to vote ; I know 
of no instance in which they could. 

It is scarcely necessary to ask, whether you 
t>elieve that they exercise any freedom of choice 
on such an occasion ? — I do not believe they do» 

Have not the peasantry, in the western parts 
of the county of Clare, great facilities from the 
great abundance of sea shells and manure ?-^ 
Very considerable ; and it it was not for that 
advantage their wretchedness would be extreme. 

Do they not obtain a much greater produce 
from the land than in other parts of Ireland, ia 
consequence of that circumstance ? — I do not 
know thiit they obtain a greater produce, but they 
obfoinf produce with less labour and difficulty.* 

What IS generally the amount of the quantity 
of land which each individual holds?— That 
would, go into a great extent of description I 
think, because in many parts of that district thi? 
priginal taking is probably ten or twenty acre?, 
and that has now been subdivided into the 
tmallest portions that one can cbaceivci almost to. 



wliat they call gardens, by i^ose persons who 
have taken them originally, giving them over to 
their &ons and their sons-in-law ; and indeed the 
part of the country that I speak of apped^s 
almost a continued village, it is so studded with 
cottages, and so divided into these small gardens. 
. Of what baronies do you speak? — I speak of 
the three western baronies, Moyferia, Ibrickin, 
and Corcomroe. 

- On the average, what extent of land should 
you think the peasantry, the actual cultivators, 
hold? — I should say,' from one to two acres wks 
•about the average, generally. 

Have they not frequently a cow ?— Not fre- 
quently ; there are several of them who have> 
but a great proportion of them have not. 

. HaVe they not frequently boats ? — In the part 
•to which I allude, the nature of the coast does 
not admit of boats. They have what they call 
•canoes, which are made of wicker-work, covered 
with horse skin, in which they go out to fish ; 
but they have not regular boats, except on the 
-river Shannon. 

Have not they great means of increased cona- 
forts by the fisjueries which they cultivate oti 
that coast? — I have already said, that the reht 
is partly paid^y the fishery, and that gives them 
additionaLcomfort, inasmuch as in many etises 
it gives them what they call kitcbea for their 
potatoes ; in that respect it is a great acconimo* 
elation to them. 

Had ypu any means of comparing the hal)ita- 

^tiops and comforts qf these, people with thoafe 

.personsjn other parts of Ireland; this particular 

county. in the eastern baronies, for instance ?-^ 

.1 was at one time in the north of Ireland ; I viras 

iu the centre of Ireland, i|nd in the west. I 

think there is a sort of gradual scale of con)fort* 

..able appearance ; the people, in the midland 

.counties are mor^ comfortable than, those ia the 
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west^ and those in the north are still more com«* 
fortable than th<ey ar<3^ 

JTie Hon. Mr. Justice Day^ ewamined. — i^d 
June 1824. 

. Iniadditioa to the want of employment, and 
the absence of the great landed proprietors in the 
connjty of Kerry^ what other predisposing causes 
to disturbance should you enumerate ; are there 
any other predisposing causes to disturbance?^^ 
Whatever causes produce immorality, necessarily 
produce and lead to a good deal of violation of 
the law ; for instance, the forty-shilling freeholdf 
ers, the*^ multiplication of which has been so ex- 
cessive as to exemplify all the benefits of universal 
suffrage in that country. This multiplication and 
.rage for forty-shilling freeholders leads to all 
manner of offences and vices, to perjury, drunken^ 
ness,. bribery, rioting and idleness ;^ and that I 
thinkas a cause which will predispose and pre^ 
pare for bad impressions. 

Will you state to the Committee in what way 
you conceive the forty-shilling freeholders pro- 
duce ill effects in Ireland ? — The forty-shilling 
freeholder in Ireland votes out of a lease, ana 
Uiat lease is of the smallest possible quantity of 
property, either perhaps a cabin or a very small 
piece of ground for a potatoe.garden, and out of. 
that, on which he barely subsists, it is, that, this 
independent constituent is supposed to be en- 
titled to vote ; he is registered upon his positive 
affidavit but of this wretched holding, as a free- 
hold worth 40^. a year; this surely is but a 
mockery of a freehold. He and his brethren 
are, driven by the landlord into the hustings, as 
a salesman drives his flock into the market. 
.They have no.will, property, judgment or know- 
ledge of their own to guide or govern them. I 
remember one of such a herd^ when a^^ked at ^ 
thehu^tingp, for whom be would vote^ answered^ 



for Ladi^ Kitigstoti ; he lisid bieeii, I suppose^ a 
iteieholmt Upon her ladyship*s eSi^te. iPhose 
fortv-rBhiUing freeholders are vety Utltike jtldei^d 
tb the ^ofistitutional freeholders and constituents 
of England b( the sartie denomination^ who all 
Vote out of inheritances and independent pro* 
piertles, taoi-e ot Jess ; that is a species of pro- 
perty unknown in Ireland among tnose wretched 
forty-shilling freeholders. The systfetti is & sort 
of univef sal feutfrage ; thus the bejgafy of the 
couiity dects, and the properly of the Cbatitty 
18 entirely out of the case. A c6unty adven- 
turer multiplies upon a waste or a moss^ a tnob 
of freeholders, and thus becomes a Very consi- 
derable gentleman in the country. Thfa liniita- 
tton of the eleOtive franchise was created, I 
believe, in Henry the Siitth*s time, when the 
iutti of 40^.. according to Mume, Was eqlial 
about to 36/. in his day* I Would ^dopf the 
$pirit and not the letter of that limitation, saVe 
in the case of inheritances, &u(!h as they have in 
England. In England there is no instance^ I 
believe, of voting out of small leaseholds. 

In point ot fact, each of those freeholders 
ought, according to law, to have a 40^. value in 
the leasfe oVer and above his rent ? — ^Yes. 

is that, in point of fact, the case ? — He ge- 
nerally assumes a nominal rent, and then if it be 
Worth any thing it must be worth 40^. a year, if 
it be a place in which he can lay his head. 

ts not the effect of this system tb throw Irish 
counties almost entirely into the hands of an oli*- 
garehy ? — Yes ; thui^ in the county which I am 
best acquainted with, it threw the nomination 
of one 'of the members into the hands of a single 
individual, certainly an individual of very con- 
siderable estate, but still he was but an indivi- 
dual. Here was but the Opinion of only one 
itaan, ^nd all th6 Other constituents of tfaecbunty 
ifi^treidtttof the questibn. 



Does not this system tend to the great multi^ 
plication of small tenements?— Yes ; of miserable 
tenements indeed. 

Do you think that tends to produce misery 
amongst the people ? — I am sure it produces a 
great deal of vice, perjury and intoxication, bri- 
bery and idleness ; it brings them in mobs' to 
contested elections of the country, whore there 
lis all manner ot immorality and profligacy prac- 
tised; this abandoned spirit diffuses itself till it 
corrupts the whole mass, and prepares the pea- 
santry for all the excesses and disorders so fa- 
miliar in the country. 

Have not the landed proprietors, who have a 
view to political interest, a temptation to split 
their property into too small holdings, and 
thereby to increase very greatly the population ? 
— I think the course is generally to let the lands 
in large farms, and then the middle man divides 
and subdivides into those minor holdings, 

Put the middle man divides and subdivides 
according to the pleasure of the original land- 
lord ?— Those are often the terms upon which 
he gives the lease. 

Is there frequently an understanding between 
the landlord and the middle' man, that he shall 
make as many freeholders as he can ? — Yes. 

And that frequently becomes the means by 
which the middle man is to get into favour with 
the original landlord ? — Yes. 

Are you acquainted with the state of the 
population upon the bishop's property, or th^ 
college property of Ireland ? — I cannot say that 
I ani. 

Are you acquainted with any tracts of land 
which are collegiate r— I travel frequently 
through college land, in the county of Kerry, 
'which is in a most exhausted and uncultivated 
state ; so generally are bishop's lands, and so 
they will ' continue until bishops be allowed 19 
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Ireland', as they are in England, to make leases 
fof lives. 

Do you conceive that the population is less, 
or the property less subdivided upon that college 
estate, than it is upon the neighbouring estates, 
where freeholds are or may be granted? — I do 
iiot. 
Justin M^ Carty, Esq. examined, — "JthJune 1 824« 

You have mentioned that you thought the 
granting the elective franchise in 1793 is a cir- 
cumstance that has contributed to the spirit of 
disturbance that has prevailed in Ireland ; do yoa 
me^n that the measure was an incomplete tnea- 
sure, and either ought to have been withheld 
altogether, or more conceded with it? — My own 
opinion (it being only a matter of opinion) is, 
:that*the nation were not at that time prepared 
for such a measure ; I think it admitted a great 
propDrtion of the lower order to a privilege that 
they were not prepared for at the time. It 
induced the gentleman to subdivide his ground^ 
or to get his tenants to subdivide it ; it induced 
ihim to do so for the purpose of creating* parlia- 
mentary influence. 

Did it not excite a desire on the part of the 
people to obtain further political concessions ?— r- 
It certainly did on a great portion of the people. 

Under the present circumstances of the coun- 
try, and the state of disability under which the 
Catholics labour, what is your opinion with re- 
spect to the expedience of granting emancipa- 
.tion ? — I conceive that Roman Catholic emanci* 
pation, if granted, and accompanied wjth some 
measure that would have a tendency to reduce 
the elective franchise would be of service. 

You would propose to abolish the forty-^shill- 
'ing freeholders ? — rYes. 

Have you always been of that opinion ?-^.No, 
I have not ; I was of opinion that Roman Ca- 
tholic emancipation would have been a dis-ser- 
yice to the country; I have, from conceiving 
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that it actually could do no harm^ and might 
produce some good (though I am not aware oi 
the immediate good), formed an opinion that it 
might be ot service, it might take away frbitl 
those individuals, who I think are disposed to 
throw the country into unpleasant circumstancei^ 
a ground of complaint ; and I think it might 
COncihate the Roman Catholic gentry of the 
country. 

Do yott think that Catholic emancipation 
should be accompanied with any other measure^ 
to render it of the utility which you conceive 
would arise from it ? — I think that the reduction 
of the forty-shilling freeholders would be a use-^ 
lul measure^ 

Justin M^ Catty J Esq. examined. — SM Jun^ 
1824« 

Your observation only extends to forty-shilHng 
freeholders, who derive their freehold by laha 
by tilling and grasling ?-^No, it does not ; it ex^ 
tendft to forty*shilling freeholders in towns. 

You must be aware, that there are a great 
number of highly respectable persons, who 
have only forty-shilling freeholds derived from 
houses ? — I am also aware, that there are respec*- 
table persons who are only forty-shilling freehold- 
ers by tilling and grazing, under the preient 
systen). 

Are there many persons who have houses, who 
pay a very considerable sum per annum for those 
bouses, who have only forty-shilling freeholds, 
that may have twenty-pounds or fifty-pound free- 
holds ? — I am aware there are ; but I am also 
aware, that in many instances, freeholds ar» 
iTfeated in towns. I could state two instance. 

Has the population increased very much in the 
nart of the country you are acquainted with ?--« 
Yes, I think it has. 

Can you state the causes of that increase ?-««- 
I conceive the causes which I have already men- 
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lioned, the subdivision of lands ; the difficulty of 
preventitig the growth of families upon farms. 

To what do you attribute this subdivision of 
lands ? — I have already stated, that one cause i 
think, was the elective franchise ; another cause, 
vvas the facility of raising incomes. 
By sub-letting? — By sub-letting. 
Do you apprehend, that the practice of giving 
portions of land to the son upon his marrying, 
and the father getting the wife's fortune, has <?on- 
Iributed considerably to augment the number of 
sub-lettings ? — I do think so, considerably. 

Tliat is the practice in your county ? — ^That is 
the practice iti my county. 

Have landlords endeavoured to prevent tl^e 
subdivision of their estates ?— Several have. 

Why have they not been able to succeed ?— 
If a landlord has set ground on lease, with a non- 
alienation clause in that lease, and he wishes to 
takeadvantageof that non-alienation clause, andl 
consults his attorney on the subject, the attorne|r 
will inform him that he may proceed, but he will 
not succeed. . . 

Is not the non-alienation clause a condition ia 
the lease, generally speaking, that if the land is 
so underlet, a penalty shall be paid ? — In some 
instances it is ; in others, it is generally, that 
they shall not underlet, and a power of re-entry. 
Why are landlords unable to enforce those 
clauses? — The practice of the court is against 
them ; the decisions of the courts, I understand, 
in several cases have been against the landlords. 

Do you mean the decision of the juries ? — ^The 
/decisions both of the juries and the courts above ; 
the superior courts. 

Are the juries interested in coming to those 
decisions ? — There can, I believe, be no jury 
constituted,, where there may not be some indi- 
viduals interested. 

Interested as middle men ? — Ii^t^reited in 
some instances, as middle men. 



12 

Then, in point effect, the landlord is not able 
to preserve his property from the injury that is 
done to it by this system of underletting ?— -I 
conceive not, I have always understood not. 

Do you not conceive, that the want of that 
power is attended with great injury to property, 
and also great injury to the public? — I do, 

%Tx)hn ODrischol, Esq. €a:amined.^^lbfh June 
1824. 

With respect to the possession ot the elective 
franchise by the lower orders of the people, ac* 
cording to the mode in which forty-shilling free* 
holders are now registered, do you think that 
tlH)se who exercise the right are elevated in their 
own notion by the possession of that franchise?— 
I think in the towns that they are, but in the 
country that they are not, because in the country 
they act merely by the directions of their land- 
lords ; they consider that they are bound to do so^ 

Generally speaking, they implicitly obey the 
direction they receive? — Generally speaking they 
do. 

Do you think that, in their own scale of ex* 
istence, they are raised by its possession or other- 
wise ?-^l think they are not at alK 

Do you hot think that iq some points of view 
they are degraded by possessing it ? — I think in 
some points of view they are ; because, being 
obliged to obey the landlords, it is of course a 
degradation in the exercise of that right. 

Have you ever had an opportunity of observing 
that those who are registered in this manner as 
freeholders, (the question refers to those who are 
not bond fide freeholders, but who are registered 
for freeholds) are more poor and dependent than 
tenantry who are not registered ? — It frequently 
happens so. 

Have you not known instances where that Aor 
pendence is increased and continued by those who 
pavfe the authority over them, with a view ot 
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having a more entire contrbulover tliem m dase 
of electipas ? — I have no doubt that may be the 
case in some instances. 

What is the feeling, generally, of Catholics at 
present with regard to the possession of this fran-« 
chise^ do they consider it a political advantage to 
their body? — ^Theydo; they consider it an ad- 
vantage to their body ; but the general feeling, I 
think, is, that they would be very glad to get rid 
of the fortv-shilfing freeholders, provided the 
question of emancipacion was settled, but not 
otherwise* 

Wtiy not otherwise ?— Because they think the 
forty-shilling freehold system contributes greatly 
to the weignt and importance of the Catholic 

That is on account of their numerical supc* 
riorjty? — Yes. 

Do they think that the Catholic freeholders 
are^ generally speaking, inclined to vote for those 
who are the friends of their emancipation in pre^ 
ference to others, unless compelled by their land- 
lords to vote for others ? — I think they are, an(J 
in some cases they would make a struggle to do so« 

But in very few instances have they resisted 
the direction of the landlords? — In the towns 
they are not at all under the directions of the 
landlords. 

But the freeholders in towns are hot, generally 
speaking, the class you have been describing? — • 
Ihere are great numbers also in the country who 
would vote independently. 

Do you consider that a modification of the 
elective franchise, with a view to the limitation 
of the number of electors by raising the qualifica- 
tion, could take place without danger to the state, 
unless accompanied by some concession to the 
Catholic population of Ireland ?— rl think, unless 
accompanied with Catholic emancipation, itwouM 
be extremely dangerous to alter the law as it at 
present stands. : 
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Hftue you any doubt, that the si]ggestk)n>>ip an 
alteratiDA in the law in this particular, untess ae- 
c^nf>anied by Catholic emancip^attdri, woultt 
produce the greatest possible irritation through* 
oat tlie country ? — I have no doubt that it would ; 
I am sore it would^ : ^ ^ 

jpr.*/. R. Elmore. ea^amined^-^lQth J^urn^ 1834^ 

Do you believe, that the forty-sbiHrng freehold 
trf^tm has had the effect of promoting the* Sub- 
division o( land ?— -Indeed, in some iiistahces it 
has ; for instance, Lord Carberry, who rs a neigh- 
bour. I know, that prior to the last electiort, he 
^ade great exertions, in common with the other 
landlords, to make freeholders. * ^ - 

What do you conceive to be the reason, that 
Ikudlords have allowed their property to be' sub- 
divided in the manner you have described ; 
have they had the means of preventrag itf-^I do 
not think they have generally had the meatis of 
preventing it, for their grounds had been Jet on 
iease, and till the termination of those leased 
they have no coritrol over it. ' 

• Are you aware, that where they have at- 
tempted to prevent under-letting, by non-aliena- 
tion clauses, they have not been able to suc- 
ceed? — ^In a conversation I had with Lord 
.Shannon, 1 told him I was much surprised that 
the Irish landlords did not* do as the English 
landlord did, with respect to clauses of non- 
alienation and the mode that is here pursued in 
England, by dictating to the tenant what course 
of cropping he shall pursue, which is found to 
be highly important and necessary, because the 
poor land-holder can make no experiments ; and* 
if you will only state to him the result of your 
heading and your information, and lay down a* 
plan for him to pursue the course of cropping 
that is best suited to hi^ groimd, you would 
give him the benefit of your knowledge, and you 
would greatly benefit him and yourself thereby. 
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Yqu cMn^ioned that yoa uked Lord Shannon 
why tie did npt adopt that practice, what was hii 
^n^^^r ?-^His an9^er was, that it was itnpossi^ 
bii& under the existing laws; for that he bad 
taken opinions upon those clausest &i^d that he 
found that all these kind of things were not Md 
tangible in law; that they were not, in fact* 
to be available ; that the tenant holding the land 
at a certain rent, if he paid that rent, that he 
li¥as exoners^ted from ail obligation. 

The Right If on. Denis Browne ea^amined.*^ 
23d Feb. 1825. 

Did it ever occur to you, that it would b^ de«i 
airable to make the aboiftion ot the forty-shiUing 
freeholders a part of Catholic emancipation }r^A 
great part of the interest of my family depends 
upon forty-shiUing freeholds of the Catholic 
persuasion, so that you could not apply to any 
person who v^ould be less likely to give you fair 
information upon that subject ; but if you can 
prevail up>n the forty-*shilling freeholdersai i^ 
£ngland, and upon the forty-shilling freeholder^ 
in the north of Ireland, who are a very sturdy 
race of men ; if you can prevail upon them, you 
can do it with the Roman Catholics, but modt 
undoubtedly it must be a general measure; if 
the object is a free and fair election ; if the ob- 
ject is, that a man should represent the fair sense 
df the county, undoubtedly the forty*shilling 
fi:^hold system is entirely against that ; It is thif 
foirty^billing freehold system that gives the 
Protestant aEKsendancy in the country, because 
there is my Lord he has three thousand 

registered freeholders upon his estate, and so 
have many others ; they go with the Protestant 
landlordj and they extinguish the Roman Car 
tholiQ interest^ consisting of middle men ai)d 
f«Mrmer«. 

. What is your opinion of the effect of the. Re- 
gist!y Act? — I thmk the effect of the R^istry 
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Act is certainly to bring forward the people that 
are to vote every seven years, into the view of 
those that are interested in it, and thereby it 
may be some check upon them ; but the present 
electiort laws are all for the encouragement oi 
fictitious votes, because they give no. power of 
exammiog at all; any man that is registered 
must vote ; and as to going to a petition after- 
wards, that is quite out of the question ; we can 
hardly stand the expence oi an election, much 
less of a petition. . 

What do you suppose would be the effect 
upon three thousand forty- shilling freeholders, 
if the priests were to order them to vote against 
the interest of their landlord? — It is only where 
they are broken landlords, where they are ab- 
sentee landlords, that it has any effect ; but as to 
its having any effect where that landlord is resi- 
dent, it would not be permitted at all ; I should 
not have the least fear of it ; I am sure there is 
no person in the world they are so much against 
as me, and there is not one of my constituents 
that has not a placard against me every week ; at 
the same time I have not the least fear about 
them. 

A. M. Btake^ Esq. examined* — 2bth of Fe^ 
brttary 1825. 
Do you think that the settlement of what you 
call the Roman Catholic question, and the 
making a provision for the Roman Catholic 
clergy, such as they would be willing to accept 
of, , would, or not, be calculated to give addi^ 
tional security to the Protestant establishment ia 
Ireland? — I think that settlement, upon wise 
and sound principles, would be, above all others, 
a measure calculated to give strength to the 
establishment, and repose to the country; I think 
the present slate of the law is obviously errone- 
ous ; it is calculated not to secure, but to endan- 
ger the establishment; it creates bad feelings. 
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and affords no security against them. The Act 
of 1793 took things at the wrong end ; it elevated 
the lower orders, and, left the higlier in a state of 
depression. The security of the Protestants in 
Ireland is in the strength of property against 
numbers ; what you have done is to grant to t(>e 
Roman Catholics a privilege in which number 
tells against property, and to withhold a privi- 
lege in which property tells against number ; 
you allow the lowest orders of the people to vbtei 
and you do not allow the higher orders to sit. I 
certainly should consider, in the settlement of 
the Catholic question, if ever it is to be settled,' 
that the qualificatian for the exercise of the elec- 
tive franchise in counties^ ought to be reviewed 
and altered. 

Do you think that a raising of the qualification 
that should entitle the freeholder to vote, would 
be calculated to meet the mischief you have 
adverted to ? — I think it would in a very great 
degree ; though I am a Roman Catholic, I speak 
with a sincere desire, that whenever the Catholic 
question is settled, the rights of the established 
church should be secured ; and I think they 
would be secured in proportion as you increased 
the political power of property, converted public 
discontent into satisfaction, and engaged the 
Catholics in the setvice of the State, by adequate 
honours and rewards. This would attract all 
the hopes aiid desires of the Catholics to the 
State, and would counteract any bias they might 
have against the Church, which is cofinected 
with the State, by an indissoluble union; and 
must therefore «tand or fall with it. 

Do you think .that raising the qualification 
for the exercise of the elective franchise, it it was 
accompanied with the settlement of the great 
iquestion you allude to, woiild be very unpopular 
amongst the body of Roman ' Catholics P—^My 
opinion is that it would not; it is podsible thai 

B 
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«gi(ii^t: th^t, M Hgiliiit any thing tlsc, « eiy &r 
% iliqil)<in( €0uld )p^ vaUed, b^t I da not tfuiik 
fhs^ ^qy p^rni^Qeiit fi^liag of diaeontenfc woiild 
1^ pix^KfHiP^ ^y it?. 

H^t"!^ y^li ^n yo w QhacirvattoBft at ta tho state 
cif tb^ ^^iitfiy )p Ir^l^kwi, fnrom what you Jbam 
j^oiif^l^sf^c^a ^nd t^raed ia aommunicatioa with 
qthf^fS) h%d fny ce^o^n lo ibiBl^ that the want of 
a i^!$fi»ppl|at|le yeomani^y is a6»ong8t the evib that 
iH^i ^mik^ry labi]^r9 irad^ 3^^f think it k one 
piajiq o|U$^ c^ th^ e^iU that the country laoojuvs 
Uadfmr^ %ad niy notio^^ in neooioi^Biending a 
chaiig^uin the qu^liftoa^ioo for the exerciae al the 
el^tiy# frmicb;i9^9 i^ o^aterially infl.ueaqed by the 
l^ctpe^ tlHtt^ H w^Mld indiiw ^tlemen who w^ieh 
to have political in6uence in Ireland, instead 
^ f^ta^Xi^g oMt th^ir Uod among&t a mob of 
i^^f^N^^ecl ^ottiffi^ tp rai9« up and encourage 
(lpjfr%gVOHftH of: j^ re$.pectahle yeomanry in the 

AiW y<H^ of opinion that aay niieohief vnbiieh 
9!M£^ grevf ffom any dieftiyitition of theauthoiit^ 
of the landlord^ that oiigbt arise from tk^ 
Iq^o^ed deicnip^o^ of tenantry and %h& inde^* 
pf^p^^fi^ oi the teiMi^try that vroald be pro^ 
dujped by spph a ipepitiire, would be completely 
co^nlferl^^iiliced by the benefit that wx^uJd arisis 
brojn %he ^tablishment of sn/ch an independent 
l^dy in tj^et country ? — I think it would, becauoe^ 
tihi^ p^^er whiph would exiat, would be a power 
to be euit^ised by persona having something of 
a «take in ^h? eountry, which the mere fwiy.- 
ahilliug freeholders have not. 

Are you of opinion that it would take^ Ihem 
^^psj tlieir subjection to the interference ^f the 
clergy, and in the^^ ne3;tv place^ give tbexe:, an 
owners^^ of property int ttae country^ an inder 
pendent perapj[ial inten^tJ^-rMy notion ia^thsd 
if the Cathplic qu^tion w^e^ «^tled^ a^ the 
freehold qualidQiiti#«^tai«fMl> thrBcmaiiiOMMit 
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detgjr would no longer be tempted to exercise^ 
political power at elections i or if they were 
disposed to do so^ that they would hot have 
ar body upon which they could act as at present, 
and that it would induce those gentlemen who 
wi^h to have political power through freeholders, 
to create freeholders of a respectable class, who 
would be the means of preserving order in the 
co»ntry« 

Do you think that such an arrangement would 
be-> injurious to those fair interests which the 
RoHfian Catholics are entitled to haVe in the 
country ? — My notion is, that the Roman Ca- 
tholics ■ ought not to have an interest aecotdinig 
to their number, but according to their property ; 
under that impression 1 think that it would not 
injure any power or influence which they ought 
fatrty to have in the State; coupled, however, 
widi measures which would place them in What 
I conceive to be the situation and estimu^tion in 
w4>ich their property ought to place themv 

Prom the nature of your view of the state of 
Ifiabnd, particularly of the Roman Catholics, in 
Ireland, if this Roman Catholic measure were 
^needed,' and were accompanied by a re*p^etabl6 
provision fof their clergy, and by this m^ainire 
that has just been mentioned of raising the qua- 
lification of freeholders ; and if the law^ in that 
attiefidied state were fairly and justly applied, 
so as to give the Roman Catholics a reasonable 
share of political power and influence in propor- 
tiotl to their property and their claims^, do you' 
believe that we should have a reasonable prospect 
of peace and tranquillity being restored to that 
country ?-^I certainly think vife should,^ ahd for 
this reason ; I do not :Conceive thei*e is Mnf" 
politieal curse upon Ireland that is to prevent 
If^lind from being as hajipy and peaceable as 
olls^ cou«trieS| if instead of attempting td fit- 
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the people to the Constitution^ the Constitutiott 
be fitted to the people. 

, What effect would such a state of things de- 
scribed in the last question, have upon the 
connection between Ireland and Great Britain ? 
— If I did not think that it would have the effect 
of confirming that connection, and rendering it, 
I hope, eternal, I would myself, though a Rpmati 
Catholic^ be against it ; because I do think that 
the Roman Catholics, in their present state of 
connection with England, are much happier and ' 
much better oft', than they could ever be, separated 
from England^ although they should become the 
ascendant body, in all respects, in Ireland ; they 
derive advantages from their connection with 
England, which Ireland could never afford, them 
in a separate state. 

Are you acquainted with the manner in which 
freehold votes are very generally made through- 
out Ireland now ; namely, that the freeholds are 
granted by the landlord, and that the freehold 
leases, are, in point of fact, retained always in 
the possession of the landlord, and produced only ' 
at the time when there is a registry, or when 
there may be occasion to produce them ? — I was 
not aware of the fact. 

You have no reason to believe that that prac- 
tice has ever prevailed ?— I am not aware of 
it; it may prevail without my knowing any 
thing about it. 

Does your experience enable you to say, 
whether it has been the usage for the Catholic 
freeholders generally to vote at elections accord- 
ing to the wish of their Protestant landlord ?-— 
Formerly, I believe it used ; latterly, religion* 
feelings, 1 am told, frequently carry the tenant 
away fromi the landlord^ particularly through the 
activity of the clergy, who are stimulated by tbe . 
increasing eagerness of the laity for emancipation^ 

When you speak of raising the qualificati<iin of 
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cljrcforis/ do' you^.ln^ your idea, limit ft only to* 
freehold leases ; or would you say, that in a 
county, the qualification of a man having- the fee 
of his forty- shillings freehold, should be raised' 
also ? — I confine myself entirely to persons who 
derive under leases ; if a man had the ownership 
of property,! should say he ought to be permitted* 
to vote, because he is the proprietor, the lease- 
holder is not ; and I take that to be one of the 
great distinctions between the forty-shilling free-' 
holders in England and in Ireland; in England 
a forty-shilling freeholder in general has a pro-' 
perty of his own to that extent ; in Ireland, it is 
quite the contrary. 

Supposing a lessor pays to his landlord a, rent 
of five pounds a year, he ought to be able to get 
out of that property a rent of seven pounds a year, 
in order to give him a forty-shilling interest in 
it ? — Certainly. 

Do you believe that that is generally the case 
with respect to the lower class of freeholders ? — 
I believe quite the contrary. In general they pay 
what is originally a rack rent for the land, they 
then build mud huts upon it, and if they make 
out of the land a profit of forty shillings a year, a 
profit produced by the sweat of their brow, they 
reconcile to theinselve3 to swear that they have 
an interest in it to the extent of forty shillings a 
year, whereas the gain is produced not through 
an interest in the land, but through their labour. 

So that in point of fact, when their interest 
comes to be examined by this test, it is not an 
interest bond fide of forty shillings a year?—* 
Quite the contrary ; I referred in a former part 
of my evidence, to cases that were before me, 
upon receivers accounts in Ireland ; I found fre-^ 
quently, that a great mass of tenants who were 
in arrear in consequence of holding at exorbitant 
rents, had sworn to forty- shilling freeholds. 

Have you ever considered what amount of 

»3 



qualidciktion for the exercise of the elective fnai^ 
chi$e would emit the piresent state of Ireland'?-'-^ 
I 9in speaking entirely with reference to lease^ 
iiolders ; and speaking with regard to leasehold** 
ern, I may perhaps be considered too aristocratic^l 
in ihy notion, but I should say the qualification 
Qyght to be, to the extent of twenty pounds a 
year ; having reference to another object which { 
inentioned in a former part of my evidence^ that 
of creating, if possible, in Ireland, a respectable 

Jr^omanry, and preventing the sub^rdi vision • of 
and ; but I have thought more of the principle 
than of a standard for regulating it. 

Do you think, generally speaking, that the 
forty-shilling freeholders exercise any frea choice 
at elections? — My opinion is, that they hav« 
l^one. 

. !How do you think they are controlled J-^^-I 
believe they are controlled either by an absohit^ 
landlord, or by the sort of interference through 
religious feelings which I have already mentioned, 

Can you state to the Committee the kind of 
control that is exercised over those forty^shiUing 
freeholders, so far as to commiind their yotes^^— ^. 
lean speak only from hearsy; the landlord of 
course has the power of distress ; the priest o|? 
0ther parti^uin may act upon their religious fee)« 
ings or prejudices. 

. Po you believe that those measures, which 
you have stated as likely to be beneficial with 
respect to the raising the qualification voters, 
ought not to be considered as completely depend* 
ent upon being combined with their compietQ 
emancipation ; that is, do you conceive that the 
pising the qualifications, and depriving, of cpurseji 
thei forty- shilling freeholder of bis right, could be 
efl^ed without occasioning the most serious dis- 
^pateiit, unkiis it were accompanied with tkf 
othen measure yaa have suggested ?v--I . havf 
Hk^f^x I thip3f^ stiM^ed an opinioii;^ y^kl^ V^^^t 



ht cdtisidered as dh iihdVrer iti the ^fiKrniAtiv^. to 
th&t qtie^tion ; at the same tirti^> I lihouid vnih 
t6 utidtrstand what is meant by ^th^tieiipaitiori^ 
In the i|uestton now put. If hy ertislticipaiioa^ 
It fiieant the universal rembval df silt disabiliiies, 
tny 6pinion does not go to that extent ; but it 
dhes go to the extent of l*epresentatioh in P^tlia* 
ment, and. admission to the Bench. I d6 iioi 
think, that if representation in Patliani^ht itrire 
conceded, and the Bench were open, thait tJberfe 
TTould be much objection tosdme extent of ekcfu- 
ii^ioA ffom political dfflce ; the other ^xcjtf^idrh^,, 
from Pariiartient and the Bench^ are the fexclo- 
iioM particularly felt. 

Do ydu then think th^ Cathdfics generally 
would acquiesce in the proposal of raising im 
qualification for voting, provided it was acc6m- 
ptitiied with Catholic emancipsftion, or with the 
idtaission to Parliament and the Bench ^-^M^ 
belief is, that they would ; a belief ioundednpdh 
intensive communication with them ; but f speak 
irtiiy df the principle ot i. rise, not of the extent 
id^ which the rise should go. I have not discu^se^ 
the amount at which the quah^cation should' b^ 
ttted with many persons. 

I>o not vdu think a considerable outcry ivbiirW 
be raised in Ireland, if it was pi'opdsed tdrsd^6 
the qualification of forty-shillirtg freeholdex's ?— ^ 
If the forty-shilling freeholders were p6i*s6ns df 
independent property, exercising through theii^ 
J^foperty a free choice, I think it would produce 
a very serious outcry ; but I do ndt think they 
Ate persons of a description likely to hav6 much 
fettling upon the subject. 

l)o you apply the observations you have m^de 
*frith regard to forty-shitling freeholds, to forty- 
irbrlling freeholders in cities and tdwni? ?— arCer- 
f^Aly not, for i very obvious reasott ; I speal^ 6f 
thds^ plae^s in which pYdperty is the (Juifiiftcav 
tidn ; if in cities and counti'e* propih'ty We*e tJi^ 
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entire quaUfication, I would have it raised there; 
but if property be not the entire qualification^ 
then the question stands there upon quite differ- 
ent grounds ; if a man who serves an apprentice- 
i^hip of seven years be entitled to vote without 
regard to property, there is no reason why the 
freeholder of forty- shillings a year should not 
vote also. 

In'point of tact you mean to limit your ob- 
servations to counties ? — To counties. 

Do you know whether in point of fact the 
description of forty-shilling freeholders who vote 
in cities or counties, are in point of property the 
same 'description of persons who vote as forty- 
shilling freeholders in counties at large? — I 
apprehend quite otherwise. 

Are they not in many instances merchants 
and persons of property who acquire forty-shill- 
ing- freeholders in order to give them a political" 
right ?— The persons who are forty-shilling free- 
holders in cities, are, generally speaking, merchants 
or respectabFe tradesmen ; they are not paupers, 
as most of the people who call themselves forty-;- 
shilling freeholders in counties are. 

In case the forty-shilling franchise were to be 
altered in cities and towns, in the same way as 
you have described in counties at large, would 
not the practical effect be to throw the return 
altogether into the hands of the freemen ? — I 
cannot say that I am sufficiently acquainted with 
the state of property in corporate towns to answer 
that question. 

Have you ever formed any rough calculation 
of what number of persons in Ireland, a change 
of the qualification to twenty pounds would dis- 
franchise? — I have not considered the extent to 
which it would go, but I have considered th^ 
class to which it would go ; and the more ex-» 
tensive that class, the more necessary in my 
judgment the change. 



Can yoti state i^tiat effect the plan of raising 
the qualification would have upon the Protestauc 
interest of the country ? — I think the Protestaptu 
constitute, to a very considerable extent, the 
landed proprietary interest of Ireland ; and there- 
fore, in proportion as you increase the power of 
the proprietary interest, and diminish the poweij' 
of mere numbers without property, you strengthen 
the Protestant interest. At present the Prb«» 
testants insist upon the ascendancy, the Roman 
Catholics seek equality ; this equality, to th© 
extent of their property, they ought to have, but 
no farther; if equahty to this extent were es- 
tablished, it would, I think, satisfy the Roman 
Catholics, and certainly would not prejudice the 
Protestants ; it would take from the Catholic 
multitude the vast political power which they 
now possess, and would open to the Catholic 
gentry the capacity of enjoying another specie* 
of political power which they do not now possess^ 
the capacity of sitting in Parliament, a capacity 
however from which they could only derive any 
benefit through the will of the property. Pro-; 
testant and Catholic, of the country. This would 
not shake the true legitimate ascendancy which 
belongs to the Protestants, in proportion as they 
form the preponderating proprietary interest of 
the country ; on the contrary, it would secure 
that ascendancy on a rock, upon the genuine 
sound principle of the British constitution, which 
makes property the basis of all political power 
and ascendancy in the state ; while the Protes- 
tants claim ascendancy on other ground, th^ 
Catholics tvill consider it hostile, and oppose it;, 
bnt once put on its true ground, the hostilo 
character would cease, Protestants and Roman 
Catholics might then regard each other as fellow 
citizens, and uniting as such, render their com^ 
PEton country happy and prosperous. 

Can you ^tato whether the subject xj^ viewed io 



^Nt«rt waj, it present, by the Protestant jiroprie* 
••ly of the country? — It would not be right for 
liie to mention names ; but I have certainly con- 
Versed with gentlemen in Ireland, who I knOWr 
hM9 been adverse to what are called the Catho* 
lie lilaims, who told me they would be favourable 
to a settlement upon that principle. 
• The twenty -pounds freeholder would be in ik 
situation to exercise his franchise^ without any 
tegard to his landlord ? — I should rather think 
the contrary ; I think there must be a connection 
between the landlord and the tenant at all times, 
and that the tenant would be inclined, though 
not from the same slavish feeling as at present. 
Still to follow his landlord's interest ; I have foQKid 
tliat to be very much the case in England. 

You mean that it would be a more honourabkr 
feeling ? — It would be a more honourable feet- 
tng; indeed I should say that a twenty-pobfid 
freeholder would feel it more his interest to go 
with bis landlord, than the mere wretched fiDrty^ 
sjiilling freeholder, tor he has an interest to 
secure which the other has not. 

Do the Committee understand you rightly to 
say, that the existence of Roman Catholic dis- 
qualification is a common srrievance, which eti- 
ables the priests to exercise an influence at ati 
election ? — It creates a feeling of discontent, of 
a religious nature, through which feeling the 
priest is enabled powerfully to act at elections; 
he is enabled to say to them, for instance, Tbi* 
man is against your religion, this man is for your 
religion ; I am told he has said so. 
' You conceive that, by removing the RoinikH 
Catholic disqualification, you Would deprive the 
priest of that power ? — I do not think 1 should, 
entirely ; f should lessen the temptation to th€ 
exercise of it, and I should diminish the power 
also, by setting at rest the Catholic questwi#, 
Und raising* the.<J«al^ation froito 40#. tt) 30/. a 
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year, or to sueh sum at least as would raise the 
class of freeholders entitled to vote, so as to ren- 
der them, in some degree, persons of intelHgcoce 
and property, likely to have a will of their o#Bk 

Would not the exclusion of all freehdidery 
under 20/. a year, exclude a great number of 
persons who have considerable capital on their 
nrms ? — I do not think it would. 

The Committee understand you to states that 
in cases in which persons swear to forty-shilling 
freeholds, they have, in many instances, little 
interest, if any, in the land ; do not you con- 
ceive that even in the case of twenty-pound free- 
holds, persons might swear to those freeholds, 
who had a very inferior interest in the land tbaii 
that?^ — I do not think they would; I think 
common decency and shame, and the obvioM 
means of instant detection, would operate to 
prevent it; a man who comes to swear to 20/. 
must have some property in his hands* 

A man in Ireland, who would haveaninte** 
rest of 20/., is of a totally different class froat 
the forty-shilling freeholder? — Yes. 

Would it not, in your apprehension, exclude 
in towns a considerable number of persons who 
•re householders, who have not an interest above 
trtie rent they pay for their houses, to the amount 
of 20/.? — I have already stated, that I do not 
SDean my obi^ervation to apply to towns. 

The freehold runs in virtue of residing in a 
house ; would it not exclude in towns a very 
large proportion of persons who derive their 
freeholds from residing in those houses alone, 
without any regard to land r — I am not auffi- 
ciently acquainted with the state of towns te 
. tpeak upon this subject; I had in my mind the 
general appearance of the forty-shilling free* 
boklers, which is the appearance of a rabble 
There may be persons of respectability haying 
e»ly forty-shilling fr^efa^ld^ ; tliere is no gefi^^l 
rule wilhcHit pariiettlar exci^ea^^ but J l^i)»k 



the injxary which they might sustain would h% 
as nothing compared with the benefit the state 
would sustain from the general regulation. 

You are not aware that a very large propor- 
tion of forty-shilling freeholders in towns do 
derive their freeholds in virtue of holding houset 
in towns, without having land ? — No. 

Do you apply the 20/. qualification to the 
rent that the freeholder pays, or to the profit 
that he makes ? —I mean, that whatever rent htf 
may pay, to whatever extent he may pay it, he 
should be able to swear that he has an interest 
beyond that rent, to the amount of 20/. a year; 
that if he pays 500/. a year, the property should 
be worth 520/. 

Would not that have the effect of excluding a 
Tcry large number of persons possessed of con- 
siderable capital, compared to the capital of. 
those who now vote ? — I should apprehend not, 
because a capitalist taking land in Ireland, with 
a view to improvement, would certainly, if he 
acted to any extent, soon gain an interest in it 
through improvement to tlie amount of 20/. a 
year. 

Do you not conceive that the raising of the 
franchise to 20/. would disqualify, in towns and 
cities, a large proportion of the out-lreeholders, 
and would create great discontent and disturb- 
ance in those towns r — When one is considering 
any proposed measure, one is not to be governed 
by the evils which may be in your way, accord- 
ing to a particular view of it ; you must look to 
the right and to the left ; you must judge by 
comparison, weighing advantages against advan- 
tages, and disadvantages against disadvantages i 
and I think the satisfaction to be produced by 
the measure in question would be much greater, 
and much more important, than any dissatisfao* 
tion that would be produced by it. 

Are you not aware that a great number of forty* 
ahilling freeholders^ who exercise the right qf 
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fmnchise in Ireland, are nbt of so respectable a 
class as voters from towns ? — I consider the ma^ 
to be mere rabble. 

Has not the effect of the Act of the year 1793 
very much tended to indace the landlords to spli^^ 
their land into very small portions? — I appre- 
hend, inasmuch as it enabled Roman Catholics 
to vote at elections, that it has induced landlords 
to. make Roman Catholic freeholders ; and as the 
Rpman Catholics are the most numerous body,/ 
they are enabled to manufacture freeholders to 4 
niach greater extent, under the operation of that 
Act, than they could before, and consequently to 
split their land* 

If the elective franchise was confined to free- 
holders of 20/. a year, would not that have a - 
great effect in consolidating the* land ? — I think 
it would, and that that would be one of the b«- 
aefits that woiild result from it. f 

Might not it have the effect of turnhfig adrift 
a vast number of people, who now have consixler- 
able interest in the land ?— The persons who 
now have an interest in the land would not, so 
far as their interest in the land goes, be affected 
by such ^ct ; it might prevent landlords from 
creating new freeholders; it would not enabla - 
the landlord to turn the present freeholders out. 

J^aniel O Connelly Esq. eooamined. — 2bth F^ 
bruary 1825. 

You have stated, that the usage generally in tfie 
counties you referred to W9s, that the tenants held . 
by parol agreement, or by a written agreement, no* . 
recorded on stamped paper ? — I stated that as one 
of the ill effects of stamp duties upon tenures. , . 

You are perhaps' aware, that that has not 
operated v^xy extensively to the prevention of 
the registry freeholders, which can only be made i 
upon stamped instruments ?— With respect to 
the registry of freeholders, there being landlords, 
having a particular stimulus to register freehold- 



ev9^ fib^ woiifd ^o ta the «Kpenee of tliefrtam|i 
dniy* aad besidesft that, the tenant tbere is Ji»p- 
|)Osed always to have an interest in the hmd, so 
tfaieil the ease of traffic in freeholders is not appii<^ 
cukAo^ ta my observati9n ; I have known, hoW^ 
evw^vaony freig^ioiiders registered upon un^t^ped 
psfmr of late years v if the inferior ofiker be in 
tb^ialerest^the thiag may take plaof^ Md easily^ 
Jb cases of the creation <^ freehold interest oii ^ 
stjiainped paper, have you known any instances, 
m iw^hich the freehold lease, though executed^ 
bdi not been delivered over to the possession of 
tfaae tenant^ but has been kept in the hands ef 
the landlord ?-— ^Yes, I have known instances of 
tlMily and the com^plaints of it are not at all utv* 
freqiieadl. 

Ai^isanig out of that, even in those cases where 
tb^e ifi^ a stamped agreement between the par- 
ties'^ and where therefore the tenant has a leffal 
imstirusneM ascertaining and establishing hi^ 
ri^t,. the 'same species of dependance . which 
y«^ have already alluded to still subsists^ if that 
infipirumetit remains in the hands of the landlord I 
'-tdk does^ and I have known it exercised i cer- 
tawly^teei^rcise it at all would be improper; 
biwtl Aavc'^nown it exercised very improperly. 

The Coi /pitta's understand you to state, that 
yon have knuwi ,. ir /fincPA of freeholders being, 
r^stered, where ttie Ub^Ji ynnder which they 
were registered were on unsta /i^ / ^^yer ?-— Yes,- 

Can you statue any instances fii^iidi yoki 
k«iow' it of your own knowledge J^-r-I ain^ -Jt 
p0epatfedto mention names ; it would be impe's* , 
sibie for.me to state particular instances; I h^vt 
known the thing occur. 

It' is illegal, is jtnotr^'-^It mu^ be ill«^, 
beoai^e nei their temire nor contract for land chi» 
be made in Ireland without a stamp, 

AmtyoLt aware' that the certiftcate rutti^ that* ife 
ia^ upim ^rtamped pap^ ?^— Yei^; but that is rcf^ 
eaot* 
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Tlierefure the clerk «f die peace W(0!(M htlkk 
pensQii i^lio weald he m &ult ^-^llI€e ihe^^i^ 
of that Act, which is certsnly a recent Ajet. 

Arie jroii ot opinion that there is any greet d^ 
fiouklty in makiag registries of freehetders wMaf^ 
i3Uk me bofiiness being very accurately performoA 
according to law? — ^The greatest ^cility; tbt 
cjerk cl* . ilie peace can appoint his depaty, atiy ^ 
wuM can be hts deputy for the moment, and vtM 
tihe eeaaest thi^ in the world to register IfMi^ 
Idialds upon tlie present syslexn, without tiAat 
ff^eehdUl or valid tenure to constitute a kv^ 
faai4^ ; (here must be first tenure, that is tm sBi^ 
a.gva»t for a life or lives tx> constitute a treeh«4ctf; 
ioi Older to registry there must be at the ntaMit 
mach a rent as would leave the freeholder a profit 
«JF forty sbtllings a year : now I Itave known * 
nunierous iostaaGes, where, if a peasant waa maide 
to SAvear tliat he had a freehold of forty sfaillifigi^ 
^ would have perjured himself in the gifosjBB|C ' 
way; and in those instances a friendlymagistrnta 
or two may very easily get into the room ; jtn 
a<||purnaieat oi the sessions for the purposriif ' 
registry is the easiest thing in the worid, bmwim 
the Act of Parliament gives validity to tlie regf»> * 
try^ nc^twithstanding any irregularity in the ad-' 
joumiaent of the sessions, therefore two mB<^ 
giistrales can come together very easily, get the 
depuliy oi the clerk of the peace to attei^/and 
Ihey can register upon unstamped paper if thof 
please* They can register with the life doscrrbed 
in sjueh a way, that that life will be either dea(} 
or living, as they please, at the next deotton:;^ 
John O^Driscol or Timothy Sullivan, or any 
Ibbittg of that kind. Frauds with respect to - the 
regi^ry of freeholds are very considerable; biit 
ttfiU.it^is^ I take it, a very great advantage to tik- 
Irish peasant upon the whole, to 'have thepoffrer 
of voting givetl to.him by forty*-shilling ffeehold« 
Nob m thift manner a»d under^ tbest oondi^ 
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tionft?— Not in its abuses : but I speak of abuseti, 
•which with a vigilant magistracy would be pre- 
vented or much diminished. 
►' 'Do you think those abuses are general in 'the 
bounties you have alluded to? — Abuses exist, 
:but I do not think them by any means general ; 
'they, are frequent. , 

Do you conceive that the multiplication of 
oaths, with reference to the registration of free- 
holds, and with reference to the proceedings at 
'elections, as well as other oaths wnich are admK 
nistered to the peasantry of Ireland, has had the 
effect of rendering them in any respect indifferent 
to the obligation of an oath ? — Yes, I am coiv- 
vincedofit; the frequency of oaths has had a 
most demoralizing efj'ect upon the peasantry of 
•Ireland ; my o|>inion is, that the civil bill juris- 
diction of the county courts is most frightful and 
.horrible in its eflbcts upon the morals ot the Irish 
people. The allowing a single individual to de- 
cide, who cannot possibly be acquainted with 
the bearings of cl>aracter ; in the first place, it is 
' not bringing justice home to the peasant, it its 
bringing litigation ; then a single individual de- 
cides, he has an immense number of causes to 
decide, he cannot possibly weigh the character, 
for he cannot be acquainted with its shades ; ip 
the next place, it is not pleasant to him to have 
that task ; the jury keep each other in counte- 
nance, one man is not reproached with having 
discredited a witness, there are twelve on, the 
jury, and therefore they protect each other ; the 
assistant barrister is not so, he has not that pro- 
tection ; then if he decides, and I have seen this 
to a frightful and horrible extent, if the barrister 
decides, he will necessarily decide in favouf of 
the flippant and distinct swearer; the swearer 
Vfho has been trained to swear distinctly up to 
the fact that shall constitute the law. To have 
a eonscience is^an inconvenience^ therefore in the 
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•civil bill dotfrt, if be is a' man of cHar^cter, scru- 
pulous of his oath, he does his friend no good a^t 
all, but the ready and distinct swearer is beyond 
value ;'alid it has had this effect, that in tbeir 
dealings the peasantry, in most of them, employ 
their -children, at a very eferly age, to be their 
witnesses, and they produce them at an age that 
it is actually frightful to look at them* I am, 
in my conscience, thoroughly convinced, that 
if a sodiety were instituted to disdourage virtue 
and countenance vice, it would have been inge- 
nious indeed if it had discovered such a system 
as the assistant barrister's court; without mean- 
ing in the slightest degree to impeach the irite- 
gnty of the gentlemen who hold that situation in 
Ireland, some of whom are not vefy competent, 
to be «ure, in 'point of intellect, biit many of 
whom are extremely competent ; and a$ to the 
•appointments of the last eight or ten year*, 
particularljs they have been improving certainty 
in respect of appointment. 

D.O' Connelly Esqy'€xamined. — ist March 18J25. 

Have you registered any freeholders on your 
property in Ireland? — I have registered free- 
holders on the property which I acquired from my 
father; on the property I have lately acquired 
•from an uncle, I have not as yet registered then». 

Did you pay the expense of registering tliiefti> 
or the freeholders? — I paid the entire expense, i 

What is t lie expense of registering a free- 
holder? — ^The officers did not allow me to pay 
any thing; the expense was merely the expense 
of taking the people, paying their expenses to the 
place where they were registered ; the profes- 
sional man, who filled the forms, did not allow 
me to pay any thing. 

• What is the expense, if it is paid? — I cannot 
state that; a shilling, I think^ is to be paid to 
the clerk of the peace. . 



Have ycat known many instat>ccs m whicfr 
Undlords have not registered their freeholders? — 
Very many. 

Have you known many instances in which tl>e 
freeholders have paid the shilling to register 
themselves? — Yes; I have known an. instaaoe irv 
which the freeholders did, aftd I know the peasi- 
antry are anxious to register themselves; they 
feel the value of it.. 

You thinks that quite the lower elass of the 
peasantry put a value upon their freehold.?— A 
great value; they feel that it makes them of in*- 
portance; they, must, once in f^even years^ hs^ 
courted, and in the mean time be attended to. 

in point of fact, are they courted every sev«& 
years?-— Yes; and even the landlords themselves 
court them when tlie election is- going on- 

Is it very much the fasUioni, among the land- 
lords^ to canvas their tenants, or for any of th^ 
gentlemen proposing themselves as candidates, to 
speak to the forty-shilling freeholders on tl}^ 
aubject ? — I do not think they speak to them in- 
dirtdually, but I know that they court tltem« 
which was my expression j the driver and the 
land-agent go round- to them. 
. Are they not generally sent sound to eanv«$ 
:the, freeholders? —Not to canvas at all^ hut thejr 
do go to the freeholders, and serve them. ; thejr 
acre, to a certain, extent, obliged to look to tho^^ 
interest of the freeholders. 

. Is the term in use ever, to '* drive themintb^ 
fote?"— Yes, I have often heard that term, and I 
have seen it done; that exists, I aiii.:told, a good 
deal in Connaught. 

- Are there not miany places where the free- 
liolders are under such obligations to the landlord^ 
that they cannot refuse to vote as he pleases?-!* 
-Certainty; the landlord has great dominion over 
the freeholders, so much so, that they are i« 
many instances oonsidered as part of the liv* 
ttoQk of the estate. 
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^ In those cases, do the freeholders put any great- 
value upon their franchise? — ^There the franchise, 
is of value, for it gives, where it is bond Jidcy a 
term, a life; and in Ireland, where land is so 
valui&hle to the peasant, having a long tenure is 
always valuable, 

: The tenure is a freehold, whether it is a man's 
owrf life or any other life which is in the lease?— 
It is ; they say that any uncertain interest in point 
of law is a freehold for ever, for a life or lives, no 
matter of whom, but no number of years. ; 
' Have you ever known an instance in which 
upon the falling in of a lease, the land happened 
to be let from year to year for any time? — ^The 
Common practice, since the depreciation of prices,- 
\sk to have a tenantcy from year to year ; the 
leases which were made during the war prices, 
in the southern counties, were so high that the. 
tenantry were unable to pay them; where tht^ 
landlords treated them well, they merely got up 
the leases, and they let the land from year to 
year at abated rents ; and since the better times, 
as they are called,' have commenced, very few 
n^w leases have in general been made. 

The question refers to the case where a farm 
Ijas gone out of lease, from the landlord not being 
^ble to determine immediately how to dispose of 
it, whether the tenants were left as tenants at will 
for a certain time^ — That is a very frequent case. 

Is there any great anxiety, on the part of those 
tenants, to haive leases ? — Great anxiety ; all the 
peasantry in^^f 'Ireland, ^ think, are extremely 
anxious to get a lease ; and for this reason, they 
have so little capital, that they have very little 
to lose, if the times should fail totally ; and if 
the times should rise, the advantage of the tenure' 
is great!. 

iSupposing it were proposed to grant those per- 
sona a lease for twenty-one years without a life, 
'would not thev.be desirous that a life should be 
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iHEinex^d? — ^Very desirous, in order to have' s 
chance of an increased term, in addition to the' 
twenty-one, and very desirous, ot having a iree- 
hpld tenure. 

i Does the elective tranchise form a part of that 
desire? — It does. 

You have mentioned, that the landlords court 
the freeholders ? — ^To a certain extent, they do. ' 

Does your expefrience in Ireland enable you 
to state, whether any other but the landlord and 
the candidate court the tenants prior to an elec- 
tion?— Yes, those who take political interest in 
the event of an election ; in my own county , my 
brothers and myself court the freeholders uni- 
versally } and so in other counties. 

Can you specify any class of persons in par- 
ticular, who very frequently court the free- 
holders ? — No^ not very frequently ; but, con.- 
ceiving T understand the drift of the question, I 
have not the least hesitation in meeting it, if it is 

f^ut directly. It relates, I conceive, to the Catho- 
ic clergy. 

Do they very frequently? — Not very fre- 
quently, nor, until recent periods, scarcely at allj 
at present, and for some short time, they have; 
and I think they are now rnuch in the disposi- 
tion of courting the freeholders. I think the 
disposition is increased to court the freeholders^ 

Can you assign any reason for that increase of 
disposition on the pan of the priesthood ? — Yes,; 
an increasing intelligence among the priesthood 
themselves ; an increasing sense among the Ca- 
tholics generally, of their degradation and the 
injustice done to them • an increasing or increased 
unanimity amongst the Catholic body^ enabling 
us to work more together, and to use, for what 
we conceive legitimate political purposes, all the 
influenise -we possess, the deep and settled anxiety 
on all our minds to procure emancipation, that 
ia> an equalization ot civil fights. . 
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Are you able to specify any particular instance 
rn which that interference prevailed ? — I under- 
stand it was successfully, and I think usefully, 
exerted in Sligo. I have known it exerted in 
the city of Cork with great success, and I think 
eminent utility, in the return of Mr. Hutchin<- 
60n ; to a certain extent, but not near so much 
as iis supposed, it was used in the county of Dub* 
lin ; but it is right to add, that I never knew an 
election yet, in which the Protestant clergy did 
not take a most active part, from the first to th^ 
last ; it was not so great in the county of Dublin, 

Surely because it was unnecessary ; we laymen 
id it ourselves. 

Have you not heard that it was in the county 
^ Leitrim ?— It might have been so, but I have 
not it in my mind ; in Cork, it was principally 
nftdnaged by one of the cleverest, and I thinK 
one of the worthiest men I ever knew, the present 
Roman Catholic bishop of Charlestown in North 
America, the Right Reverend Dr. England. ^ 

Do you feel yourself at liberty, without in- 
fringing in the slightest degree upon that feeling 
which the Committee would not wish to violate, 
to specify the modes by which the priests ap-- 
proach, and influence, and command the votes of 
the freeholders ?— Upon any subject connected 
with the Catholics of Ireland, their religion, or 
clergy, Ibeg-to say, that I have not the slightest 
delicacy in giving the fullest and most entire 
information in my power, to the fullest extent; 
I have not therefore the least objection to specify 
any thing I know ; and if I have a desire, stand- 
ing here, it would be to be probed to the fullest 
Extent, r should therefore be pleased that the 
questions should be put in the most direct shape. 

Will yoa hav6 the goodness to spiecify the 
modes by which the priests approach, and in- 
fluence, and command the vote^ of thd free*- 
holders?— My answer to tjie question' iy, tliM 
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the manner which they Use is ihat of persuasion^ 
by pointing out to the people the distinction bc-r 
tween the candidates; as, for example, shewing 
them that one is likely to vote, or declared he 
will vote against the Catholics; that the other 
has declared he will vote for their political in-r 
teres ts; but by persuasion simply. They never, 
ifi any instance within my knowledge or belief, 
$ind I am convinced it never has existed, that 
^ny of the rites or ceremonies or sacraments of 
the Church, have been prostituted for that por? 
pose, or directed towards it in any tendency; I 
am convinced they have not. 

Do you recollect the general election of 1812J 
•i— -Certainly I do recollect that election. 

You were in Cork at the time; or shortly 
previous to the election for the county? — I cer- 
tainly was there shortly previous-; it is my cir- 
cuit, and I still attend the Cork assizes. 

Were they shortly before the election? — A 
few weeks before. 

Did you hear that the Roman Catholic priests 
had threatened to excommunicate any of thosd 
who voted against one. of the candidates ?-*r 
r heard it, but I was quite apprized that it wa9 
perfectly unfounded ; it would be very easy, on 
this-subject,to give the most decisive information, 
lam quite sure that a Roman Catholic priest 
has not a right to excomnmnicate for a mere 
political matter, and he would, if he djd, be in- 
stantly laid under an interdict by his bishop ; 
there is not one who has a franchise, who would 
not know that an excommunication for any poli-» 
tical matter would be ip&o facto void. 

Did you hear whether they made use of any. 
other threats from the chapels, from the altar J-^ 
I heard it rumoured about that time, but I am 
quite convinced that it was totally unfounded ; 
1 am perfectly sure that either .of the gentlemen 
iv^ho were the bishops would not have allowedl 



titty such thing;, they were then the right reve- 
rend Doctor Mpjrian, bishop of Cork, as Ipyal 
a gentleman as ever lived, as pure and perfect 
a gentleman, I am quite convinced tliat he woul^ 
have silenced any priest respecxing whom such 
a fact was brought home; uud that th^ right 
reverend Doctor Coppiager, who is a gentleman 
of the very first class i i point of tamily and 
education, he is the bishop of Cloy ne, and he 
most assuredly would not have permitted any of 
his clergy with impunity to have taken such 
measures ; he is a man of great piety. 

You were in Cork while the poll was taking 
down, were you not ?— No, I was not. 

Did you happen to hear, th<it in any instances 
the Roman Catholics had turned by force put 
of the booths iliose who were about to vote for 
one of the candidates ? — I do not think I. did, 
but that might t^ike place ; in. the best regulated 
counties at elections there are riots. 

Have you known any instances of Roman 
Catholics haviug.been, after an election, ruined 
by their landlords tor having voted against them 
at elections ? — Yes. 

Have you known many such instances ?-t-No, 
I think not in any. 

Do you think the Roman Catholic tenantry 
would be likely to endanger their ruin in conse- 
quence of such persuasion as you refer to ? — No, 
I. do not think they would ; in the county ot 
Cork one gentleman, averse to the Roman Ca- 
tholic interests, would bring five or six hundred 
Roman Catholics to vote for a member who in 
Parliament would vote against the Catholics,. . 

Have you not known many hundreds of Ro- 
m%n Catholics, forty-shilling freeholders, carried 
through the interest of the clergy against their 
landlords ? — No I have not. 

Have you any doubt that many hundreds hav^^ / 

kc^n ?— -Not through the influence ot the clergy 
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alone ; the clergy, when thifiiy take a part in 
elections, have influence ; and I beg to repeat, 
that it is only latterly, I think, that the dispo- 
sition is increasing in Ireland, in consequence of 
the state of affairs, but they make part of the 
Catholic influence; I do not think that it has 
ever gone to that extent ; several have, in my 
judgment, been so influenced, but to say hun- 
dreds is beyond my idea of it. 

Have you ever knovv^n instances of almost the 
whole tenantry of landloi'ds being carried against 
them. by the priests ? — I have heard of instances 
of that kind, and believe that such things have 
existed, by priests aided by Catholic laymen. 

Do you think that mere persuasion would in- 
duce the tenantry of an Irish landlord to incur 
the risk of his displeasure? — ^^I do, certainly; 
I have seen intense interest in a forty-shilhng 
freeholder, and he is after all so near the la- 
bourer, though there is a grade between them, 
that if his feelings are warm he will nflake the 
sacrifice, and become a labourer ; and then, on 
the other hand, the persons in whose interest he 
has voted will be induced to pay a gales rent, 
which is the utmost that can be due of him, to 
clear him of rent, and then be is able to pay 
his rent in future, and his landlord ha^ nbt do- 
minion over him. 

' 'Admitting that the Roman Catholic clergy do 
not make it a matter of sacramental obligation, 
do you not believe that they have recommended 
it as a duty due to their religion, and as a service 
well-pleasing to Heaven, to take a particular 
course ? — I do not think they have recommended 
it more than I should myself; I think they 
have said, you are a Roman Catholic, and a man 
has asked. you to vote who will vote against you ; 
it will not, be just and honest to vote for a man 
who in Pj^rliament will vote against you. 

• Do ybii not think an obser\(ation of that kind, 



proceeding from a Roman Catholic clergymaij| • 
would have all the effect of a command with. a 
vast proportion of the CathoHc tenantry of Ire-», 
land ? — Certain not all the effect of a command ; 
its influence would depend upon the sort of a 
man the Catholic clergyman was ; if he was a 
man devoted to his duties, it would have a great 
effect; where he was at all relaxed in his con^ 
duct it would not have the least. As to the 
Catholic clergy in Irelnd, their influence is in- 
creasing very much, from causes, in my judg- 
ment, creditable to them ; they are educated at 
a much earlier period of life from being educated 
at Maynooth, and having early education, and 
vve conceive the Irish people have a propensity 
to make good use of their opportunities of learn- 
ing, they have become a much better class of 
men than they were formerly, they read a great 
deal. 

In the existing state of things in Ireland, do 
you concerve that most of advantage or injury 
follows from the interference of the Roman Ca-* 
tholic clergy in elections ?— My opinion is^ that. 
at present it is all advantage ; I know they never 
interfere in doubtful or mixed cases, and that 
they interfere only where there is that decided 
liostility on the one part, and decided advantage 
to the Catholic interest on the other, to tho 
interest of emancipation on the other; I think 
it is to that extent decidedly advantageous, be- 
diuse I cannot conceive any thing more de^jrad- 
ing than an unfortunate Catholic peasant brought 
tp the poll, to contribute to the return to Parlia- 
ment ol a man who will vote against Catholic 
fights ; I cannot conceive any thing more dero-r 
gatory to human nature than that. 

Was not it a matter of notoriety in Sligo, that 
both the candidates were as adverse to the 
Catholic^ claims as they could be? — It was con*p 
ftidered not; it was considered, that the success*** 
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fill candidate would vote for them, and I thinlf 
he Mf\\\ ; that was as far as I heard the impres- 
sion. 

Do you conceive, that this influence of the 
Catholic priesthood in election matters would 
continue in its present state, if the question of 
emancipation were carried ? — I am convinced it 
would be totally at an end, by carrying the 
question of emancipation ; the causes whiclr 
give it efficacy at this moment, would thereby 
totally cease, and the effect would follow ; there 
is not any thing like a blintl submission ot the 
Catholics to their clergy, not at all. 

Docs your mind suggest any other cause which 
rould survive the carrying the Catholic question, 
that could give to the Catholic priesthood the 
power of influencing the electors? — No; I think 
il would be unwise in government, if emancipa^ 
tion were carried, (and until it was carried the 
Catholic clergy would not accept of a provision), 
to leave them unprovidcxl:; and I think it would 
1h) extremely wrong in the government to give 
tiiem any part of the revenue of the present 
church establishment, and that they would not 
accept of it; but I think a wise government 
wouk) preserve the fidelity and attachment of 
the Catholic clergy, by what I call the golden 
link, by pecuniary provision, so that the govern* 
ment should be as secure, in all its movements 
towards Foreign powers, of the Catholic clergy, 
a« they now are of the Protestant clergy ; that 
they sfxould be, in short, a portion of the sub- 
jects of the government and the state identified 
with them. 

• Is it your impression, that if the question oft 
emancipation was carried, and there was an 
election to take place, in which a Protestant and 
a Catholic were candidates, the Catholic priest 
would not interfere? — I am quite sure he would 
not interfere, if he were a respectable man, and: 



that if he did;, ))is inflaence would be lost; that 
it would be ascribed to political motives; that 
he would lose his character with his flock; that 
they would understand there was nothing further 
between the two sects in political controversy,, 
The Catholic laity of Ireland are most decidedly 
adverse to any other establishment of their clergy 
than that which they would wish the govern^ 
ment itself should give them, by way of donation; 
because our wish would be, that the governn^ent 
should have proper influence over them, which 
a certain pecuniary connection would give. Our 
-wish would he, that the government should be 
strong by the combination of the subject. Our 
janxiety is, to become subjects out and out^ i^s . 
the Protestants are. 

Have you turned your attention to the quaH-» 
iication of the freeholders of forty shillings?—* 
Yes. 

*Are there not at present a number of persons; 
in consequence of that low qualication ^ put upon 
the register books, who are by no means. 6t 
persons to enjoy the elective franchise ? — I d6 
not know that ; that is not rny opinion ; I hav6 
a very strong notion of the advantage of extend^ 
ing, under proper regulations, so as to avoid 
tumult or undue influence, the elective fran^ 
chise ; I do not know any householder to whonv 
it would be improper, if the thing were well 
managed, to give the right to vote, if the mode 
of taking the vote was well managed. 

Do you conceive that : the system of forty 
shilling freeholds^ connected as it now is with 
the law between landlord and tenant, is such as 
to insure fair representation? — It is impossible 
(o say that; it has its advantages and tlisad* 
vantages; ic gives to the owners of great estatca 
great influence, that I believe is a gQod;,dcar in 
the spirit of the modern practice in parliament 
$«ry reprcsention ; it opens the door, bowe\'cr, 



ibr^ coosiderabljQ frauds ; and' though I am quite 
l^o^vincied of the frauds, I see great difficulties 
ID altiering it. I should be glad, though it is a 
Yipry crude opinion, if the qualification were five 
]>qiinds. 

Do you conceive that raising the qualification 
to five pounds would, when accompanied with 
the concession of what is generally called 
Catholic emancipation, give satisfaction in Ire- 
Jand to the Romar^ Catholics? — Conceding 
Catholic emancipation, in the spirit in which it 
ought to be conceded in order to be useful, it 
•ought to be, if given, given iti a liberal spirit ; I 
think the inhabitants- of Ireland would be so 
jcoijnected with the government, and the present 
distinction so much abolished, that whether 
forty shillings or five pounds, would be a ques- 
tion equally affecting Roman Catholics or Protes«» 
tants, and that the Catholics would be satisfied 
with any arrangement which the Protestants 
were satisfied with. 

You do not conceive that so connected, anv 
dissatisfaction would prevail on the part of the 
Roman Catholics ? — That is my impression ; I 
think if it were so connected, no dissatisfaction 
Ivould arise. 

Do you conceive it would be practicable or 
^afe to alter the elective franchise, to raise the 
qualification without connecting it with Catholic 
emancipation ? — 'I think it would be totally 
unsafe ; I think it would be a most dangerous 
attempt in legislation to increase the qualifica- 
tion, and thereby disqualify a great many 
Roman Catholics, without giving them eman-* 
pipation. 

The answer you have made is taking the qua-» 
Jification of five pounds instead of forty shillings % 
would you conceive that the same answer would 
apply, if the qualification was raised still higher 
than fiye pounds ^^^No ; my opinion upon that 



subject, as I said before, is not ti V^iy* decided 
one ; I would see the advantage of some m^ 
crease, but I should be afraid of going as high ait 
10/. 

Arc you of opinion that such an alteration of 
the* qualification would, in effect, diminish thi 
body and influence of the Roman Catholics ?— 
I do not think raising it to 5/. or 10/. or 20/. would 
diminish the Roman Catholic influence* The 
occupiers of the soil are almost all, or so matiy 
of them, Roman Catholtes, that 10/. or even 
20/. would not make an essential difference in 
thflfct respect, and might have a contrary eflect; 
for the forty-shilling freeholdeJrs are n\orc thcj 
property of the Protestant proprietors, and it 
might weaken what might be called the Pra* 
testant interest, to increase the qualification. 

Do you make a distinction between the alter- 
ation of the franchise in counties and cities? — ^ 
1 do not, in that answer. As far as I know of 
cities, the forty-shilling freeholder is that whicl^i^ 
ought t0 be all6wed to Subsist ; I think in citicNl 
it ought not to be inercdsed. . ^ . 

Where there is concurrent right In fix?etlhen 
and freeholders, the effect of the alteration of the 
elective franchise of the freeholder would be, to 
throw a kind of superiority in the hands of the 
freeman? — Undoubtedly; my answer as to 
cities is in relation to that; 1 know of no city 
or town that; in itself, has the right of represen- 
tation in Ir-eland, in which the freemen do not 
vote. Mallow is not an exception, for that is a 
manor, not a mere town. 

In the event of the qualification in cities 
being raised, would not the e&ct be, to place the 
return in the hands of the corporations of thes6 
places? — ^The effect of striking out the forty- 
shilling^ freeholders in cities would be, to place 
the return in the hands of the corporation of 
those places^ completely and irretrievably. ' 
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dissatisfaction, and produce danger in those 
places? — Great dissatisfaction to a very valuable 
class of j^eople, thriving commercial men. 
' Have you ever considered that it is desirable 
that the forty-shilling freeholder, or indeed 
any freeholder holding his freehold by lease, 
should not vote, unless his rent had been paid ?^ 
-^— I should think it certainly an advantage, but 
there are great difficulties about carrying it into 
pratice; I think it would be a great advantage, 
ifpratical. 

Would it not have the effect of disfranchising, 
at any election you have known, nine- tenths of 
the freeholders ? — Yes, at any election I have 
known hitherto, certainly: it would disfranchise 
a&great many. 

. Who did not secure this object, that the free- 
bolder should be a person of more substancQ and 
property than at present? — Yes, if be hsid 6and 
)f(/e paid his rent; but it would enable a direct 
bribe to be given for his rent, or the candidate 
would qualify him to vote by having some friend 
to pay the rent. 

Would it not raise the freeholder to a nfM>re in- 
depent situation? — It certainly would, and would 
be, I am convinced, ujKin the whole^ a decided 
benefit to the system; the only difficulty is the 
mode of carrying it into effect. 

Would it be more difficult to carry it into 
effect, than raising the qualification?---! believe 
not; the question comes suddenly upon me, but 
my opinion is, it would be the easier of the two, 
to have the rent piid off. 

Why do you think that qualification for voting 
in counties, that is not attended with any incon- 
venience in England, should be attended with 
in<^onvenicnce in Ireland? — In England, I un- 
derstand that tl^e greate^rpart of the forty-shill- 
ing tenures are fee-simple tenures, where th^^^ 



persons who possess the votes have absolute ifio- 
ttiinion, and arc not therefore the property SLttd 
serfs of any other person; in Ireland, it happened 
that they are made freeholders for election pur- 
poses; and it seems to my mind, that they make 
the same distinctions as in corpoi*atians^ regular 
ireemen and occasional freemen* 

If, therefore, the state of society, with re-* 
ference to rural arrangements in Ireland, was t<$ 
be more assimilated to that whiqh exists in £ng» 
land, the objection to forty-shilling freeholder* 
in Ireland would vanish? — In my mind, it would 
be totally done away; in my humble judgment^ 
it would not be at all right to meddle with them; 
I liave not expressed any opinion favourable to 
raising the franchise at aU. 

Do you think that that species of improve*, 
inent in Ireland, which tbere is fair reason to 
Jbelieve exists, has a tcndeticy to place the sociat 
system in Ireland more upon a footing of simi- 
larity to that of England in that respect, and 
therefore to correct the evil of forty-shiUing free- 
holders? — I am entirely of that opinion; I think 
the progressive improvement in Ireland is such, 
as is calculated to do away a great deal of the iu^ 
convenience of the present system, and to render 
it quite unnecessary, if it ever, were necessary, 
to make any alteration certainly unadvisable. 

Would it be hkcly that the great proprietors 
will parcel out their estates in fee simple free^ 
holds, as long as the present system of politicHl 
influence exists in Ireland, through the mean* 
of forty-shilling freeholdersi — I do not cxpec( 
that the proprietors of Irelaed will ever ma^c 
donations of the fee, or sell it; but persons ac- 
quiring property, may purchase small estates^ 
% most desirable thing, if we could see it ia 
Ireland. .. • 
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Richard Shiell, Esq. examined. — 3d March 1 8i2S. 

Have you turned in your mind the questic^n bf 
the qualification at present required for a Roman 
Catholic freeholder? — I have not given it a great 
deal of attention; but this I will say, that if it 
was put to the Roman Cathohc body, whether 
they would accept ot Roman Catholic emanci. 
piatibn upon the indispensable terms of raising 
the qualification of the freeholders, Catholib 
emmcipation is a matter of such paramount mo- 
rhent, that the people would be ready, and more 
than ready, that they would be most anxious to 
accept of emancipation even upon such con?- 
ditions; and I further think, that so far from its 
being an injury, it Would be a benefit to the 
lower orders, that the qualification should be 
raised, and that the mass of the peasantry should 
not be invested every five or six years ivith a 
incre resemblance of political authority, which 
does iiot naturally belong to them, and which is 
quite unreal. ' .. 

Do you think it would be in any respect 
practicable to efl^ect an alteration in the qualifi- 
cation of' the freeholder, unless accompanied 
with the measure to which you have already al- 
luded ?^~I think Catholic emancipation should 
be made the precursor of such a measure; I am 
convinced that if such a measure was attempted 
without Catholic emancipation, it would only 
tend to produce deeper bitterness of feeling than 
iiow exists. 

When you express that the Roman Catholics 
would consent to the freeholders qualification 
being considerably raised, you conceive it would 
be a general measure, extending to Protestants as 
well as Catholics? — Certainly; if a distuictiou 
was taken, our elections would be scenes of reli-^ 
gious agitation. 
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Bdt that the qualification for Presbyterians^ 
l>issenters. Churchmen^ and Roman Catholics, 
should be the same?— ^ Yes; and I think, that 
.when the election law is about to be modified, ii 
would not be iojtKhcious, if persons having be- 
neficial chattels reaK should be entitled io vote ; 
a man, with a lease ot 999 years, which yields him 
jbrty or fifty pounds a year, should have a vote. 

Do you think an arrangement of that kind, 
which would disqualify persons actually in pos- 
session of that franchise, and which they had 
exercised, and never abused, would give satis- 
faction to them ? — I think the great body of 
.the people in Ireland, particularly the free- 
holders, arc greatly swayed by the higher class. 
I am sure that Mr. O'ConneH's influence is so 
great, that if Catholic emancipation were passed, 
he would reconcile them to the surrender bf 
that, which is to a great extent but an imaginary 
right. 

Do you think he would reconcile the Presby- 
terian dissenters to it ? — ^There his influence 
would be of no,effect ; I ani not at all acquainted 
with the north ot Ireland, and I cannot say 
thow the Presbyterians would feel ; but with re- 
spect to the south of Ireland, I believe the te- 
nant, who has^ by virtue of forty shillings, a 
<|ualificatioix to vote, would yield what is but a 
wretched appendage to his few acres of land, 
without much regret.' 

Supposing another gentleman should arise, 
who took another view of this from Mr. O'Con-. 
nell, and should protest against the opinion of 
Mr. 0*Connell, and should hold, that they were 
in possession of that right ; that it was a right 
they had already exercised ; that they had never 
abused it; some person like Doctor Doyle for 
instance ; do not you think he might create a 
considerable party in the south ot Ireland, in 
favour of retaining the elective^ franchise?—*^ 
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I think not ; I think, indeed, that the lower 
orders in Ireland can be easily influenced by an 
appeal to their religious feelings ; diey fied 
greatly irritated at seeing every Protestant that 
passes them their superiors; there is the poinC 
on which they are sore; with reapect to the 
elective franchise, I do not think any individual 
would be able to excite any permanent feeling; 
the subject is not naturally connected with re- 
ligion. 

Being easily excited on subjects connected with 
religion, supposing those to whom they looked up 
' in religion were to consider this as a diminution 
of their influence, and were to protest against 
it, do not you think the influence of persons, 
who took that view of the subject, might create 
a considerable impression? — I think thai the 
Koman Catholic, of the lower orders, could not 
be induced to think that his religion was endan«- 
gered by a general modification of the elective 
franchise. On the subject of the veio, the clergy 
have naturally exercised a very considei^ble inJ- 
fluence; biit there is no such connection be- 
tween the elective franchise and religion, which 
would give any man the means of exercising the 
religious passions on that ground. 

Have not cases occurred recently, in elections for 
counties, in wbi<ih the influence of the priest has 
.been very greatly exerted >? — No doubt about it'; 
but the influence of the priest in elections arises 
/rom the question of Roman Catholic emanci- 
pation, and none other. It is in reference to thaft 
question that it is exclusively exercised. If a priest 
.came forward at an election, and directed the peo- 
:ple not to vote for any man who would not sup- 
port Parliamentary reform, the people woold not 
'listen to him ; but when he tells them not to 
<vote for any man but who will support the Ca*- 
(tholic claims, he makes an appeal, which in^my 
4>piiuoais justified by reason and sound wnse^ 
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he could not, I thinly, produce any impression 
on the lower orders, except on some subject 
immediately involving a religious question, and 
' not collaterally connected with it. 

If he said, " do not vote for any man who will 
vote for the disqualifying of the freeholders,** 
would not he make an impression?— I am sure 
he would not; and I am sure the priests would 
feel no interest in the subject, and would not in- 
terfere. In the county of Dublin, the clergy 
exercised itifluence at the last election, but it, was 
on a subject in which the clergy and people had 
a common concern; besides the passions of the 
people are at present extremely inflammable. 
It is only necessary to apply a spark to set them 
on fire; but even now it would be impossible to 
excite the people on a subject not involving their 
religion, and if emancipation were passed, a dif- 
ferent feeling would speedily prevail, and the 
power of excitation would be diminished, because 
the popular passions would be allayed. It is the 
law which now creates the materials of. public 
excitement. 

Supposing the civil disabilities of the Ronian 
Catholics were removed, and that in a county 
election there were two candidates, a Protestant 
and a Roman CathoHc, do not you think it wpJuld 
be possible for the priest to make a very strong 
appeal to his flock, in favour of the Roman 
Catholic candidate?— He might make an appeal, 
but I think it wpuld be unavailing; there would 
be an end to their political resentments. Even 
now, the Catholic priests are in the most cordial 
intimacy with Protestants; they perpetually dine 
with them ; habits of close friendship exist be*- 
tween the Roman .Catholic priesthood and tiie 
Protestants; there is no individual distate towards 
the Protestant existing in the mind of the 
Catholic priest; he feels an ^tipathy only to 
the system by which he and his countrymen 
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are kept in what he considers i state of c(e* 
gradation. 

Then the existence •of civil disabihties has 
created no disgust. between the Roman Catholics 
arid the Protestants? — I think where the Pro- 
testant gentry do not oppose Cathohc emanci- 
pation, the priests and they are upon a good 
footing; but that where a Protestant gentle- 
man opposes CathoHc emancipation, ho at once 
becomes an object of antipathy to the priest- 
hood, in common with tlie rest of the Catholic 
community. . 

You do not mean your last answer then to 
apply generally, as describing the state of feeling? 
— No; I confine it of course to what we call 
liberal Protestants^ to whom the priests entertain 
a partiality. 

What are the others called ? — They are classed 
under the comprehensive name of Orangen>en ^. 
some, of course, are more conspicuous for their 
hostility than others, and incur a corresponding 
aversion. 

You make a distinction between a man who is 
an Orangeman and a man who is tinctured with 
Orangeism? — ^l^here are some professed Orange- 
men, men who make Orangeism a matter of 
boast ; they are extremely obnoxious. Others, 
who merely oppose Catholic emancipation, are 
looked upon with feelings of more mitigated 
aversion. 

As the admission to Parliament, in case of ^e 
question of Catholic emancipation being carried^ ^ 
could be granted merely to Catholics of the higher * 
orders of society, are you of opinion that such 
a boon granted to them would be a reasonable 
ground, or a probable ground of satistactioa to 
tbe lower oiders of freeholders, for the loss of 
tfae ele<^rve tran<^Ui^ if the amount ot the quar 
lii^atiou be raised^ aiid the iorty-shiUing free^ 
lialder bcdone awajr with i— -I am convinced of iu 
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Would not the circumstance of granting eman- 
cipation remove all prejudices that might exist in 
refpeet of the alteration of the qualification of 
freeholders ? — I am convinced it would. 

JHave you read the statement of Mr. Burke on 
the subject of the elective franchise, where he 
describes the value of it to a poor man ; do you 
recollect the arguments urged in 1793, that there 
was actually a distinction made in the letting of 
land between Roman CathoJics and Protestants^ 
that the Roman Catholic-was never courted by a 
rich man who was his neighbour ; but that the 
Protestant received civility from him in return 
for his vote, and that a great practical distinction 
aro^e in consequence of the disability under 
which the Roman Catholic laboured ? — ^I re- 
collect that argument was used, and I think if 
there were only a few freeholders, that argu^ 
ment would hold good ; but where an immense 
number of freeholders can be made by a single 
person, (I think the Earl of Glengal has made 
2^000 freeholders in the county of Tipperary), 
there is then an end of the prerogative which a 
freeholder is supposed to possess. The peasantry 
are driven in droves of freeholders to the hustings : 
they must obey the command of their landlord ; 
it is only in cases of peculiar emergency, and 
where their passions are powerfully excited, that 
a revolt against the power of the landlord can 
take place. In the county ot Dublin there were 
two strong reasons why, at the last election, the 
tenant did not obey the landlord. The first was, 
the intense interest which was felt in Catholic 
emancipation, and upon no other subject could so 
iutedsean interest be felt: and in the second place, 
the peasantry weffe put, by their, utter miseiy^ 
arising from the fall of pric^s^ beyond the land- \ 
lord's power ; the latidlord couW^riot injure them, 
they had nothing to lose ; they^liad ncr interest ' 
in their lands^ and the argument put to them by ' 
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Mr. 0*Connell was this, if you disobey your 
landlords what will be the result ? they must 
seek for other tenants ; where will they get 
them ? at the Mendicity Association in the city 
of Dublin. The county of Dublin election 
affords no illustration of the rest of Ireland ; it 
stands on its peculiar grounds. 

Do you think a powerful appeal might be made 
to the people on this ground, supposing the ar- 
rangement which you think on the whole a de- 
sirable arrangement, were to be carried into effect, 
here is an arrangement made by Parliament, the 
eflect ot which is to open Parliament and Office 
tQ the upper classes of the Roman Catholics, but 
the compromise required on your side is, that 
you, the great mass of the people, who never 
can sit in Parliament, and to whom Office is no 
object, are to be deprived of the only privilege 
that, practically, you arc likely to enjoy ? — I do 
not think any efficient appeal could be made 
among the ]ower order of the Roman Catholics 
(independently of some points in which I think 
their interests are deeply concerned) ; a feeling 
of wounded pride .is excited by the state of the 
law ; they think they belong to a degraded caste; 
this sentiment operates strongly upon them, and 
a mere imagination on their part will produce 
practical results, just as pernicious as it the 
grievance were admitted to be as substantial as I 
am disposed to think it. The people, conceive 
that they are degraded by the law ; that Pro- 
testants are placed above their head, and that the 
Protestant in authority will have a leaning to- 
wards the members of his own class. This feel- 
ing produces deep concern. Let me add, that 
this feeling is justified and provoked by the per- 
petual occurrence of irritating circumsta,nces. 
The lower order of Protestants assert their su- 
periority to the poorer Catholics, in every inci- 
dent wher^.they ^x^ brought into .coqfiparisQii; 
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Allow me to give an example: Sanders's news- 
paper in the city of Dublin, contains most of the 
advertisements of servants; every servant who is 
a* Protestant, makes mention of his religion in 
his advertisement for a place ; he thereby inti- 
mates that he belongs to a better class in society; 
tliat he is probably a more decent and respectable 
man; assuredly, this superiority, assumed J3y 
the lower classes of Protestants in society, must 
be extremely galling to the Roman Catholics ; 
It meets them at every step. To return to the 

Question put to me, I conceive that the Roman 
latholic freeholders would be reconciled, by the 
ascent they Would make in the political scale, to 
the deprivation of what" is in reality no substan- 
tial enjoyment. They would purchase equality 
with the Protestant servant and mechanic, at the 
expense of a useless vote. 

it they argue so sensitively on points of this 
nature, cannot they argue equally sensitively on 
this point ; or may not a person make use of that 
argument to dissatisfy their minds with this ar- 
rangement, by which they are the only losers? — 
1 do not think that any person who engaged in 
inch an enterprise would succeed ; when the 
qualification of a freeholder is raised, there is an 
incentive to honourable exertion given to the 
peasant: you do not tell him that he shall never 
vote, but you tell him, that in order to exercise 
this privilege he must acquire an interest of five 
or ten pounds a-year ; he has always hope before 
him. The Roman Catholic peasant would not 
consider himself as deprived of any valuable 
possession ; most of the peasantry would expect 
to be able by industry to raise themselves at last 
to the qualification ; a freehold would become aii 
object of ambition, and would be a real and ho- 
tiourable privilege. 

Will not the Catholics, in case emancipation is 
6arried^ consider that measure as merely con- 
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Certainly not. ^ 

Will it be to them and by them considered as a 
measure conferring advantages upon themselves?. 
-r-They.think it will confer great advantages upon 
themselves, and it will, in my opinion, confer 
those advantages by producing a reconciliation be- 
tween the higher and lower orders, by banishing 
the suspicion of injustice, and generating an ami- 
cable sentiment towards the povernment, which 
will conduce- to the gradual diffusion of peaceable 
points, by teaching the people to look, up to the 
taw as their certain protection, instead of seeking 
redress by acts of outrage, and by effacing that 
line of religious demarcation which has rooted a 
disposition to insult in the privileged and fevered 
class, and a feeling of deep resentment in the 
lower orders of the community* The Catholics 
are constantly made the objects of the most 
galling contumely. I shall mention an examples 
afforded by a person in the employmentof go- 
vernment; a gentleman at the head bf the police 
in the county of Wexford, not long ago, told a 
number of Roman Catholics who happened to 
be assembled together, that he would direct his 
police men to shoot the papists like rats. This 
insult excited the strongest feeling of resentment 
among them ; the result was, that an investiga* 
tion was directed by the lord lieutenant into the 
matter; the Roman Catholic Association sent 
down counsel ; it was ascertained that those 
words had been spoken, and the gentleman who 
bad spoken them was removed from that place 
and sent to another. It is quite obvious that 
such words would never have been used, if the 
ignominious distinction between Catholic and 
Protestant were removed. If a Protestant gen-r 
tlemen employed language so insulting, what 
Ufiay not be expected from the lower orders of 
Protestants. The word *^ Papist" is constantlj^j 
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in their mouths. The degradation with which it 
is supposed to be attended^ excites feelings of 
the deepest animosity among the people. There 
would be an end to those animosities at once if 
/be Catholic question were settled, because there 
\irould be an end to that injurious ascendancy^ 
which is personal as well as poHtical. 

Do they conceive that granting emancipation 
would, from this situation of degradation, raise 
them to a footing of proper equality with their 
fellow subjects ?-~I am certain of it, - V 

Do they talk much about the question, or take, 
much interest in it? — It is, I understand, from 
those who know them, best, the subject which 
chiefly occupies their attention. 

Do you mean among the lower orders ? — Yesi^ 
^mong the lower orders. 

Why are they to be considered as disqualified 
from exercising the elective franchise, if they 
are in the constant habit of talking on elective 
matters ?— They all know the power of their 
landlords. The landlord requires a very high 
rent, which generally speaking the tenant is not 
able to pay, and if the tenant disobeys the land- 
lord at the election, he will not of course take 
into account the inability of the tenant to dis- 
cbarge his rent, but will immediately distrain 
him. !"The peasantry therefore have no discretion 
on the subjt^ct. 

Deducting that influence from the landlord^ 
you think that from their general intelligence 
they are capable of making a proper distinction 
between the individuals who are candidates for 
the county, and thus exercising their elective 
franchise ?~They may be qualified to form a 
judgment upon the Catholic question, which is 
a subject that touches them nearly % they have 
perjlietual opportunities of observing and feeling 
the practical evils that result from the penal code ^ 
and they are therefore qualified to jud|;e upoii 
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the fitness of an individual to sit in Parliament, 
so far as that question is concerned. It is upon that 
question only that they now exercise any opinion. 

What do you thinK would be the effect of a 
Jaw, which raised the qualification to a twenty- 
pound freehold, would it be to throw more power 
into the hands of the Protestant voter than he at 
present possesses ? — I am not very well qualified 
to give an opinion upon the subject ; I have 
heard among Roman Catholics themselves, a 
great dissent of opinion with respect to it. I 
believe, that m some counties it would operate 
in one way, and in other counties in a different 
^ay ; but I am sure of this, that freeholders, 
whose qualification was raised, would be quite 
free from religious prejudice, and would be dis- 
posed to consult their own individual interests 
in giving their votes, without any sort of reference 
to the particular form of Christianity professed 
by any candidate. 

You think there would not be any partiality, 
on the part of a Roman Catholic voter, in favour 
of a Roman Catholic candidate h — I think that^ 
after a year, or some such short period, after the 
question had been carried, no such partiality 
iirould be manifested, I know that at first there 
might be some ebullition of popular sentiment ; 
ey/en now, a Protestant, entertaining opinions 
fgivourable to the Roman Catholic claims, is ra- 
ther preferred to a Roman Catholic by the people, 
tl)an regarded with any evil eye. I am quite con- 
tinced that elections would, in Ireland, be de- 
cided by higher personal and political qualifica- 
tions, and by the ascendancy of wealth and rank. 
As an illustration, I beg to mention that the 
plebeians of ancient Rome, who were excluded 
for a considerable time from offices of honour and 
emolument, which excited deep animosities iil 
the commonwealth, elected a patrician to the 
prsetorship, immediately after the power of elfect- 



ing a plebeian had boen obtained. Livy say^, 
that the circunistance deserves note. The^e 
would be an end to all religious faction in Ire- 
land, when the law had ceased to provoke it ; and 
former feuds would be speedily forgotten. 

Daniel Cf Connelly Esq. examined. — Ath Marck 
1825. 

If Catholic emancipation were granted, do 
you think there would be any objection to rais- 
ing the qualification of voters ? — I doubt whe- 
ther it be a desirable measure ; but it is quite 
another question, whether so much liberty being 
purchased by emancipation, it would be right 
for the Catholics to make a stand upon the forty - 
'shilling freeholds ; as an individual, my own 
wish would be, to extend the franchise as far as 
I possibly could to every one. 

As' a general principle? — Yes; I know the 
system of the forty-shilling freeholds is full of 
abuses, and with the extreme number of oath« 
with which it has been loaded, creates great per- 
jury. I am myself a parliamentary reformer 
upon principle. 

In point of fact, generally speaking, forty*- 
shilling freeholders of Ireland exercise no free- 
dom of election whatever? — Generally speaking, 
in many districts they do not ; in cities they do 
decidedly exercise a freedom of election, and I 
have known them to exercise it, as far as my 
experience went, in cities with great disin- 
terestedness, and at great personal sacrifices ; in 
counties, in general, they do not, for they be- 
come part of the live stock of a great estate. 

Do you think they can set any value upon a 
franchise, in the exercise of which they are so 
constrained? — It is valuable to them, notwith- 
' standing : for even in an estate where they ai*e 
very much in the power of the lahdloi*d, the 
^landlord is obliged^ to a certain extent^ to use 



60 

the phrase I did before^ to court them ; and it W 
of value to an Irish peasant in the south, to get 
a tenure ot land, and to have a life in his lease. 
Do you know the system that is in general 

Fursued, of ordering electors into the hustings ?— 
do, and condemn it v^ry much. 

Is it not by a note from the bailiff, as he i« 
called in the north, or the driver in the south ? — 
Yes, it is done in that way ; there are great 
abuses in the system of regulations ; it produce* 
great perjury, but if those abuses, particularly 
the perjury, could be done away, in that case I 
should be sorry to see the forty- shilling free- 
holds abolished; although I do not mean to 
contend, that as a condition of emancipation^ 
some arrangement might not take place upoTi 
that subject. 

In the parts of the county you are most coo- 
versant with, do you not think that a moderate 
raising of the qualification would equally benefit 
Catholics and Protestants ? — I rather think, that 
by raising the qualification, you would raise the 
Roman Catholic influence in most of the counties 
in the south of Ireland, because the forty-shilling 
freeholder is much more the property of his lana- 
lord, than the 6ve-pound or the ten-pound free- 
holder would be ; and as the greater part of the 
estates in fee are in the hands of Protestants, the 
consequence is, that with the forty shilling Ca- 
tholic freeholders, the Protestant landlord has 
really an inflence ; whereas the five-pound or 
ten-pound freeholder would be more indepen- 
dent, and more likely to follow the bent of his 
own inclination. 

Then, in that way, it would be acceptable to 
the Catholic population of Ireland ? — If we were 
emancipated, the question politically between 
Catholic and Protestant would, in my mind, be 
at an end ; but if we were to continue uneman- 
cipated^ if it were understood as distinctly a$ I 
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acceptabie to the Catholics. 

Do you think that Catholic freeholders, or 
indeed freeholders in any part of Ireland, are 
proud of their franchise ? — Yes, certainly, they 
all feel its advantages ; it is the tirst step towardr 
not being exactly slaves ; it mitigates every part 
of the system. 

In your own case, as possessing a landed 
estate, do you find thai those persons who have 
leases for lives on your property will go to the 
mere trifling expence of three-j^ence, which is 
the sum allowed by law, to register their free- 
holds, without which registry they cannot vote ?— 
Yes, they would, if I did not get them regis- 
tered, 

' Do you believe that is the general habit 
throughout Ireland ? — I do ; I Jcpow instances 
where persons have had freeholds required by 
remaining upon common land upwards of twenty 
years ; and they have, at their own expense,, 
unless somebody has done it tor them, been quite 
ready to get them registered. 

Does not that difl'tr entirely from the nature of 
a common freehold interest in Ireland; is not 
that a freehold in itself?— It is a fee simple, 
but it shews that there is an anxiety on the part 
of the peasant, to have the advantage of being a 
freeholder. 

Do you think that at present, in principle, 
the elective franchise can be said to be a fran- 
chise, when it depends upon so many circum- 
stances that would prevent.it being a franchise; 
for instance, there is the necessity of registering 
every seven years ; if he does not register every 
seven years, he loses his freehold ?-T-It is ex^ 
cessively clogged in Ireland, certainly. 

Do you think that that in principle \i a fran- 
chise Pt— There still remains the franchise in 
principle ; but in prj^ctice very much qualified- 
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by the regulations ; to a lawyer it is quite ftrtii-f' 
liar, that whenever you set about mending a., 
thing by Act of Parliament, you increase the 
other mischiefs tenfold, unless the simple plan . 
be taken of beginning by repealing every thing 
that went before, and making your entire system 
in one Act of Parliament* 

Do you think that the population in Ireland^ > 
of the lower class of freeholders, would be satis- 
fied to renounce what they consider an advantage, 
without any advantage being given them in 
return? — They certainly would not; and I 
should take it to be an excessively dangerous 
experiment to set about taking that right from 
the fortyrshilling freeholders generally, without 
doin^ something first to conciliate them. 

Do. you not think that it might be easily 
brought home to their understandings, that Ca- 
tholic emancipation being granted was a full re- 
muneration for such loss? — My own opinion is, 
that it might easily be done so^ more especially 
it the qualification was not made too high in the 
first instance, and leaving to the present class 
their right during the remainder of their lease. 

Do you not think that any good effects would 
j^rise from raising the elective franchise, laying 
aside all party feeling ? — Good eflects in the abo- 
lition of perjury and frauds; but my own opi- , 
nion is strongly in favour of extending the right. 
of Voting. 

Could it be extended in Ireland ? — It could 
be extended every where, upon principles th?it to 
my mind appear the principles of the constitu* 
tion and of^justice. 

Do you think that there would be any well- » 
grounded apprehension of discontent in conse- 
quence of it? — I think, if the elective franchise 
was taken away from the forty-shilling fr^- 
holders, without satisfactory emancipation, there ^ 
would be welKgrounded apprehensions. 
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In the event of Catholic emancipation beinr- 
granted, you think there would not be? — 1' 
think, if a satisfactory act of emancipation was 
granted, it would be very easy to avoid all peril" 
upon that subject. 

Do not you think the feeling the Catholics 
would have upon the removal of what they con-' 
sider a stigma upon their religion, would be that 
that was a greater benefit to them than any be-, 
nefit they derive from the elective franchise? — I 
am sure they would consider it so. I do not 
think there is a people in the world more dis-^ 
posed than the Irish to enter into that view of it# 

What eflFect do you think would be produced 
upon the Protestant freeholders, who would be. 
disiranchised in the same way as the Catholic^ 
but who would have no such compensation for. 
their loss, as the Catholics would have?-r-My* 
opinion is, that the Protestant freeholders wot|Id 
consider sUch an act as an unqualified grievaoe^* 
lipon them ; nor do I think there are any meant* 
of reconciling them to it. 

Are they not very few in comparison with thes 
Catholics? — In the north, I apprehend they are 
numerous ; I do not see how the Protestant fre^^i 
holders of the north could be reconciled to it, 
unless by gentlemen possessing influence con- 
vincing them that there was some equivalcnl, 
given to them, by increasing the general Protes- 
tant interest in Parliament, against the parti* 
oular Catholic interests which would be pro-» 
moted. 

. If they considered that the carrying the ques- 
tion of emancipation had a great effect in in- 
creasing the tranquillity of the country and 
removing the evils which affect Ireland, would 
«ot that be considered an equivalent ? — I should 
suppose it would; because it ought to influence 
every fair mind, and therefore the Protestant 
forty-shilling freeholders would be as likely to bn 



tntisfied for any thing that Is reasonable as the 
Catholic freeholders. - 

]^V>gh O Connor y Esq. eMtnuned. — SM March . 

1825. 

Have you ever attended a county election in 
Ireland ? — ^Only once ; I have been, perhapsr^ 
tivice^ but only for half an hour or so ; but I ai(i 
once attend two or three days. 

Where was that ? — In the county of Dublin. 

What description of persons, in point of pro^ 
|)ertyand station, are the forty-shilling freehold-* 
ers whom you then saw vote, and whom yoi| 
have seeji vote on other occasions ?— -I took 
ttiyself, from what I saw, some feeling of objec- 
tion to the forty-shilling freeholders ; I rather 
lamented that there were that description of free-^ 
holders. 

Do you think they are in a station of life vrhich 

fives any security to the public, of a fair and in-* 
ependent exercise of their franchise ? — I think 
they are not in that station of life tliat gives socb 
security. 

• In the event of a bill being carried for tli^ 
emancipation of the Catholics, as it is termed, do 
you conceive that it would be desirable to make 
any alteration in the pre*sent qualification of the 
freeholders J — Very desirable, as it strikes me. 

Do you conceive that such alteration wouid be 
acceptable to the Catholics, if it formed part of ^ 
general measure of emancipation? — It seems to 
itoe. that Catholic emancipation would besagreat 
a boon, that I should think it would bejacceptable* 

Do you consider, that a proposition for altera 
ing the franchise, without at the same time aC'*. 
companving that measure with Catholic emanci- 
pation, wfuld be attended with risk or danger?^-* 
With both, I think. 

Do you considf:/. that such alteration would 
contribute to dimi:: isa the fair influeace of Catho^ 
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lic8 in elections ?^ — ^From my pwti fciiowledge, I 
know very little of the nature of elections ; lam 
inclined to think it would not diminish th^ faif 
influence of Catholics. 

To what amount would you think it adviss^^tf 
to raise the qualification^ from the present qu^U-^ 
fication of forty shillings ?-^I have heard, tba|l£ 
was proposed to raise it to ten pounds ; X shf^iilii 
think myself, that the lower classes ot ele^tory 
wo^ld think their rights 4oo much abridgcd:|^y 
its b^ing raised to ten pounds; I should think^ 
that five pounds would be a better standard; 
they would consider ten pounds qualification a 
hai*dshipi I should think ; but I.k.nowvery little 
of the nature of elections, ; /^ 

In the observations you have made in regard tci 

forty- shilling freeholders, do you apply your. 

observations to counties atljarge,.or do you also 

apply it to gities and towns ? — I meant counties at 

large. 

In point of fact, in cities and towns corporate, 
are there not persons of independent personal 
property, who only exercise their franchise by* 
reason of a forty-slnlling ^freehold ?-^I can. only: 
speak pt . liublin ; I know nothing, scarcely 
beyond JDublin ; and I thought the qualification 
for a freeholder, to exercise his franchise in 
Dublin,, must be twenty pounds ; I have myself 
np freehold in Dublin. 

If any measure were adopted in places like 
Dublin, which limited th^ freehold right, would 
not thf effect of that be, to give an undue and 
unfair preponderance to the corporate franchise 
of freemen r — I should suppose, of course, it 
would. 

Would any measure that increased the corpo- 
rate power of the freemen be a measure that 
would excitjB diso^ntent ^-—Clearly it would; 
great discontent .» 
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You possess landed property in Ireland ?— I do, 
Have you yourself ever made any freeholders 
upon that property ? — -No, I have not. 

Do you think^ considering the manner in which 
freeholders are made in Ireland, which is entirely 
))y the volition of the landlord, and the register- 
ing of them generally at his expense,and that they 
are carried up to the hustings to vote for whatever 
candidate the landlord chooses, just in the same 
tvay that the same person would- carry his live 
8toc4c to market, that under those circumstances, 
they possess the same feeling with respect to the 
elel^tive franchise that they do in this country? — 
I should think they do not ; they are driven up 
Uke sheep, to vote; I should think they do not 
possess the same feelings ; I do not know how- 
ever what the feelings are in this country. 
* Are you aware that in this country, in ninety- 
. nine cases out of a hundred, a man is a freeholder 
by right of a property he possesses in fee ? — 1 am 
told so. 

Does not he in that respect differ very much 
from the Irish freeholder, who is totally depend- 
ant for bis franchise upon his landlord ?-^- 
Certainly. 

Should you as a proprietor, think your own 
power and influence diminished by having th6 
elective franchise raised from forty shillings to 
twenty pounds a year ? — ^My own poVver would 
not ; for I have not turtied niy mind at all to 
political subjects ; I have not even registered 
Hiy own vote in the county in which I have 
an estate ; • ray residence in Ireland is confined lo 
Dublin ; I have not seen that estate for this ten 
years. 

In what county i« that? — In the county of 
Galway. 

; Why have y^ not registered your vote ? — I 
have not been* in the county these ten years ; ^nd 
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I thought it might involve me in^ unpleasant cir* 
cumstances^ as I^m acquainted with both the 
members, and some persons spoken of as lik^^ly 
to be candidates. - 

Mr. Hugh ff^allace examined^ — lltk March 
1825. ■ ;- 

Are you acquainted with the practice o| 
making forty-shilling freeholders ? — i cannot 99y 
that I am acquainted with any practice of making 
fbrty-shiUing freeholders^ but I know that a 
great number of acts have been done by the land* 
proprietors in my neighbourhood, for the pur- 
pose of making them. 

.What acts, do you allude to ?— -The first thing 
I observed regarding it was, that at the expiration 
of leases of any large tracts of ground, several 
of the landlords in the county, for the purpose 
I conceive of creating freehold interest in- the 
county, cut the farms up into small parcels; 
where a farm was formerly held by one person, 
of perhaps fiity or sixty acres of land, the land- 
lord would cut up the farm into tenures for three 
or four different persons. I also observed, and I 
conceived it was done with the same view, dia* 
the landlords, in place of availing themselves of 
the opportunities afibrded by the clauses against 
alienation and sub-letting, which were usually 
contained in the leases, enco.uraged their tenants 
to cut up the farms that were in their possession;' 
under the leases ; and almost encouraged them, 
whenever the son or daughter of any large land- 
holder was married, instantly to make a provision 
for ^hat branch of his family, so as to create a 
new freehold. ^ 

\^s the object of the landlord to - make subr 
tenant freeholders ? — Yes. 

Ha» that been carried on to any considerable 
e^^tent'in tbe^county • of Down ? — I cannot say 
that Jt has been to any very considerable extent; 
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vmy ttkwh iHereaBefl by it ; aoini landlorcU have 
not iidteA ^pon that principle at all. 

Do you know how many freeholders there ure 
now registered in th^ county of Down ? — I can- 
ndfc ^Y with dny degree of accuracy ; 1 should 
suppose about 1 6,000. 

!Do: yojtt know how many freeholders polled at 
th<> contested election in 1790 ? — I do not ; there 
waisiiiQ election in 1806, but the county waft not- 
polled out at that time ; I do not think the 
ctonitty has been polled out since 1790* 
. That election lasted silc weeks ? — It is beyond 
tlie. period of my recollection ; but I have heard 
theri: were either for ty*^ix or forty-^seven days 

. Have yovL any reasen to know whether^ befpre 
tnat electkm in 1605^ any large additions had 
been, mtde tfi the nui)nber of freeholders^ in 
9 ntic^tid^ ol that contest ?-^I was not sufiiT 
ctently advanced in life in 1805;^ to haye apy 
pr«c4ft<»l fcnowliedge upop that subje<^t. 
'. C!lin yiott speak from your own knowiedge,^ of 
fit^ case iji wMoh the number of freeholders haa 
been gi'eatly increased within a ye<ir^ ift. the 
^titfctpation of ii contest? — I think the^frecf 
holders in the county of Down have been vecy 
ttioch increased within the last year^ and I think 
are inereiaeing every day> in anticipiation c^ a 
CMitesi* 

^ Can you say what the number of registered 
freeholders was three, years ago in the coi4<aty 
•of Dmvh ?-^Nq, I cannot I bat when I spok<9 of 
l6,O0Q appearing upon the register-book, I do 
not mean to say, there could be polled in the 
county of Dowt) that number^ because it is«.very 
general practice with very extensive |>r<^p^tors 
ift {theicoAintyof JD^wn^ to hav^ th^ir tenamts 
tegifteted^tbi^ ^r four .ti<me$^ paiftly to guard 
against inistold^^. and -because there to^y bf 
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chmges of property J thp t9t»l mtlnk^T o( t}0 
freehpl^^rs plapec) oh the booif ; ^ppeiirillg li^iOQi, 
perhaps the total nurnb^r pQ|lie4 fnight niG^ %fi 
mor^ than 10,Q00. 

Dp you conceive that t\n^ l^rg^i^ pi*Qpoi^tipf} «vf 
freeholders have a real bondjfd^ freehold) t^ %)iifi 
ai^punt of forty shiilings over and above ^^ 
rpi[it ?-Tr-with reference tp the estjatespt some par- 
ticular proprietors^ I would say they huve ; ^4|^ 
reference to the estatef of ptherp^ X wpald ^jr 
t|r,ey h?ive not. 

js it consistent with ypur experiencei thftt tb^ 
freeholders upon any particular property b^l^ 
Ijsually voted with the proprietor of 4hat pup* 
fl^Tiy}—]S/JLy experience has always induce^ gjp 
to suppose, that that is calculated upon, and jU}||t 
the calculation is very seldom di^appoint^d^ 

Ijave you any doubt that the i^qmber of freffr 
h^ie.rs is very greatly increased by a c;onvi^^|^N^ 
on the part of the proprietor^ thaiheia^dfW 
evj&ry freeholder that he registers/ so 19 u^h jU^lii|»^ 
oiyn personal a^d political influence in thecQupty ? 
r— 1 $aye no dp^ht it is done with that vie^a^^^^,. 
-^IJp ypu conceive that the freeholder's tb^i)^* ' 
il^Ives attach any particular value to the pp|M|h- 
»ipQ of a freehpid?— That species of freehp,l4ers, 
of which X have been speaking, I do not thijoj^jjip^ 

Then, in point of fact, you do not concexite 
that they would give more rent tor a lease, if ^t 
was a freehold lease, thftn they wpuild giy^e if it 
W$s npt, \^Qt if it was as near as ppssibile fin e^^HPil 
terni of years ? — I should rattier suppo^ t^l^t 
they >rould consider ; I will npt sfiy that tjbtajT 
^'ould give a higher rent, but they .woujld f}op^ 
jiider the freehold a better tenure, for thia ^^e^fw^ 
tl^t they have in general insef^ted in th^ ,L^||fps 
^ranches of their own fainily. 

With respect to the nuo^^focfr o^,p$triKKQS>pii jdjie 
registry books^ is:it npt ii;i ypur k^Qwl^4^3^\^^ 
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tiie restriction which obliges persons under 20/. to 
be registered every eight years, necessarily will 
place' upon the books a much greater number of 
persons than actually can vote, inasmuch as the 
same persons will there appear registered two or 
three times ?— It must have that effect in some de- 
gree, but I do not conceive it is that which occa- 
sions so many more names appearing upon the 
iace of the h-eehold registries, than there are per- 
sons entitled to vote ; I think it arises from the 
practice of landlords re-registering their tenants^ 

They must re-register under the Act, or else 
.'they are void at the end of eight years ? — I meant 
to convey, that the landlords do not wait for the 
expiration of eight years from the originat re- 
gistry. * 

Are there, within your knowledge, any consi- 
derable body of small freeholders in the county of 
Down, wjio possess themselves the fee of pro- 

Jerty to the value of forty shillings a year? — 
n my immediate neighbourhood there are njariy. 
. Do you conceive that a freeholder of that de- . 
scription attaches more value to the possession 
qf his freehpld, than the freehold lessees, of whom 

"you have been speaking ? — Certainly. 

Are those freeholders in the habit of having 

•themselves registered ; — until within the last 
eight or nine years, they have not ; within that 
time, they have. 

].. Po not freeholders of that description feel, that 
the iflipfiense number of the leasehold freeholders 
on the estates of great proprietors, almost make 

* their own individual votes of little or no value ?^ — 
I do not conceive that class of freeholders, of 
whom I have been speaking, take into their con- 
sideration the value of the franchise in any other 
point, than with a view of their having an oppor- 

' tunity of serving, in the event of a contested 

'" election, some gentlemap^ for whom they have 
|t personal regard, 
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. If there were no personal motives which induce- 
.them to register their freeholds^ do you con- 
ceive that, upon general grounds, thejr would 
have a disposition to register their freeholds ?— • 
1 do not conceive that they would take the 
trouble. 

You stated, that you have known large tracts 
of land^ which upon falling out into lea«e, had 
been divided among several lessees ; were those 
persons sub- tenants existing upon the farm at the 
time? — In many cases, they were not. 

Then they must have been persons who have 
been introduced for the sole purpose of making 
freeholders? — on some estates^ the lands were 
^put up, in fact, to be let. 

Do you conceive, that they were so put up to 
be let, for the purpose of obtaining the highest 
rents that could be obtained, or for the purpose 
of introducing a large number of freeholders upon 
the estate ? — When they were put up to be let, 
I conceive that they were put up for the purpose 
of drawing to the landlord a greater profit, in 
/the shape of rent. 

Do you think any kindness is induced from 
the landlord to his tenantry, by the fact of their 
having those forty-shilling freeholds ? — I ques- 
tion very much if there is. 

In some cases, does not it lead to acts of hard- 
ship upon the part of the landlord towards his 
tenants, where the tenants refuse the landlord's 
solicitation for their votes? — ^TTiat I* have no 
doubt of. 1 

Do you know in what manner some of the 
proprietors in Ireland are in the habit of cow- 
trolling the votes of their tenants? — I know two 
modes by which they harass the tenants^ who do 
not vote as they wish them to do. 

Will you he good enough to state them ?^One 
is, preventing them from having bog ground (the 
right of cutting, in the bog^ of the landlord^ 
firing for the tenant^) wbicb> in general, is no 
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granted by the leases, but is an easement that 
they are permitted to enjoy by the landlords; 
the other is, the compelling them, upon estates 
• where it has always been allowed that half a 
year's rent should be in the tenant's hands, to 
pay up that to the day it becomes due. 

So that, if the forty-shilling freeholder votes 
according to his own judgment, he is immedi- 
ately obliged to pay up what is called the back 
hall-year's rent, and is deprived of tiring for the 
next half-year ? — Yes. 

The right of fuel is not leased out with the 
freehold ? — It is not. 

Generally speaking, those forty-shilling free- 
holders exercise no freedom of election what- 
ever? — Generally speaking, I do not conceive 
they do ; I conceive quite the reverse. 

f)o you know if they are ever canvassed by 
candidates for the county, in Ireland? — I have 
known instances of their being canvassed on the 
part of a candidate, and I have known instances 
of their being influenced against their landlords ; 
but not to any considerable extent. 

Do you know whether it has ever been con- 
sidered, that it was an incorrect proceeding in a 
candidate to canvass the tenant, after his land- 
lord had declared his opinion to be in favour df 
the opposing candidate ?— I do not know of any 
.thing of the kind taking place, but I have heard 
of it. ^• 

You have heard of such a thing ? — I hare 
heard of its creating personal quarrels. 

Upon the ground of its being an incorrect pro- 
ceeding in the candidate so to do ?— Yes. 

You have stated, that you reside in the county 
of Down ^ does your experience extend beyond 
that county ? — My experience, upon any suly^efCt 
of which I have been speaking, does not. 

Have you any experience of the \5birnti)S8 <jF 
.Antrim and Londondef ry ?— I havie utit. . 
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f Do you l^now whether, in any part of the 
coQnty of Down, the habit exists, of leasing out 
4n perpetuity, lands to small farmers? — lara 
sure no such practice exists in the county ot 
Down. 

Have you heard of that practice in other parts 
of Ireland? — I have not; 1 have never heard of 
it in any part of Ireland. 

Supposing, in some counties of Ireland, it had 
:been the practice in distant days to have leased 
out those lands in very small portions, in perpe- 
tuity, by which the tenants now have a direct 
freehold interest, but that not to a greater ex- 
tent than 40^. a year ; do not you think it would 
•be a hard thing to deprive them ot the fran*- 
ohise? — When I spoke of my not having heard 
that that was the practice, I had no idea of that 
.question having reference to a distant period ; it 
-was not the case within the last forty or fifty 
years, in the county where I reside ; I have also 
said there are several small farms held ia fee ; 
but those have all arisen, not in consequence of 
leases of small portions of ground being vti^de 
originally, but of some large tract of ground 
being granted in fee, and afterwards subdivide4 
into small portions. 

Zford Killeen examified. — 1 \th March 1825, 

Have you perceived any inconveniences to result 
in the administration of landed property, by rea-r 
sonof the forty-shilling freehold sy stem> — I think 
it is a bad thing for the proprietor of the soil. 

Will your lord3hip have the kindness to ex- 
plain in what respect you conceive it to be a bad 
thing? — A great subdivision of pro{)erty produc- 
ing a great many small holdings, and poor tenants, 
J think injures the proprietors of the soil. 

How does your lordship conceive it to act up- 
on the constitutional principle of representation ; 
are the forty-shilling fireeholdere ot Ireland « 
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free judgment in the choice of a representative ? — 
I bave heard that in many instances they do; 
io other cases^ and I believe more generally, they 
fallow the interest of their landlord. 

As far as the interests of the landlords are con- 
cerned, your Iprdship would see no objection to 
aa extension of the qualificiition from forty-shil- 
lings to a higher sum ? — My answer to that ques- 
iiou would depend a great deal upon what the 
•higher sum were fixed at. 

inippwsing ^hat higher sum to be 10/. or 5/» 
^hat would your lordship's answer be ?-<-I think 
that it perhaps would encroach a good deal, even 
al 10/. upon the principle of popular representa- 
tion* 

The question is directed simply to the intere^Ft 
j>f the landlord, as between landlord and tenant, 
irhether in the management of the land, the in- 
terest of the landlord would be better secured by 
a qualification of 10/. than, as it is now, a quali- 
fication of fortyrsbillings ? — I should consider, 
that the interest of the landlord would be bene- 
fitted by having a richer class of tenantry. 

How do yi^u conceive that such a measure 
.would, 4K!t upon the interest of the tenant ? — I 
cannot exactly gay. 

If the system of dividing holdings into forty- 
shiHing freeholds has been injurious to the land- 
lord in dividing the land, might not the system 
of throwing a great number of those small hold- 
ings into one large one, for the purpose of mak- 
ing one freehold, be injurious to those who are 
now occcupiers of the land ? — I think it would. 

Do you conceive that the subdivision of land 
,which has been going on in Ireland, promotes, 
in any respect, the comforts of the tenantry } — I 
should think it does. I believe that in sonie in- 
stances, landlords, ior the sake of having a free^ 
r hold interest^ consult the comfort of their tenan- 
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try; but I speafc lierij riot of my own: know- 
ledge. 

In 'a former part of your examitiation, your 
Iprclsbip was drawing a distinction between the 
5/. qualification and the lo/. and snggesting, that 
a qualification so high as lb/, might be too great 
an encroachment upon the popular princij^les of 
our representation; do the same observations 
apply to 6/.? — ^No, I think that 6/. would not 
fencroach too much upon the political privilege of 
popular representation. 

What description of holding, or what amount 
of rent do you think would leave to the tenant an 
interest of 6/. per annum in his holding, upon 
your own estate, for instance ? — I cannot possibly 
answer that question in a moment. 

What is the size of those buildings, upon which 
at present the lessees will swear that they have a 
forty-shilling interest, as far as your own know- 
ledge goes? — About two acres, with a hou^e; 
frokn two to four and five acres. 

That, of course, must depend upon the rent^ 
~Yes. 

What fent is generally paid, as far as your 

E* ersbtial and local knowledge goes, for those 
oldings of three or four acres ? — ^Those four acres, 
with a house, will let from 2/. to 50^. per acre. 

That would make it a holding of 7/. lX}s. a 
year ?-^^The question, I understood, referred to 
■my father's estate. * ; • 

Then a rent of about 7/. or 8/. paid to the 
landlord will leave a 40^. interest to the lessee? 
—Yes. 

t The land in the county of Meath is very rich ? 
—Generally very good ; there are parts of the 
county very rich, and other parts where tho^e 
freeholders -are made, generally, are not so 
good. 

* Do you not know instances of a very large 
4|uantity of ground being in the possession of a 
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l«riner,>who will register a 4(kl. freehold 6nly? 
— I do not know of any such instance. 

If the increased qualification for voting wa* to 
be made 5/.-, do you not think thi^t such change 
of qualification would be a wi^e nieasure for Ix^ 
land ?— n.It I am a$ked that question dist^actly^ 
and unconnected with what is called the qpef^ 
tioQ of Catholic emancipation^ I 3hoi|Id »y it if 
not politic or wise* 

As accompanying the grant of the Cjatholiy 
claims^ do you think such a change of qqajifica*^ 
tion expedient ?-:rI think it Would be; in feet, I 
am not quite prepared to answer that qu^stiop, 
because my own mind is not quite made yp qq.. 
the subject. If the alteration were propps^d 
without Catholic emancipation, I know it wouI4 
produce \^ry bad effects ; if accompanied vitK 
Catholic emancipation^ I think it might perbapf 
be bene^ciah 

The increased qualification would ten4 te^ 
check the subdivision of land^fr— J thi^k )$ 
would. 

And the multiplication of paupers ? — Y^i 
: Yon stated, that you thought that the itx^ 
l^tepce ot the 40^. franchise, and ^e dosiite th»t 
inany landholders have to extern} their fr^eftK^^ 
interest, induced them to add to the comfprfia of 
their tenantry ; in what way do you menu to 
\atate that to occur ?— I did not state that of nijr 
own knowledge ; but I had heard instf^nf^a bfd 
occurred^ where landlords have been induf)^ le^ 
give a good tenure and a hpuse^ and hayci. I#> &^ 
benefitted their tenantry. 

Then the benefit to the tenalntry. is^ hi. fict, 
givitig them a freehold lease ?-^Certainly> giving 
ibeiin an interest in their farm. 

Poes not the giving that &edboM le^^^^ ^^WW- 
pled with the same desire of extending a fre^M^ 
int^irest, add very much to the! system d* Wtfltv- 
plyiftg small holdings 2— Yesu 
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Htiw maax ha^o you known to b^ registen^ 
out of ont^ holding as. freeholders? — I uiink I 
never \ieiitdioi more thun one* 

Is the system of joint tenantcy extetisivelj 
mcioA Uffon iA the bounty of Meatb? — I believe 
not* 

Hm therer beeti a contested election, in the. 
county of Meath, lately? — Never fioce the 
Union « 

Hfas there 'been 'one since the elective frant^hise 
was granted, in the year I793 ? — I believe there 
was; oiie not long before the Unions I do not 
racollM^ it: myself* 

ThoB^in point of fact, tbe system of nraUi-! 
plying freeholders, which has prevailed in other. 
(Murts of Ireland, has not existed to any great 
^teiit in the county of Meath ?— No, excepting 
in the boggy districts, where poor people crowd, 
together for the advantage of fuel, which is very 
scarce ip that; county* 

Would your lordship venture upon an opinion, 
as to what impression would be produced upon 
the minds of those persons^ who now are forty 
shiUing freeholders, in the event of their being 
•disqnaU6ed, in consequence of the raising <£ 
the qualification of freeholders to 5/.? — As L 
^ated before, I think if it was made a part of 
the question of Catholic emancipation, they 
Would not be so adverse to the measure ; but if 
it were proposed without that measure, I am 
quit^c^tain th^ir feelings would be hostile to the 
change. 

Does it appear to your lordship, that the ger 
nfi;al dass oi forty-shilling freeholders, take 
much pride, or set much value upon the posr- 
session of the elective franchise? — As I was asked 
just now, whether we had ever a contested clec- 
lioiiy and as I answered, that we have not had 
Otic^ Icaii give no yery depided answer to that 
question. 
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' H«t^ you ever heard^jn .anyipne county in 
Irc^fand, of a candidate canvajswing the^ forty- 
fhilling freeholders of the county ?!-^I* is not* 
usnaK 

' In point of fact, whom does the 6ajiduiate 
generally can vass^ when a contested election^ is^ 
apprehended in other cbonties? — Generally the 
great landed proprietors. 

Did you ever know an instance of a. candidate 
g<Mng about canvassing the forty-shilling free- 
holders? — No. 

- Does n6t your lordship think tho3e foHy-shil^ 
ling freeholders attach a good deal of value to^ 
the circumstance of their being freeholders^ and 
that they may look up to the successful repiie*-' 
sentative for whom they vote, for some little ad-^ 
vantage after they have given him their services? 
-^— I have no doubt that they do. 

Do you not apprehend, that the proprietor of 
those votes is more in the habit of looking up to 
the suecessfu) candidate than the forty-shilling 
freeholder himself ? — I should think both lano* 
lord and tenant place some value on it. 

Your observations, with regard to the frattr 
chise, are applied solely to counties, not to cities 
and towns ? — Only to counties. 

Are there not, in the county of Meath, se- 
veral very considerable towns^, in which the iq*- 
habitants are forty-shilling freeholders^ which 
are not corporate towns or cities ? — ^There is only 
one town in the county of Meath that returns a 
member. 

Are there other considerable towns besides that 
which do not return members ? — Yes. 
'What would be the eflfect upon the person* 
who reside in those towns, in the event of their 
being-deprived of their franchise, or by the qua- 
Itficatfbn being raised to 5/.? — I should imagine, 
that ■they Would view . the alteration with 
ealotisy. 
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Are they not equally deriving their iniefMt 
under some great landed proprietor; or do6s 
your lordship mean, that the freeholders in those 
towns are fee simple proprietonr? — In the towns 
of which 1 speak, i believe they are chiefly 
deriving under great latided proprietors. 
^ And following the interest of their landlords 
in the same maiifier as other freeholders? — Yes^ 
generally. 

Is it not pretty much a matter of notoriety ia 
Ireland that those voters are driven to elections? 
I have heard of its having happened. 

Generally speaking? — Generally speaking. 

Have you ever heard of the voters of a par^ 
cular landlord being kept in confinement w(M 
they voted to prevent communication with i»lher. 
parties?' — I have never heafd of that. 

Or of their being put into the pound?— ^No« 
' Do you happen to know how many voters 
there are in the county of Meath ? — I heard,^ 
some time ago, that there were not a thousand 
registered voters* 

Possibly the majority of those are not merely 
40jr. freeholders? — Many of them are. 

- Do you not apprehend that many of the 40** 
freeholders in the county of Meath, from the 
largeness of their tenures, might register thecn- 
selves 20/. freeholders, if they chose to do so? 
Some might, but not what are commonly called 
the pauper 40*. freeholders. 

Have you ever heard that a landlord has made 
it a personal quarrel with a candidate for can* 
vassinghis tenantry? — No, I never heard of that. 

The Right Hcv. James Doyle, D.D. examined. 
\%th March 1825. 

Have the landlords of the country, in your 
opihion, with a view to receiving a higl>cr rent, 
or with a view to other objects, increased tl^ 
population by encouraging the subdivision of 
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land? — Upon my word I think they have, m 
many cases^ done so^ with a view to receiving a. 
higher rent. 

In point of fact, is a higher rent given, or 
rather promised, for land/ when subdivided in. 
thi3 manner? — Yes; those poor people promise 
any thing almost for land^ in order to get pos- 
session of it. 

Do you think that the desire of registering a 
great number ot freeholders, for instance^ has 
contributed on some estates to the same result? 
—It has contributed, on some estates, to the sub* 
division of land, and to the creation of joint 
tenantcies. 

Has that gone to a great extent of abuse or. 
ill-consequence, in those parts of the country 
with which you are acquainted? — It has not 
gone to a great extent in that partot the country 
with which I am best acquainted. In Kildare 
it has not gone to a great extent, because we 
have not had a contested election therefrom time 
almost immemorial; in the county of Carlow it 
has not gone to a great extent, if I were to ex* 
cept the properties of three or four gentlemen $ 
in the Queen's county it has gone to a consi- 
derable extent. 

You have given to the Committee a very pain- 
ful and a very true picture ot the state of the 
peasantry in some of the districts ; are the pea- 
santry, such as you describe, in many instances 
possessors of the elective franchise ? — ^No ; the 
class of peasantry, which I describe as labouring 
under that extreme distress, are not, or but very 
few of them ; but the Committee will rftcollect^ 
that I presented to them a kind of scale of the 
poor. The great and most numerous class of 
those wretched, beings have no elective fran- 
chise ; then of the class which comes jmme* 
Stately above them^ many have the elective 
6*ancbise» 
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^he Most Rev. Oliver Kelly ^ D.D. examined.-^ 
23d March 1825. 

You resrde in Tuam ? — I do. 

Taain is a quarter sessions town ? — It is. 

Have you not seen th« registry of freeholders 
constantly proceeding in that town f — Fre? 
quently. 

Have you had an opportunity of knowing how 
a freehold is created, and what the class of per* 
sons is to whom it is given, as well as the iu-^ 
terest which they generally have in the tenure of 
their lands ? The Committee take the liberty of 
referring to you, because they know that Tuam 
h^s been a considerable manufacturing tov^nw I 
have known landlords of the country to parcel 
out their lands into small portions, making leases 
of a life or twenty-one years to their tenants^ 
for th^ purpose of enabling them to'give a vote 
at elections. 

'What is the smallest portion of land out of 
which you have known a freehold registered ? — •• 
They register out of three acres sometimes. 

Have not instances comie within your know- 
ledge of one or more freeholders being registered 
out of less than three acres ? — They may perhaps 
have registered out of less. 

Arc not the farms in your part of the country 
generally held in joint tenantcy ? — ^They have 
been. 

Is not that the usual practice ?— It has-been 
the usual practice. ' ' 

Are not the population of the country in the 
county of Galway usually congregated in vil- 
lages, and not residing in separate houses? — They 
are. 

Thoae villages -are generally held under a sepa- 
rate lease ?-r-They are. 

Haw maay partners in the lease ? — ^Ten, 
twelve, or twenty partners. 
• And the holders in such joint tenantcy divide 



dgifto^ m |rou TSeRre ^'crrbcd^ )b tk%ir «iM&s nbd 
sons-in-law, and ftie ^ttTAt^rs x)f their families ? 
—Yes, they do. . 

Areih)^ not BMiged Ky tbi iftDdi<nrd, «A- in- 
Auedd jjcrfkajis, to weate a fVeelMd wtei^ in 
exd&^of. dieiperta&t upon wb'om i?«^ i(jMU is«^ 
divisions of land have devolved? — la Wk^ 
m^litnce^. 

They bH are bi*ot%ht in to ** Tegi«Wrt!d ?— 4a 
wiio^ instatices ttey^re. , 

WiH -yon have "die idibtshfess to dt^etitte 'W&y trf 
%e ^sorties of i^i^rjr which •ttaVe ta4K«t^ pkce 
wrtlnfih ytrur xrwn t>bfeewirtTCrfi ?r^l htiV^ lievw 
I>eenprt8?nt 'It u registry • btft 5 *have ^tfi«t ^ 
ImiWrttnrate ^lee^le WUo 4»av^ 'r^^isfefed v^ 

Boyan-iiieam comkig m, ifr f^trvfiift^ froin 
Tl^stering ?*-^Bcfere -ttitfl 'iiftier^ftgifKrf^ 

Have you ever conversed with thosife |)idf«oft8? 
V-*-3fes, I'haVe. 

Will ybu HaJve th^ kindn^«s'to^tefthe^t«ti^ 
of their con^ver^tion, 0r t>f their tSb^frvs^ttfctts 
^aftm khe task they bad beenipcffwtnlfig ?—*Niey 
teBV>e^er\^caH^d ^f^n nie ko represent ttei rtb^^ 
-dtoifan, andTstjatid^kt thfe qwhtity ibi -WndHitejr 
held was very small ; thit th^^i«^e vei^y *ajp- 
^i^iibemiiv^ jlbotit takitJg the oath thSsitthey ^re 
rfort^-^hJIlmg-^fi^holders ; afidihey ffeqUfe*dr«d^ll«e 
to advise them what to do upon the occciftOfti. 
^My ad^'ide ^hifoftnly vtas, for ho p^fsft^ti t^ i-e- 
gister as a freeholder unless be conld do it irtfti 
-wfety to'bis own cdnsdi^ttce. ^I have «tflet^tkem 
ifterwaris, and tbef i^okno^kd^ tt> itte,^lmt 
irfdyottgh they did not fefeltheir^ 
at ease, they were obliged to register those flNI»- 
hoWs; tlwittbey Had b(e^n«h>icttWn^dito^Be ex- 
pelled from their holdings, ^«n\l>tty be td^iV«**f 
rthttHind/in^s they r*g»st«ftd tb^efW^ilds. 

Will you have the kiiAldMfe^«^tk>l^*pteii>tto^«lt« 



had a liieeholdleane, ' wb^t the cirpumsfances of 
ilhfe peiRSftti'try ot that country are, in general, 
iwhich enable the landlord to execute the threat 
ei expelling them from the possession of their 
iaiid ^ — In some- insitances, bog is not included 
in the lease which the. tenant has ; and in ordet 
ito get rid oi a tenant, although he may have a 
lease, the landlord withholds the use of the bog 
from him, and he can no longer keep the holding. 
ilk other parts of the country, along the sea coast^, 
4be lands are not of value, without the help of 
4Bea weed, or w*hat they call rack, wliich they 
mdke use of as manure tor the grround ; and the 
liberty to cut this sea weed, or i'ack, is not in- 
cluded generally in the lease: when, then, the 
landlord wishes to get rid of the tenant, he has 
ooily.to refuse him permission to cut rack. 

Does not the circumstance of joint tenantcy, 
4rtid the failure of any one tenant in the copartner- 
•hip, give to the landlord an indefinite power 
-over the whole of those who hold in such 
Jtenatitcy, and to compel them, if registered'a^ 
beholders, to submit to his dictation ? — I think 
it does. 

Do you not conceive, then, that any proposi- 
tion vtT'hich should have for its object to discourage 
the joint tenantcy of farms, would in itself eoh- 
tfibttte very much to raise the tenant in his own 
^ilass of society, arwi to make him in a great de- 
gree more independent of his landlord ? — 
-fet^i'dedly; I think the joint tenantcy system 
is very injurious to the prosperity of freJand. 
' fjave you ever been present at a contested 
election'? — No, I neVer was ; 1 never was at ah 
dieetion jn my' life. 

Then you can give no information to the<^^Q>ni^ 
Mittee of the manner iri which freeholders are 
|»i^«ight'iiptp vote in- Ireland'?— -Not frorri actuipi 
4i^>vati6ki. 

- if tbofe it' any -rnfounniition youjjah give tbfe 

f 2 
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Committee on that subject, the Cdmmittee wiH 
will be glad to hear it ? — ^The general impres^ioik 
upon my mind is, that the system is replete with 
much mischief; that it; is highly injurious to 
the morals of the people ; that it is a source of 
perjury in many instances. . 

You can have no doubt either of the effect it 
must have generally upon the population of the 
country, the being either induced or menaced by 
these landlords, who are their magistracy, and 
who ought to be their protectors, and instigated 
to the commission of the crime of perjury for the 
sake of advancing the political, influence of the 
person under whom they derive ?— -Not the least 
doubt ot it. 

r You havQ stated, that you have met with anrf 
conversed with many of those whom you justly 
describe as unfortunate people, who have been 
cempelled to register their freeholds ; have you 
found, general ly,^ amongst the peasantry of the 
arch-diocese of Tuam, that the people themselves, 
after having so registered, set any great value 
upon the possession of their franchise, or thai: 
the possession of it raises them in their own esti- 
mation or in that of others ? — I really do not 
think it does in the slightest degree raise theui in 
their own estimation. •" 

, Or in that of others ?— Or in that of others; 
pnd if they were left free, I am convinced that 
piany of them would prefer much being allowed 
td take no share in the election, under their pre- 
sent circumstances. 

The observations which you have made apply 
to both the counties ? — -To both the counties, the 
county ot Galway and the county of Mayo, so far 
as I am acquainted with them»- 

Then you da not think thirt any legislative 

ennfiimmtf the effect ot which would be to raisct 

. the qualification of freeholders, would be one tha<fc 

would ^ be generally unpdatable tq the mass of 



40*. freeholders themselves P— -As to whlit thrf 
0flect ot it would be in a political point of view, 
I will not attempt to offer an opinion ; but as to 
the moral effect of it, I am convinced they would 
be most happy if there was some refoirm in the 
present manner of registering 40^. freeholders. 

Do you think that on the whole the people 
would consider it as a measure calculated for 
their happiness, if the forty-shilling freeholds 
were done away with ?- — I declare it is my 
opinion, that a vast number of them would con- 
sider it as conferring a great favour on them 
under the existing mode and circumstances. 

Have you any doubt, that if such a measure 
were made concurrent with the grant ot political 
privileges to the Catholics generally, that to the 
body of thfe Catholics such an act would be 
unobjectionable ? — ^To the poor I think it w6ukl 
be utiobjectionable, and probably to the better 
order of the Catholics also. 

Are you of opinion, that raising the elective 
franchise from forty shillings to a higher sum, 
say 10/. or 20/. would be palatable to the lower 
orders of the present existing forty-shilling free- 
holders J' — I believe some of them would con- 
sider that it wotild better their condition, others 
perhaps not. 

In point of fact, is not a large proportion of 
that class of persons who are now registered 
as 10/. or 30/. freeholders, or who might register 
freeholds to that amount, of the Catholic per- 
suasion ^ — A great portion of them are in my 
part of the country. 

In towns they are unquestionably so, and the 
itniddling order of farmers is almost exclusively 
Catholic P— Yes. - '- 

Would not ail the^poorest description irftorty- 
sbHling freeholders consider it a relief fippm what 
is flow considered by them a gpeat kicowve* 
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nitnce, if the qfualfficatJon wak rafsiid to id/. ?^-^ 
i aiti perfectly satisfied that maiiy would con^tdl^r 
It ^relief. 

Would not a great number of the better de- 
scription of forty-shilling freeholders be abte tb 
qualify at the new i-ate of 10/. ? — ^They ^oiild- 

' You have said, that, morallly spfeakiftg, ihe 
people would not object to the qudlincattou beitig 
raised, but yoii doubted sis to politically ; m\\ 
you have the goodness to tell the Committee 
whether you haVe any authority for saying tb^t 
there would be a political ol^bctiofi to SUdh 
an arrangement P— rl slatbd that n% to thfe jpb-- 
litical effects of it I could hot .^^pi'Slk, but I Was 
thoroughly convinced as to tlie moral effects thftl 
thfey would be good. 

YbU have stated, that yoli tliink thb n^OI-rf 
effects ofalterirtg the rate ot the eletttV^ fViift- 
cbise would be beneficial to the general cotidlti6ft 
of the people of Ireland f — Of tbte [io^r. 

Is it not your opinion, that if tne iystfeih of 
forty-shilling fieeholds, the dbuse 6f the iy^^ttifi 
i^tbet-, v^ras totally altered and dotSte SWay, th'tt 
that would be a better liiode of befie^BttiVi^ tWfe 
moral condition bf the lower orders df CatboMicrfr, 
thari raising the rate of qoalificativyn frbfb flBfty 
shiUings to a higher rate p— Any alte'r^tidWthAt 
Vould check the evils 6f tbe prfesfeli't syite>» Mfast 
lead to the improvement of the public ntoi-ils, 
. Do not you think, that doing aw^y tbe \^f^ 
shilling frereholders as they are AoNV, not th^ feUl 
kpvhfide forty-shilling fret^boldtfr^, Wftt ttiefoWf- 
shiiling freeholders in joint terifthtcy, Wotild VriWb 
' iiriprovc the conditr6Ti of t+ie lovVeV ctte^e^ ttfen 
raising the rate of votifi^ in joint tetJafttcy ^^^ 
I am satisfied it would, 

Thfe bettet way te ^tiotrd^ rtfte Wrf^ ^i^ils 
*ro(ild be to ^do ^Way ttft %yS«eA ^6i»C?rt;ry *f^ 
Certainly. 




in wbich the Irish peasant is necesrsarily kept bf^ 

tfi hi^ fat^dKLrg, it Hf9t»la ge ppspbfe, wO^r ^p,« 
circumstances, with respect to an agricuhuic^ 
ppy^tioii suph ^ \]]9p qf Irela^jJ,, to ^egij|?te 
thf FPgUtfy of thp torty-shijjit^g frawcjjige m 
I8^h & n?4RR?«" ?5 tp present if§ >^!?8« ^} 88 
»l^* feB9*»» »t tjaif ifipeo.t, ip wjj^f M'm^ m 




oi vQlie^ 4in^ jpiu^t-teg^tcy l^sisj*?^ f— Yeys. 
' I)Icl the e^acjtmeo^ pf "thfit iaji? pjrq%c;? ^^ 
^i^tifi^ioji vyj[?att$peyef wnpog^ jt^,9 f9j|y'- 
fJjiilll^ ffieeh9%ns withiq your ^spryfi^i^n l'^^ 
l^^e }f h^Ugoiey^r. 

[ l|id ypo |i$s?r ?kpy one *n\ong#jt tl^pi^ ^^sMH 
oi" #ie /5ff«^ of jtbat la,vv v^ limiting ,t^g i&g^: 
ffi^iijg if aijf h;^ ?-r-I neVpr ,%ar'd qpe qoto^n 

^at- ' V 

. Po ,4;\)e ;cpntcary, ha.ye ;^t yojji. hjp^r^ ^^^ 
Jff^ iBxpre^s tneir ?atis%c^\o^ .at xf^, l^ncAVr 
?M**ft?»* fhat w|is fi^fford€^ ,to die ntjblit^bijrpf jy^ 
sysleni of joint tenantcy ? — All that I j^xaye J;\f^w 
sye^ ^iou^t ten^tcy ^eeq^ t<f ^ yy.ffU pl^f^ed 
•f^}^ ^ing\^9He away. 

I^ve you .ever ^net .an induS(tr,ious >)Y/yki]]g 
|K^^t.^J^o di4 Jpot cpnpypl^in of thp sj^.^t^ii^ 
^mt ^tep^nJtcy a^ ^Vtii^cct^ag f\^nj ,tp ,yac9p3^- 
nience, and the Ipss ,whic\i ma?t fall ,of} fli|» 
f.rx3fi^ ^l^e ^ilure or tjQgligeoce of {hqf^ who 
jijir^f jl^js .pjift^er^^-rl Iwye .pf^n lij^r^ ftt^ 

fe the. 9ain^ti^ pf ^\^M ^oA ^^JQ, W\^ 
V^m^ rm^^<W^^^Jmj #re -%re ,4nr ^rsgnj 
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in the condition of small farmers who hold a fee 
of five or six acres of land, or who hold land in 
perpetuity to that amount P — Very few; I do 
not know any hardly ; there may be some 
few. 

Are there any in that condition in the towns 
with which you are acquainted ? — No, not so 
low as that. 

With respect to the priniple of disfranchising 
the 408. freeholders, do not you think it woiild 
be unfair to deprive men, under those circum- 
istances holding a fee ot land of a small number 
of acres, or holding a lease in perpetuity, by 
which they have no more than a 406*. franchise, 
although they have that, to deprive them of 
their franchise ? — I think if they bad h lease in 
perpetuity, and that it was worth '40^* to them; 
that it would be doing injustice to them. 

In short, the same reasons do not hold good 
with respect to. that- description of freeholders 
that hold good with respect to the common 40j?. 
fn^eholdersof Ireland ? — No doubt of it; I do 
not consider that depriving the common free- 
hoifior of his franchise is depriving l«im of a 
rig t ; on the contrary, I think it is, in many 
insiancts, conferring a favour upon him, re- 
liev ng hiin from doing that which he is unwiU 
ling to do, but which dread and intimidation 
induce him to do. 

In the event of disf anchising the 40^. free- 
holders, in counties, and retaining them in towns 
jand cities, . would not the effert of that be to 
throw tlu* great, power of returning the membera 
for the county into the hands of persons residing 
in. towns P — ^^J shoni i think not. 

If the 40^. freeholders are retained in towns 
and abolished m the open country, if there exist 
any number of 40^. freeholders in towns, it must 
give them a great preponderance ? — Yes ; but if 
the country were divided into small farms 
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ttitftead of having those joint tenantcy leases, 
and if the inhabitants were allowed another 
right of voting; for example, raising it from 
40^. to 5/. or 10/. 

Can you inform the Committee what is the 
size of the town of Tuam ?■ — Of about 800 
bouses ; the suburbs and all, about 1,000, 
• If the system was to allow the 40a'. freeholdeir 
in a town to retain his vote, would not that 
system give the town of Tuam, a very sn.all 
town, a very unfair preponderance in returning 
the members for the county ? — I do not know a 
single 40,s. freeholder at all in the townot Tuam, 

Is not that town principally bishop's pro- 
perty ?— > es. . 

Would not those observations apply to a town 
that was not iield under a bishop : for instance,' 
the town of Wesport, in Mayo ? — ^Those obser- 
vations would be applicable to Wesport, 
' Or to any town of a freehold tenure P-— 
Yes. 

Does it not appear to you that that would be 
a very blind way ot legislating with respect to 
the 40^. freeholders ? — I do not seq the injury 
it would do to those who in the country would 
be deprived of their vote, because I do not con- 
sider they generally set any value upon the 
right of voting; they derive no benefit rrom it* 

Does the description of tenant inhabiting « 
small house in such a town as Tuam or Wesport, 
enjoying a 40^. franchise, differ very much froai 
the description of man who at present resides 
in the country and enjoys the elective franchise ? 
It does. 

Will you state the difference ? — A man in a 
town enjoying a 40s. freebold is more comfort- 
able, possesses more advantageous tenure, and 
tnore opportunity of employment. '*' 

Wh^n you drew a distinction betweeii the 40si 



freehold? ix\ towns ot cities and t\^e iQ». tv^^^ 
.ftold* in the country, did yoi} m^^w thf 4(Xy. 
freeholds in towns ai>d cities of countip^ a^t hrge^i 
or did yoo refer to peculiar and corporate Juri^f 
fictions, SHch as the town of Gsilway, tbei copnty 
^ the town of Gatway, thq cotipty ot tbiQ city 
of Kiltemiy, or case^s qf that kind ? — ^TUere 
]» »a town within the arcb-diocese of Tuiim 
which I could call a corporate town s^vfj th^t 
of Tuaw^ in which th^ri? ar^* no 40^. fr^e-r 
hofdvr^^ 

Do not you thint the disposition umqttgst, 
Irish landlords is so strong to crpatP 4Pf- fv^pr 
Iu)Iderf, and to make their property sub^^rvjpnt 
to j^Iitical purposes, that if the 40^\ fr^ebo)dipiI 
^n tUe counti>s werij? abolishitjd^ those pp€^;5*^ng 
property in towns would imraedialely S4?t ^b^l^U 
the croation of dOs. freeholders for U\e purpqsfs 
^f giving theni the political right ?. — I dp flf^t 
see exactly hovv they could make 40,^^ IffC- 
liolders ill towns to such an extent. 
.. 5(^<?nid yoa conceive it expedieat to preserve 
4Qs/S^eehpWeTs in .sMcfe * town, for inst^np^^ af 
tfije town oi Wesjtport, in the .county of Mayo, 
iwjfias^tjiat 40,^. freehQld tcnantcy w.^s.^ te,ii^^4)|py 
ioT ever, f>r ^ tenantry in fee ? — Up^e^. J4 .v^& $l 
tenantcy lor .every I would not cofli^dcr JX fihpjjljqi 
Ibe j3ix?serv,ed, 

f>p tUe whole of your obsieryations with fc- 
rjpect to 4(X5r. Ireehojiders ^ply to thjart fllaf^ of 
pe-rsons who are dependent upon the pijoprietpr 
pf the soi-l .r'-TTrXhe cl?iss of persons ^^nat wJiqhi 
i oljjcct as voters out of 4Qs. freeholds ,^3 ,tb3t ^ 
persons having only a short tenure of land. 
/ An^d yomr objection. is eqMally japipWc^l^fe to 
^Ue f^cpeSulder^ in towns and citieS:rrT-pX^ 

,/i^hco your CLbservatjqps ^pf>ly iaU<®e,ther to 
'40s. freeholdcp^ ot .tbi^t dc»cr:ipUu^, ^J^^ng^ ,j^ 



Is this right of voting vpcni a 40^, freehold 
propel ty called a franchise, generally speaking? 
— ^It is called a ffainchise in general. 

Generally speaking, do those 4(Xf. freeholders 
^xi^fcise any freedom of election ? — ^The pooret 
order of the 40^. freeholders certainly hdve nO 
freedom of election, generally speaking. 

Is not it considered dishonourable in a candi** 
date to canvass the freeholders of an advefM 
|woprietor ?*-^Ycs, I believe they do consider it 
dishonottiable. 

Is it not regarded as a species of poaching?—* 
They certainly do not interfere with each other** 
tenants* 

You have described yourself as meeting some 
voters who had returned from registering them* 
sdWes, lind you added also from perjuring them^ 
«elvos^ according to their own representatioo ; 
4iow #erc those unfortunate men dressed ? — Very 
poorly. 

Had they fchaes to their feet ?-— Some had* 
' And soow had nut ?— I have seen some wha 
had not. 

• Did not they bear more the appearance oC 
vr^ndicants than of independent el^tors ? — ^Tbey 
iiad vdrylktfe appcafirnce of comfort abdat tfaea^ 
w«ny crff them^. 

' Hew are they coHected togefther, and €ok^ 
ducted to the sessions for registering?— -I hani 
'Wready tnentiowed I have not been- present at 
eny of those fegisrtries. 

Do you think that increase in the qualiiLcatiorki 
<err ihe e^erme of the elective franchise m Ire- 
imfi tv^d 7ncre3(se or dprnini^h the Romsm Cn^ 
tfcoHc irtitere^t to that country ?— I do ^tyot thyk 
itnTonlil'iiTininifeh the Cftt'holie miftmst m.ibijr 
part of the country. 
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Colonel TV. S. Currey examined. — 15/A 
March lft26. 

You are acquainted with the system of 40^. 
freeholders that prevails in Ireland at present*^ — 
Yes, I am. 

Do you conceive that system has been abused 
at all P — I do conceive that in many instances 
it has. 

In what respect do you conceive it to have 
been abused P — I believe it has been abused, by 
the same house, or various apartments of the 
saoie house, being underlet to a greater number 
of individuals than could, with strict propriety, 
fiay they had an interest of 40,y, out of it ; and 
I believe, in some instances, in the letting very 
small cabins it may have been abused in the 
same manner^ or very small tracts upon a com- 
mon wh^re there could not be considered to be 
a real interest of 40^. arising out of them. 

Do you conceive the practice has prevailed 
among proprietors, ot increasing the number of 
those small freeholds upon their property, vi^ith 
a view to their own personal advantage P — I do 
not think that' has been much the case in the 
county of Waterford ; in other counties, I have 
understood it has ; and as far as I have any 
knowledge of the circumstances, I believe it has 
in other counties. 

There has been no contest in the county of 
Waterford since you have resided there P— ^ 
None. 

What is understood "to have been the reform 
of the grand jury systeni ; has it prevailed during 
the greater part of the time you have been re- 
sident in Waterford P-— During the greater part 
of the time. 

Do you conceive that the people themselves, 
the lowest order of the 40^. freeholders, whose 
freeholds arc created in (he manner you have 
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described, consider that the possession of tbdt 
freehold, is a benefit to themselves, or in fact, a 
trust which they hold for their landlord? — I 
believe they conceive it, as far as the freehold 
interest goes, as a trust held for their landlord, 
and they are willing to undertake that trust by 
getting a place to put their heads in, and de- 
riving a small advantage from it. 

Do you conceive that to raise the qualification 
ot freeholders from 40jf: to five or ten pounds^ 
would be an advantage, or disadvantage, to the 
public ^ — I think it would be au advantage to 
the public* 

Do you apprehend, that raising the qualifica- 
tion arising from freehold leases, in the manner 
described, would be productive of any uneasy or 
dissatisfied feeling on the part oi the people } — I 
do not think it would be a cause of serious dis- 
satisfaction ; I conceive that these 40s. free- 
4ioIders, who arc ot the very lowest stamp, all 
attach a sort of consequence to themselves, from 
being freeholders, and they think they have a 
sort of hold an the landlord, which gives theih 
a little consequence, but I do not believe it 
would create a serious dissatisfaction vvith any 
of them. 

Do you think that the present system gives 
rise to any perjury ? — 1 have no doubt it does 
give rise to perjury. 

. How is the registry managed : is the expense 
of the registry paid by the landlord? — The ey^ 
pense of registry is. paid by the landlord. 

Have you known many instances in which the 
freeholders have gone to register themselves, tlie 
landlord declining or abstaining from taking any 
part in it ? — I have not known any instance of a 
mere 40^. freeholder of the very lowest class 
doing so ; respectable farmers do, many respect- 
.%h\t farmers register no more than a 40^. free- 



i^dMy hi^ tike lower diaiii of people ]Cert»B}r 4le 
jnot, I do iKi30t •know Hsrf autj indtance. 

Do ydu oinoeiive, that if *be jowericiass^of 44^ 
ifneebolders were left to themselves, tbey^wmf^ld 
or would not register? — They wouM iK>t goand 
Tigiftter, certainly. 

Then it would appear ivom that, that <Obef 
cannot attach any great value to .it? — ^No. \ 

What is the expense of' registering? — ®ne 
;»bkHing, I should say, is the charge of the cJeri 
4if the peace. They woiild fe^l that they Jaad 
(their Wave iVhe aame, whether they registered or 
not ; in fact, it is so much the custoH) Jew 4h« 
.^'dflord, or some person ifoi* him, tocolleet them 
-te99ther, and take them to regislei-, that they dt> 
wot think at all about it. 

^ there not some trouble in it?-^It.is neQe»- 
^r^rtlE^y should aUend at ;the sessions, ^and tthey 
•wsmt A^guide ail through the thing; they/do not 
iwideratand the forms; they go when Jbhey ane 
roamed upon. 

iWbo generally carries them up to the (plaoe 
twhere^they go to be registered ; is he in genera;! 
3CaU«d a idriver?— 0n every property inirdand' 
^hfiyrbaj»e.a porson who is termed a driver; tiot 
that he drives the people, but that be drivcss fear 
;irent; and that man is certainly the iiKJlividual 
^Iten employed upon those occasions. 

And he takes them in general to bfe» regis teiredf 
-^r**Attended by; a .more respeetarble person, pro- 
4aabiy connected jwith the property, either the 
landlord himself or his agent. : 

Are they registered in the county town ?— ?Not 
«)way» ; the sessions may be adj<mracd to *^a«ijr 
^we to register, .andare often held upon .tfae 
ipmpcrty itself, or the closest village contigcf* 
aaus. ■ - f 

.Are 'Sessions held 'for the purpose ?r-^It;inust 
-heifianG at tke quarter -aessions; . but then tliosc 



iievsiohs my be adljoirni^d from tinhieto timcv te 

The sesBfions, im^aint of fact^ is ^dji&nfm^ fy^ 
tfefc «<MrweiHet)oe xrf' pers(>i>s t^—Y^e** - • y * 

Mfntst^mft the ipk^e of adjouiwnnrMt l^ba Wc^ 
ket tiBi«w»'?-^I a^m wot oertein 0f tA^^iy I fceliisii* 
xdjcmrnnievi^stbarve been mndc to pl^a^estb^v^^fre 
•not IxMtt^c^t lo^RS. I tiav<^ kno4iri:i (!tie^1^^- 
miliYls lk> verysiiMaH villj»ge?j. 

Hai^ie iMitdfyts been oblained to ma&i; ti^i^a^r^ 
iMrkettow<m, for the ^uke of holding 4:ii€»e-«ds- 
jdUwwiients of the sussions? — .1 stn not aWto^^Giir 
Wnni 'having taken place. 

Bo y«u consider that the 40s. frceh4ald=s hctM 
tirled to ^ny considerable extent u{)on tke pi^ 
pulation^ in augmenting the number of pig^gifslls 
tip€»i the forms ?i — I think it mfut^: have 4hafc 
temte^dy^ but to what extent it is ditBciitt <I6 
«ay, because I know, where no 40^. freehe^tdeift 
«lre registered, there has been^a very great e&teirt 
of population, from the subdivision of land. vi 

Are you acquainted with the sta:te of any 
fchureh property, or collegiate property, on wJbtm 
there -caln he no freeholds registered ?— -I atiaart 
i{vrainted with chui^h property in the neighbour^ 
hood where I reside 

Have you been able to observe, that tlivne.i^ 
'\isi9 of'sub-division of property, and ofniultipli- 
'«atiohof numbers, ^lipon that propevty tfaan^iipogL 
property where freeholds ai^e cteirtiaid ?-^Ido.tKK: 
thj^ tfae^e is, because tlie chavch pvopgtty I 
^hiide^to, is underlet in smiall sub^divistoins. 

1% ' tbere/aoy tiu>de of .^e^scertai niiig wh^tl^Asr •% 
'WMt^oti^ tliut^ is> register^,- really hars a ^AOs. uxterHl 
fih'^iiis 4l!iiafife,^or*not P-^^-^lttB. tn u^t produce a 'StMlfH 
^iiM«c«itt:tlwe time^i^f^iiis'rtigidcry,' uod -he uitift 
^i^^ritlfat )ie^s*ttot Jiii«erif»t. 

'»^ir ii^f#M^rs ;tl)(ftt, i is 1 tbftt ^ikvray^^ 0M»i4<r«d 
sufficient evidence ^ his having it P-^I 'betiei(» 
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The tenant takes his lease, and then is desired 
by the landlord to go and register his vote?— * 
He generally goes, being taken by some person 
under the landlord ; there are very few instances 
of the very lowest class of a 40^. freeholder taking 
his own lease, and going of himself to register. « 

Does it not occur, in some cases, and in many 
cases, that the tenant remonstrates with the landr 
lord, that the rent is so exhorbitant, that he has 
.not a 40^. interest in the lease, and says that he 
cannot register his vote ? — ^That happens^ I be*- 
lieve, very often; I have had that said to myself; 
and when we have registered persons out/of small 
houses, a deduction ha^ in some few instances 
been made to take care to^ give them a sufficieat 
ipterest. 

Did you never hear of cases, where the answer 
to such remonstrance has been. You must go and 
register your vote, or else we will give you no 
turf ?--Nothing of that kind has ever come to 
my knowledge. 

Dq you think, that the existence of the 4.04. 
freeholds, coupled as it is with the necessity ot 
registering, tends to strengthen the aristocratic:, 
or the deaiocratic interest of the country ?-rrI 
think it tends to strengthen the aristocratic in- 
terest. _ 

- Are tbe class of people that compose the 40^. 
freeholders, in general able to read sand write?— 
A good many of them are, but not generally^ 

-Are they sensible of the value of tbe princfple 
they possess as 40^. freeholders? — I do not thmk 
they are i^ensible of the privilege any more than 
»8 giving them a hold upon that portion of tbeir 
landlord's property, thsit he cannot well put them 
out, and they take a little liberty in cons«qfuence 
of that, tp pay Jtheir rent very badly ; but I do 
.not think, tn^y^^sdi. much value upon the political 
;privilege» ,.;..,),. . , . o' • 

A man that gets a reduction of his rent| i>e^ 
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cause be makes a representation thai he has no * 
a boriA fide 40s. freehold, must have an.attach- 
ment to the privilege P— No doubt he attaches 
value to the thing he holds. 

Is it common to make those reductions of rent, 
for the purpose of creating a 40a*. freehoWP— * 
I should conceive it is not at all general. ' 

Does the vote give hira any hold on hisiand- 
lord, beyond that which he derives from his 
lease P — I do not conceive it gives him any hold/ 
but they never fail to put you in mind, that they 
voted as you wished them upon any occasion. 

They do put you in mind that they voted ac- 
•cording to your wishes ?-^-They do certainly. 

Have you been able to see the state in which 
extensive farms are given up to the landlord; 
■after the expiration of long leases, with reference 
to the population upon themP — Yes; I have 
reason to know that. 

Could the Duke of Devonshire, with facility^ 
very much increase the number of freeholders 
upon his property P-^He might iricrease them 
very much if he chose. 

Why do you suppose that is not done P — It is 
not done, because it would deteriorate his pro- 
perty very much ; it must bring a number of 
pupers^ upon the property ; and it would be inju- 
dicious towards his property, and impropler in 
«very view. 

Of what class do you swppose the majority of 
freeholders upon his estate, excluding towns, to 
he P — Of respectable farmers ; therte are some 
few instances of the labourers of farmers having 
teen made freeholders upon a small cottage that 
they hold, but not many; in general they are 
respectable farmers. . 

Then it is ■ not ^ your practice to recommend, 
that persons of very small holdings should be 
made freeholders, bu^ On the cont^ty ? — ^There 
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have been no ifiiitailc«s of 4iiidM$ Mi»d for that 
purpMe^ iirhil6 I have b^een m |rdd|id. 

tisve been added in tbe iMse^ gtvc^ to r<»peotiibl« 
tenanbycaddetf tinop^y 4ppD0^^:gr«iind HtSfiiMng 
th^ i lAiare of influence w^(k . every proftf1elG(r 
may be faarlydesiroM of making ill the toaiUy, 
t#iHi a viewof excluding any temptati^m) t^ttlj^ke 
tbose small fi;eefcQl<kr9 P-i-^lt ki^ bten>mefehFiK( 
thit way, the fariner9 hwe been prefel^ted^ »qiiI 
doltig it; they are . not . el bweil to . wAt. mf 
sttcb freeholders now un^ef tbi)«e imses, en« 
the lives have been put in with the^ vicv^ of 
makii^' the direct tenant o^ly m Hre^ntder ^ $1 
miH feels -more tiespw^ble lor bating a hohting 
of that; nature. ' 

The objtetwfts to rais<irtttie*efa^^iiele« and e^n^ 
4tti<mi of the- freeholders ^r-Pneciliiely so ; and 
they are very res{)ectable : the Duke's /ri^eh<>)<iers 
in thi towns (in tb^ tdirn of iLismore,: for 
iii^blnce, where we have a numbeir of f hein)yin*e 
indhidnab who have r€!!ceiv£diissi8tance in ttany 
instances from the Duke^ to put ^p their hDuse.% 
^tni kl «aAy other cases they bave built their 
boiisj^ entirely themselves }: but they hi^e indl 
insta^ees-exipended ai sufficient property -of their 
<"*»» to ' give them a very ample • forty*-shil!Hi>g 
^tefest«" > 

You make a distinction between those vrho are 
freeholders in towns^ and those who are freeholders 
in respect of tenements in the country ptf rt of tlie 
estate ; you> ;ahs more willing to mabe 6rtehold- 
erii in? towns ?-^When vi man has buiUbiscMifa 
hotase entirely by himself, or with . some assist- 
ance^ he h^ formed to himself aviiry ample 
forty-shilling ihter^t,, and he baa had ^ life^urt 
ih.ihe leascj aisd has- beenrs^steredrasafree- 
I|^$!M^ng^^^^ quettion put to^ you in aformer 



pCLJtt of ybor exa&iioation/ 88 to the -eflfeot whioh 
raising the <)uaft6cation of freehoMe4ra fr«m forty 
itf tlKnm to five poands at ten pounds would Irave 
upon the loiftcst chn^ of freeholders^ in %n$iMf tp 
-which you( saidy you did not anticipati^ any ctis- 
taarhtinem (n eonsequencier. of it; the Gofnoitttee 
%imII to^ know wbatefie^ wovid, in your opinioo, 
fie]MMkioBd.iipofi^ die better class of forty ahM- 
in|f fifeebolders^ in the event of the qualifioatioti 
heiivg Ki' raised 9-^1 do not know any partieidair 
«fe6t 4t would have upon them ; it wouldedoaway 
with a great -deal of porjory an^ongst the lower 
orders, of forty, siiitling. freeholders* .< , 

Would, it not ciuse discontent among that ^ms 
of A-eebol^ar P-^^lt ddes not occur toi mer tbarl it 
would. i . 

Would not tbeuppetclass of the present forty-' 

shilling freeholders^ in point of fact^ have.mijB- 

teresi) ir>the amount of frve pounds P^^If that was 

lioade the qualification, < tiiey woiild^ in maoy 

aUstafices. 

Do you not think, that the benefit which would 
be> don^ hy annihilating the one dass of iree^ 
haldcfiSy would far more than counterbalance the 
;injury. done* to the other P — It does not oecnrto 
me, that the others wonld suffer any injury ;• if 
there were any of the better class of forty-shill- 
ing freeholders, who came and said to their land- 
lords^ we have not the interest we are required to 
hdve, to-be enabled to vote as we would wish ; 
then it would have this effect, that the landlord 
iWould be more inclined to give them their fiirmfB 
upon reaionable terms, in 6rder that they might 
have that interest 

Bo not the better class of forty-shilling fi«e- 
Jioldlsrs, "^in point, of fact^ possess an interest in 
their fisirms worth more than forty-shillings ?— 
Certaiinly; I iid^eve the next qualificaltien of a 
freeholder is twenty pounds and then fifty jpbunds; 
and therefore, say man who thinks it miriit run^^ 
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fine upk>n twenty pounds qualifies as a fbrCy*shit 
Hug freeholder! 

Supfiosing the qualification was raised to ten 
pounds do you suppose there ar!& a comiderablis 
proportion of those persons who are now tenants 
upon the property of which you have spoken^ 
,who would continue to be. freeholders ? — ^Every 
respectable farmer would continue to be a free- 
holder; it would exclude those little people that 
hold smalt houses in towns, some. very small 
farmers, and some few individuals, who have 
been registered, that were residing upon farms as 
labourers, and who were formerly given their cot- 
tage, with perhaps something very small^ for a 
nominal rent, to make them freeholders ; they 
have a good interest of forty-shillings but they 
would not have the extended interest. 
" According to the general rate at which land is 
let upou the Duke of DevonshireVestate^ if a man 
has 'houses upon ' his farm, how n>any acrea do 
you think he ought to hold, to enable hi<n to 
have a freehold interest of ten pounds a year ?-^ 
That would very much depend upon thegoacf- 
ness of his land ; but a man that had any thing 
like a farm, would have that interest, he could 
. not support his family if he had not 

Suppose he agreed to pay, and paid umn taking 
his farm, 10/. a year rentj and after he got his 
farm, erected buildings or improved his build- 
rings, so as to make suitable buildings for his 
residence and his farming purposes, woold not 
such a man have a 10/. a year freehold? — In 
.ihany instances, probably in most instances, he 
would, but not in all. 

Is not it a common opinion among the cot^htry 
people, that when a gentleman parcels out his 
estate to make freeholders, he is ruining him- 
self? — It is very evident be must be injuring 
himself. 

As a matter of fact^ is it not the case^ that a 
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^ast number of the present forty-shilling; free* 
holders, besides paying their rent ibr their small 
holdings^ are able to sustain. their famiUes^ fron^ 
the produce of their lands ? —They \\ay^ lio 
other means of sustaining thepi^ and therefore 
it must come out of the land. 

Then must not those small holdings be co^j^^ 
derably more than forty shillings a year P-— T|)epe 
are vary few instances in which it must not^be 
more. > . 

Approaching to 5/. a year, or even 10/. a year? 
•—I think they could not stretch it to 10/. a year, 
but to 5/. they might. 

Gan a man live in Ireland, and support, a 
family upon 10/. a year? — I am sure there are 
vmanj.ot them that have not 10/. in mofiey ;.but 
thev raise potatoes and live upon them. 
. Can a man^ support a family, of such a cla3S 
as you describe the respectable 40^. freeholders 
4to consist of, unless the produce he makes ot his 
farm is to the extont of 10/. a year ? — I conceive 
not; Qiany of those little freeholders derive their 
%come from labour^ and working for other peo- 
ple; but where he derives it from the land be 
lives upon, I conceive not. 

Major- General Richard Bourke examuted. — 
\bth March 18'J5. 

. Are you acquainted with the 40,y. freehold sys- 
tem in Ireland ?— I am. 

; Do you think the 40^. freehold system- has 
'i;a4,any considerable practical operation,, in aug- 
menting the number of the people, and the, sub- 
division of farms ? — As far as my knowledffe of 
Ireland goes, I do not think it has ; I recollect 
twm contested elections in the county of Lime- 
rick, I mention this county because I know it 
better than any other. There were certainly, a 
:|gr^at nun^ber of 40^. ircclipldcrs prpduccdj*, but 
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the land had been preFiousIy subdivided, and 
fbe persons residing on it were made 40^; free- 
holders; I do not believe the land -was divided 
in any considerable degree, for the purpose of 
making. freeholders. ^ 

Have you been able to ascertain the stat^ of 
the tenants, and of the subdivision of land^ on 
lAnd where no freeholds can \ye made ? — ^I . know 
fteVeral bishops* lands, and I think there, is foil 
as great a ^ub-division of land upon those estates 
as Qpon freehold property. 

Is the condition of the tenantry either worse 
or better upon those lands than upon lands where 
freeholds can be created? — Some of the ^-^st 
tenantry, I know, are upon bishops* lands. 

With regard to the political part of the argu- 
ment, do you think those 4Qs. freeholders pos- 
sess or exercise any independent right of judg* 
ment; or, that they vote under any and wb^t 
influence ? —They generally vote under the in- 
fluence of their landlords; in almost all the 
instances I have known, they have votfed,- I 
thiiik under the influence of their landlords ; t 
have, heard of cases where thciy have not been so 
influenced. 

Is it the usage in county elections, to apply to 
the 40s, freeholders^ at all, or merely to canvasB 
the landlords ?-^To canvass the landlords. 

Do you consider that the 40^. freeholder him- 
self feels his situation at all improved by reason 
of the franchise, which his registered vote gives 
him ?^— I do not know that he feels his situation 
improved, but I think he has a good deal of 
pride in it rlhave known 4o^. freeholders U^rpe. 
back after they had registered, and say tnejr 
could make * a Parliament man ; - and I should 
think the\r would'feel a good deal at being de- 
jprived of it. 

In the cases you have known, have you known 
|iriy other influence act upon a 4<)r. -freeholder^ 



except thf Joflaencc^ of the landlord P — ^Not in. 
anyoas^^ that bav« come vithmaiy owa kaow- 

Bave.you :evi$r knoivo th^ p.rijest9> ioteTfeme^ to 
iafttt^ace th$ vote* of the 40^. freeholders ?—A». 
ftr as:I:hav9 observed, the i>rie$t^ interfere i^ry 
little ia election^* , , 

JJaveycnj fyouever.kn9wn theip ititerferie^ at. 
much a* yo\» have known the clergy of tter etta^ 
bJi]ibjQ(U^Qt : interfere at elections r^lSo ; I have 
known the diergy of the .e^tablishwepl interfere, 
infinitely more than the'priests. . 
: . Do ^you not ooneeiVe,. that the interference of 
idergymen of the JEstaWished chureb^jii^ elec-: 
tiotts, is wore .ojw^ing to their hc^viDg frpehAlite. 
ibefldselvesy and their relatives having freeholds, 
thaatp any improper meddling .with that wihich 
they ought not to concern thenx3elve». in-?— I. 
did not jmean taconvey that. tbene was any im- 
propriety ia the parti have known clergy meii 
of i the. Established church take in, elections ; I. 
merf ly »eant to ^ay, that. I Jiad seen greater ac- 
tivity . used by clergy men of the Established' 
church, than by any Catholic priest ; and that 
in the instances where the clergyman had no 
freehold but. hia own^ derived in virtue oi bis 
ecclesiastical benefice. ] 

Having no lreehoider$ holdiue- under him ^ — I 
No freeholders holding under nim^ but votsmg 
out .of hia ecclesiastical benefice. 

Do you confine the ohservationa you ,haye 
made with regard to the. 40s. frceholdeiis^ :to 
counties at .large; or do you extend them .|o 
citiea and towns corporata P-^I confine my nh^ 
servations to counties at Jarge ; I think Ihere J9 
a.very dififerent description of 40^. freaholckrs in 
Gorponte eitiear there ar« vfwiy persona th^re 
who vote out of a house they oceupy, but. who 
maintain themselves by their. busineas^ as /nedia- 
nips or artizaoa, who.are rather an independent 
class of voters. 



|0| 

i*^^l*'tbcre any other effectual mode foT enabfling^ 
Catholics to obtain the right of voting in cities 
ami towns corporate in Ireland, except through 
the medium of a freehold franchise ? — Certainly 
not; there are but very few freemen of theCatho-» 
lie religion made by the corporations, as far as J 
fhave observed; on the contrary, I think they 
generally refuse to make freemen of Roman 
Catholics, therefore I think it is through 40^. 
freeholds alone that Catholics can exercise the 
elective franchise to any extent, in cities and 
corporate towns. • 

Is not there a general indisposition to admit 
any persons as freemen in corporate places in 
Ireland, eMept those that are connected imme- 
diately with the corporations ? — There is as- 
suredly, in those corporate places with which I 
am acquainted. 

• What would be the effect of any alteration of 
the law, with respect to the elective franchise in 
cities and towns corporate, where there is a con- 
current right in the freemen ? — It would give 
the corporation a decided monopoly ; it would 
give them the power of returning the member. 

Would it be generally distasteful to the inha- 
bitants of such places ;— Most assuredly so. 

Do you not think the loss of the 40j. freeholds 
in counties, would be a greater loss to the land- 
lord than to the tenant ?•— The landlord would 
lose more influence, he would lose a number ot 
votes, the tenant would lose but one. 

• Do you conceive that any alteration of the 
franchise in Ireland, speaking- generally, unless 
accompanied with the measure generally called 
Catholic emancipation, would be a safe or a 
prudent measure?' — By no means, in my opinion* 

• On the contrary, do you not think that it 
would add very much to the 'disunion and dis« 
content, which prevail in that part ? — ^I think it 
would create a great deal of discontent. . 
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* Do you think that, coupled with Catholic 
emancipation, raising the qualification for tht 
elective franchise, would be a source of dissatis*^ 
faction to the lower class of voters ? — I think 
the lower class of voters would feel their being 
deprived of the elective franchise ; but the other 
circumstance might be so explained to them, «•. 
to induce them to concur in it ; but under any. 
circumstances they would, I think, f((^el it as a 
}oss« 

Do you think it would have the same eSkct 
upon the superior class of voters, still possessing, 
a. 40^. freehold ? — No ; in my county they are 
chiefly of the Catholic religion ; and from what 
I have heard the Catholics of this class say, I 
should think they would be quite satified. 

Your observations with respect to 40^. frec- 
hplders, are confined to those deriving under 
leasehold interest, they do not extend to those 
who are bond fide freeholders from having the 
fee simple of the land ? — Not to the proprietors 
of the tee. 

Would it not be very desirable to adopt every 
means to encourage the acquisition of small por- 
tions of land, in fee simple, among the people ? 
— Certainly it would. I just now stated, with 
regard to 40*. freeholders, that of late it has 
been the practice . ot many tenants holding 
directly under the proprietor, and holding 
very considerable portions of land, to register 
only a 40*. freehold ; I have myself known 
;tenants who pay 100/. a-year, and that under 
old leases, register only a 40*. freehold ; no 
doubt, their interest must be considerably 
greater. 

. Do. you conceive that the alteration of the 
franchise, raising it suppose to 10/. would have 
the effect to strengthen the popular part of the 
con^tkution, or to strengthen the aristocratic 
influence in the counties in Ireland ?*-^I confess^ 
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1 tbmk th^ persra'^regisiering a ireefaold.of 10/. 
would befiiit fts mBeh under the influeiiee ef his? 
huadlord, as the person registeriTig 409. 
- fn that event, woirld it not have the efiect of 
diminishing the influence of the. lai'ga landed- 
^ro»rietor9, and rather adding to the influence 
<^ the smaller proprietors resident inthe county ?> 
-r4t M^ouid add to the influence of the smaiier 
proprietors. ^ : , - 

As far as tiiat goes, would k not have tkei 
eBset of increasing the resident influence,' a^d 
4|aiii9tshing the absentee influence ^^-^Ir think so. 
' in ,both these' efiects^ do you not con4Se]ve it 
would be conducivie to the genera) prosperity ri^^ 
ttie country ?— Yes. i 

Are you capable^ <on(ning a rough estiimkto 
as lo the proportion that raising the. qoaiiflttatioii 
to 10/. would disfranchise in the county of 
Liitierick ?-^If all those who are' registered as 
4€Ky. freeholders should be incapal>le of regis-* 
tering ' 10/. : it would disfranchise a eonsiderable^ 
number. . . . , , 

iWeuId not a great many of the present 40s. 
freeholders be -able to register 10/.-^i.thihk.8o. 

Soppdsing that those pertions ari< capable ot 
roistering l-O/. what then would be the proper- 
fi6n tha^' would be disfranchised j-^I aiit: iv>t 
<^)le to answei^ thatqueitien. 

Would it make the interest of the towns 
much more powerful thai! it now is, in pro- 
portion to tlT<p interest ^f the county ?— Probably* 
so; but we have very few towns in' our County. • 
t There would be fewer voters in towns dis- 
j^ancbised-, thanf in the <^untry f *^I « am not 
sure of that 5 there are a ^reat many 40*. free- 
holders in towns,- \fho could tiot register a 10/» 
freehoy. I think it is more Jirkely^ to b^ the 
tese with latgis farmers who bave chosen to re- 
^ster a 40*. ^eehotd, who might have registered 
itOat a higher qualificatioir. 
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Supposing tbe Tcnt of land to be fair, what 
amount of rent do you imagine tho fanner ought 
to pay^ to allow him to receive such a return' 
ii^m bis land, as would enable him to register a 
i@f. ti^hold P-^That must depend so much 
Upon the quality of the iand^ that it is very dif« 
ficult to answer. < 

Wc^uld tUe produK^ j^eraUy apeaking^ be- in 
proportion to the rent? — ^The rent ought to 49« 
estimated according to what the land Hjvoeld 
produce. 

As his freehold would consist of what he. re- 
ceives from the land, over and above the rent 
and otlier charges, cannot you form an estimate^ 
or a iudgment, as to the amount of rent that 
w^ld be a corresponding sum to the sum of 
lO/. -qualification P^— j cannot form any esti- 
mated. I . 

Do you consider that any qualification that 
borea reference either to the quantity of surfaca 
iE>ccupted by- the tenant, or the amount of rent 
virhich he had contracted to pay to the land^ 
Idrd^ could iorm^ tlie basis and measure of f he 
electilNS right ? — There are so many instances in 
Ireland where the nominal rent is one thin^, 
and the- sum received by the landlord is another, 
that I would not' put it upon -the rent ; I should 
rather, if I must clioose between the two, choose 
ihe quantity of land* 

Would not' that vary infinitely, according^ to 
the quality of the land ?-^It would very consi- 
derably. 

' Do you conceive that the qualification oaths 
at elections, have tended to increase this disregard 
of th^ moral obligation ol an oath ? — I thiiik the 
oiGtth at the registry of freeholders, and also the 
qualification oath has had that effect; the latter 
especially is a very long oath> which persona in 
general do not understand. • ^ 

What oath do you aUnde to ?— 1 allude to tlia 
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0fttb which Roman Catholics are obliged to take ; 

the Qualification oath. 

, Have you witnessed any.disinclination on the 

part of Roman Catholic voters to take that oath ? 

r— 1 have, upon the ground of their not very well 

understanding it, and on account of its extreme 

length. 

i Ate there not at present magistrates holding 

the commission^ that in your opinion is 66t alto^ 

gelher qualified^ either by their property or by 

their education ?' — 1 think there are such. 

7'Ae Rev. Henri/ Cooke^ M.A. exa7nin,ed.—3Qfh 
March 1825. 

You stated, that if Catholic ^mancipation was 
granted in Ireland without an enactment for an 
increased qualification of the elective franchise ill 
Ireland, certain tremendous evils might be eij- 
peeted in a short time to take place in that coun- 
try ?-— I did. 

Have the goodness to state to the Committee 
vrbat those evils are which you should appre- 
hend? — I conceive, that frpm the influence the 
Catholic priests have upon the lower orders of the 
people, they would entirely turn the elections of 
the south in favour of persons of their own 
church ; I conceive that the greater number of 
those persons that would be most agreeable to 
the populace would be persons not of property, 
but who had rather been political agitators by 
means of the talent of public speaking or writing; 
I conceive that then there would not be a repre- 
sentation of property, but of persons ; this I 
should consider one great evil, being inclined to 
consider that the essence of the British repre- 
sentation is that of both persons apd property. 
I am inclined to think the consequences would 
be, that the Protestant gentry would be entirely 
thrown out of the representation of the southern 
parts of the kingdom, at least for a time^ ^^nd 
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that they ^ iii order to restore th^ iuflii^nce an^ 
situations they had lost, would have recourse $o 
the measur^of not granting leases to the Ca^bo-- 
lies or of setting upon their estates, as was the 
case before the elective franchise was granted to 
the Catholic Protestant colonists from the north ; 
this would naturally produce a state of irritatioa 
between the Protestant aristocracy in the ttoutb^ ' 
and the Catholic peasantry and ppiesthood. I 
conceive a4so, that when- the Protestants of Ircr 
land should find themselves and their propertjr 
not represented by Prptestant members, but the 
kingddm in a great degree represented by Roman 
Catholic members, many of whom would not 
have large property in the counties, that would 
produce a constant spirit of distrust in the Pro*- 
testants^ and so foster the spirit of jealousy and 
party. 

Do you think that Catholic emancipation, with 
an increased qualification for the exercise of th« 
elective franchise in Ireland^ would be more acr 
ceptable to the population of the north of Ireland 
with which you are acquainted, than, without it? 
.—-I believe that without it it would be utterjjr 
unacceptable; but that with that change of tb^ 
qualification it might, on the principles I meni- 
tioned yesterday, be rendered at least tolerably 
acceptable to the Protestant public. 

With such an accompaniment, do you think i| 
would be acceptable to the larger part of the 
Presbyterians in the iK)rth of Ireland? — Ther« 
is a large portion of them would not be satistiicd 
with it in any form, or with any accompaniments 
Neither can I exactly say how the larger part of 
the Presbyterians would feel to have themselves 
deprived of privileges, they have long possessed^ 
and which the Presbyterian ministers have uei^ 
^r inclination: nor power of influencing against 
jtheir .landlords. Presbyterian ministers never 
Jiave attempted to possess such a power, nor 
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#MM.ttKgroiktam il; fbtir j^inciple of prtvttl^ 
jodgmeiilt fertitds it$ tbm- wAwanim i» in the 
itt^N^se ratmof thfftt of the CallieiMt prkrtK.. I 
iinfagine thei^ infiuence i» t^hkty oiftr the IcMf^ 
ol'^ers, aod that o^ the Prthhytemtii miniwittn 
Direr the higher raolcrdl their people; fao# Jar 
tkuit^m^ the Pnsdbyl^ms i^igbt fikb tor hetl#^ 
olptfcd el^tb^ etee^ they nam tx^try 

for dtt^tiafce ef iCaftb^tie ^iiuifieiyMiiQQ, I taniiot 
My, Wt 1 rtill think the ehsotg^ of rim frwrtiiife 
wongild allot give tlieto moth^ofl^ee; i 4a imt 
perobivfe^ among them any gi^^ arixiel^ about 
r^grttiwring votes where tbey- have thetn. I ki^oiAr 
fnany ^h<y woirld n6t register for iear of h^iii^ 
tik^ti to efections. With an increase of the fraii^ 
<!hlie; r coi^ceive Catholic emancipation v^otild fee 
icss disagreeable. 

Do you think such a change would be bighfl' 
tdesirable in th^ north of Ireland, indepei^di^Atty 
of the Catholic question?-^— A^ to ray own opi^ 
nion I speak not as a politician, because I db not 
umlerstand politics. But speaking as a ihofaii^ 
I ednceiv^ it would b^ hig'hiy adv^ntagedaa to 
every parrtof the kingdom i Ihave always tln^iight 
»o. It is an opinion I found -early in consequende 
of my education in Scotland, which ted me to bfe 
acquainted with the nature of the elective fran^ 
chise> there; and seeing the political agitations 
'and moral evils which have arisen in some parts 
ofIrelan4 in consequence of thcl exercise of thfe 
elective fratichise, and from • having witnessed 
what I should consider the abominations of a 
-contested election, 1 have long been inclined to 
think that the elective franchise ought to bfe 
n uch higher than it is, and vested in men who^e 
education and habits put them more oatof th^ 
siay of injury. . ^ 

Besides the moral effect to 'which you hav* 
been alluding, do you think that there is* any 
perjury promoted by the present 40^. freehold 



tright? — I baye every rAwik te l)e|ie^1%$# pC«- 
\uty » often the conseqiieoa^ ; thmt it h the eate 
in Qpefi borofighi I. Know:. and hpK^T^; v^i^ 
regard fo 6G(mitie9i alie^^lcectati^ly do belifVQ ihiajt 
tmm bare been instaneesi I jeohdeive I hai^e gcKi4 
iisifiirmalaon Qpofi-tlie. sabje/ct : when I fay tihat 
there have, beefi in^tmoesiof notoriQW peijiiry. , 

Bo you mean by perjuryvper joii^ whci. wrei^ 
tibat they have a 4€to. freehold^ i? b^m i^ poAil. ^ 
met Aey have it? notf-s-Yei » and I baye hear i flf 
tnataiicet^ th^ triiih of wiiioh I db m)^ doiib ditij 
wbieb persons were taken from one coimty t^ 
asiM)#i<^.£6 personate indtviduats^ and to sw^ar 
that ' they; weife tbose persons in whose names 
the^ appeared* 

Have you any notion what proportion the 6ti^n4 
fide 40s. freeholders, holding estates in^ fe^ or 
beritable estates^ bear to the 40^. leaseholders ?-— 
I imagitie in the* north of Ireland theise are very 
few more 40^. freeholders who hold iri let$ 
I* know only two or three in my own neigh bonfr 
hood.' In the coimty ot Derry there is a consir 
"^rable: number who hold leases renewable for ever;, 
where the tenure is consequently very indep€tifdenj[:> 

Is not that^ in point of fact, a usual tenaittcy [^ 
Ireland ?**-Yes^; m the county of Derry it i$ 
prrtty extensive^ 

' Are ihey frequently so low as to give a -fO^. 
freehold only?— Yes; I kndw many instances of 
such leafses, of five, or of ten, or of sixttsen Ifish 
aeies, renewable for ever, on paying a half<^y^ar*s 
Tent as a fine at the fall of each life. 
: Do you know how many bond fide leasebol4ers 
aa^e registered in your county^ and ready to ^te? 
-^I do not know* . r 

• You have, heard of what is called the great 
election, in the county of Down ? — -Yes ; 1 haV* 
heard, of itj but I was not then: in the coufity;. , 

Has it btoen-matter .of general beliof in tb:> 
county of Downi that ma^y.persbn)i toted at that 



iisr 

election who had no land whatever in the cbuiity ? 
—1 cannot say that it is a matter of general be- 
lief,- the remembrance of the thing is now nearly 
worn' out, but I know it as matter of belief that 
such instances did occur. 

From what you have heard, do you not believe 
tlie fact was so ? — I am inclined to think so; and 
in other counties also I am inclined to think 
similar instanocs have occurred. I have heard of 
one notoriously wicked man, who was in the 
habit, where there was a contested election, ot 
exporting voters from one county to another to 
personate individuals whom they had found enti- 
tled to vote, but who could not be broughtto vote 
in consequence of distance or sickness. I believe 
it to be strictly true. 

Supposing there were four thousand voters re- 
sident in the county of Down, what porportion 
should you conceive were 40^. leaseholders? — On 
the estates I am best acquainted with I think 
almost every leaseholder would be a 40j. free^ 
holder. On the Downshire estates, on the Duf- 
ferin estates, the Londonderry estates, and a great 
number of the minor estates, I believe the people 
would be almost altogether 40*. freeholders on 
leases. The great body of electors would be 
leaseholders. Few, except the gentry, hold in fee. 

What do you conceive would be the effect olF 
raising the elective franchise upon the interests 
of the great proprietors, the aristocratical interest 
in Ireland ; would it increase or diminish the 
influence of that aristocratical interest? — I do 
not think it would change it in the north ; I 
think there is a very large body of people, at 
least in the county of Antrim, on my Lord 
Donegal's estate and others, and in the county 
of Down, on the Londonderry estate, on the 
Dufferin estate, and on the Downshire estate^ 
who are proprietors. to a considerable amount, 
I do not think it would change their influenct: 
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to a considerable degree. I think if the fran- 
chise were raisisd to 10/. it would scarcely, on 
these and other estates, diminish the freeholderi 
at all. 

You think that the raising the franchise to 
10/. would not disfranchise any considerable 
number upon those estates? — I think not. 

What would be the effect on the great aris- 
tocratical interest in other parts of the country ? 
— I think, in some places, the difference would 
be considerable. I know many parts of the 
county of Derry where it woulcf nearly dis- 
franchise whole estates. I do not know th6 
corporation to whom the Kilrea estate belongs^ 
but I thrnk it would disfranchise nearly the whole 
of them, the farms are so small. 

Do you think the proportion of influence that 
would remain vested in the smaller proprietors; 
as compared with the great proprietors, would 
be less or greater after the alteiration of the fran- 
chise than it was before ?- -I think ftiere are 
many of the small proprietors whose estates 
would be almost completely disfranchised.' 

Upon the whole what is your opinion? — I 
think the aristocratical influence would remain 
very much as it is at present. The higher yoU 
risfe in the scale of society the more legitimate 
influence is a landlord, under common circum- 
stances, likely to have on his tenantry. They 
are persons more likely to come into social con- 
tact with him, and more capable of being rea- 
soned with, and less likely to be acted upon by 
sudden impulse, like a mob ; then I think the 
number of large freeholders would, on the 
greater estates, keep nearly their present nume- 
rical proportion, and would leave the balance of 
power much as it now stands. 

Do you think that the absentee interest in the 
counties with which you are best acquainted, as 
compared with resident interest, would be as 

H 
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ere»t as it now is, if the franchrisc were raised 
from 40^. to loL? — In the part of the country 
with which I am acquainted^ happily we have 
very little absentee interest. In the county of 
Antrim the Hertford estate is a very considerable 
absentee interest; but I am inchned to thUvk 
the change of the Iranchise would not, is any » 
degree, affect his lordships interest there ; his 
leases are in general very good. 

Pq you think, the generality of 40^. Iree- 
hoiders in the north of Ireland, Qf whoai you 
have been speak^ing, plight register their votes on 
a 10/. qualification ? — In the county of Down, 
and in many parts of the county of Antrim, I 
think there is a very large number who would 
register at a 10/. qualification, or more. 

Po not you think the 40«, freehold system 
has led to a very rapid increase of population in 
the north of Ireland?^— I think it has fldded in 
sbntie cases, but the increase has generally arisen 
irom the mere system of sub-division, without 
any view to election purposes. 

Do you not think an increase of qualification 
might tend to check population ? — I think finally 
it would, because it would check the division of 
farms. 

In the cases of those estates where total dis- 
franchisement would take place under an in^ 
creased qualification, do not you think the pro- 
prietors of such estates, as tbeir leases &I1 in^ 
would be anxious to recreate a political inflnence ? 
— Yes, I naturally think they would; and I 
must also add, that i« the only evil I foresee from 
thie change. There is a possibility of a number 
of persons, that are now lialt farmers and half 
majiiifacturers pf Knen, being thrown totally 
into the state of cottiers« I knx)w that some 
persons, who dificr from me in the opinimi I 
.entertained upon the subject, look upon that as 
the great practical evil of the contemplaU«*d 
change. 
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Would not that class of people, supposing 
lli^y were driven off the land, and were obliged 
to live in villages and towns^ and occupy therii- 
selves wholly in their trade of weaving, be in a 
iiituAtion to render their condition better thah it 
is at present? — I conceive if they fiad to biiifd 
the houses themselves that it would render them 
the most miserstble population on th^ face oftRe 
earth, tor they would not have a farthing left 
after building their house; they Would be a 
multitude of paupers. 

Supposing noiiseS were io be had, to he rented 
by the year, as is commonly the case, aiid that 
any Weaver had a regular demand for his timie 
and labour at the traide of weaving, be would iipt 
be elfiabled to rent the house and to provid'e 
himself with other necessaries just the same in 
a town as living in the country P — I conceive Be 
would; and that politically speaking, he might 
be better than he is now. But morally speak- 
ing, it would be very bad i6v the people; the 
increase of villages, in my view of society, is a 
great moral evil. Manufactures are imprpyed 
bf villages; the people are made worse. The 
evH of the cotton trade is its aggregation; fbe 
blessing of the linen trade, its separating influ* 

Is not the rent paid by those persons who live 
iti the country, »nd employ themselves partly 
in weaving, partly in farming, a high rate of 
Wiit?-^! think it often is. 

Do yon imaging the whole of that rent is paid 
by wlrat is received from the land?^ — ^Not at alt, 
a great deal must be paid by the industry oif'the 
famify. . In reality, their farming is baafy done 
atid could not pay under arty systeni. 

Then the. rent is paid oiit of fhelr earnings 
by the linen trade?— Yes, or th^ cottoii. fa 
'^v^rdl haclf-ftftfiiftjl districts the cotton trade is 
extensive. 

H 3 
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• If a person, instead of farming, land,- lived in 
/a v.niage, he would put into his pocket, all i^e 
earned by hfs business as a weaver ?— -I fear he 
would have to pay a high rent there too, fexcept 
villages were erected at the public expense; bqt 
I doubt the practicability of such a thing. There 
areyery high rents charged in the villages, an^ 
stjU highejr rents for a small portion of land for 
; potatoes. . , 

Could not he necessarily diminish the charge 
upon him for rent in consequence of having only 
•to hire a room or two, instead ot having to hire 
a piece of ground? — According to the habits of 
the people in the north, they generally wish to 
have some ground, and it is not easy to change 
old habit§. I live in a village,. and I know that 
almost all the smaller tradesmen or manufacturers 
hire ground at enormous rents, so high as from 
four to six or sometimes eight pounds an acre, 
and it is literally hiring it, for they have the crop 
-only for one year, though the manure is their 
own. 

Do you think that the raising of the 40^. 
elective franchise to 3/. would disfranchise ten 
thousand persons in the north ot Ireland P-^- 
There is no one thing of which I would be mo^s 
afraid than raising the elective franchise from 
40y. to 5/. for it would open an additional 
temptation to perjury, and practically disfran* 
• chise only the honest men. 

Do you imagine that a number of persons 
. .would be disfranchised by that alteration ?— 
Many would be disfranchised by it, if they werq 
to tell the truth: but the disfranchisement would 
be local, not general in the north ; I could §ay 
for example, that in the county of Dov^^n and 
some parts! of Antrim, vvith which I atn best 
acquainted, it would disfranchise almost noojie^ 
I think thiegre^tei number ^rc bond Jlck ^\ccUir^ 
to the amount of 5/. or more. 
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- lis. it to the change or to the smallness in th^e 
change that .you object ?: — 'To the smallness in 
the change. 

If the qualification were 10/. would you ob- 
ject to the increased qualification ? — I should 
even wish the qualification higher on the whole 
naatter; I speak only as a moralist, looking to 
the moral effect on the people, and which- I 
think ought to outweigh all other calculations. 

Do you not think that any measure, which 
had a tendency to enlarge the farms in the nonh 
of Ireland and to check population, would be a 
most desirable measure ? — I have great doubts 
about any attempts to check population by any* 
thing but moral restraints, — better education, 
and giving the people higher feelings of the ne- 
cessity of comfort and personal respectability. 
Formiog my ideas not from political economists,, 
but from the Bible, I am inclined to consider a. 
large population a national blessing, if well di- 
rected ; and that the proper duty of a wise legiis- 
lature is not to restrain the population, but 
encourage moral education and arts and hianu-- 
factures for their employment. 

The Rev. John Burnett exanmied. — 31*/ March 

1825. 

In mentioning, that you form your opinion 
from communication with the people; are you 
not aware that the lower orders of the Roman 
Catholics, in communicating with persons not 
of their own religion, are exceedingly distrustful 
and suspicious, and disposed to withhold and 
conceal their real sentiments ? — I am quite sure 
that that is the case ; but in the cases to which I 
refer they did not know who I was, or what my 
principles were ; I went through the country, (so 
much had been said on the state of the poor in 
Ireland,) merely to satisfy myself, andl had no 
ultimate object in view; I. went.to the cabins in- 

h3 
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the wny I have described, without thdr knowing 
who I was ojT what principles I held. 

Are they not influenced by the same d^ree of 
suspicion, in their communications with every 
individual, unless they are sure that he is a 
lioman Catholic?— In their communicatioBS 
Mfith Strangers, I know they exercise cautioa ; 
bjpt J am not aware that that caution exists to 
the same extent, when the stranger is unknown 
aA when they know that he is a Protestant. I 
know that, on many occasions, vyben they are 
stating their views, as Roman Catholics, to Pro»- 
t^stants, they deny what I believe they hold; an4 
avow what I believe they deny. 

Are not, in the part of the country with whioh 
yo.ii are acquainted, a number of the lowest 
cla(5S of the people 40^. freeholders?—^! have 
X{Qt\ had any conversation with them on that sub- 
j^t ; I never asked 4b at question. 

,lf th«y be 40^. freeholders, and have vo\e^ at 
el^Q^ions, ia it possible they should not know 
tbitt they are excluded from voting for a persosi 
of their awn rehgtoB, and are obliged tq seod a 
Protestant to Parliament ? — rj^Tom the appearance 
of the persons I h^ve seen at electian^, I s.boul(]L 
think, comparing them with other persons of the 
same appearance with whom I have conversed in 
the eountry, that they are equally ignorant; and^ 
if general re[>0rt were to be credited, they vote 
aa tkey are directed. They know the dil^renee 
faeiwoen a Catholic and a Froteatant/ hut I am 
mat aware th^t they know anything- about the 
datks which the representativest will have t^ 
psFfeirm. 

Without supposing that they know ai^ythiiig 
ahocut the duties which the representatives wtU 
havj^ to pertorni, and alk>win^ tliat they v^e^ aif 
tbay ar^e diesired, do tbey i^o4i k»ow pei^fectly 
well, thattlaa pcjrsoii for whom they vote is^ a 
BroitataAt a&d nob a CathQKo ^—Tliey do ; th«y^ 
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arc aware of tlie difference between a Protestatit 
and a Catholic; that they know distinctly. 

Do you think it is as grateful to tliem to vote 
for a Protestant as it would be to vote for a Ca- 
tholic ?— In all cases I have found them to be 
willing to give the preference to a Catholic, ex^ 
€cpt when they wished to look for euiployment ; 
I believe they generally prefer Protestants to Ca- 
tholics as employers. 

Why do they prefer Protestants to Catholics, 
as their employers ? — ^The reason they generally 
give is, that they are treated with more fairness 
by a rrotestant master; that they meet with 
better usage. 

Have you observed that the peasantry prefer 
going to a Koman Catholic magistrate, to going 
to a Protestant magistrate? — I cannot answer that 
question; I never put any question to them upon 
that subject ; and never heard their opinion. 

Or do they prefer holding from a Catholic 
landlord, to holding from a Protestant one?— • 
No, they do not; I have always found that they 
preferred a Protestant to a Catholic landlord. 

In case they prefer a Protestant landlord, <Jo 
you attribute that exclusively to a difference of 
religion, or to any other cause ? — ^The Roman Ca* 
thofic landlords are not so wealthy as the Pro* 
testant landlords; and perhaps that circumstance 
may prevent them from treating the tenantry 
uhaer them as handsomely as a Protestant land- 
lord would do. 

Comparing the Protestant landlords with the 
Roman Catholic landldrds, are not the Protes- 
tant landlords more frequently the inheritors of 
the land in fee, and Catholic landlords the mid- 
dle men ) — ^"f bey are. 

Practically, is it not within the power of the 
inlieritor in'fee, to treat his tctiaintry with more 
liberality than the middle mancafti? — C^rtatililyj 
it isgeneraWy, 
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• You do not then connect the preference, which 
IS shewn of a Protestant landlord over a Catholic 
landlord, with the circumstance of a Protestant 
landlord being more generally the proprietor of 
the soil ? — I do not connect the circumstance of 
the preference with that as its cause, in all cases; 
for. I have known cases in which Catholic pro- 
prietors were able, so far as wealth was con- 
cerned, to treat those who were under them as 
liberally as the Protestant landlords, and yet I 
do not find such a general disposition on their 
part to do so ; the want of that disposition I 
should impute to the effect of their religion. As 
I do not understand the religion to possess any 
moral power in Ireland, I should consider its de- 
ficiency, in that respect, as the producing cause 
of the disposition in question. 

In the case of the Catholic landlords to whom 
you refer, were they not the cases of individuals 
who had risen from the lower classes of the com- 
munity ? — ^l^hat is the case with Catholic lan^d- 
lords in general, in the south of Ireland. 

,Are not the duties of a landlord exercised 
more severely in cases where the individuals have 
risen from the lower ranks of life, than when 
they are in possession ot hereditary estates?—- 
They are generally so. 

The, Mev. John Keily examined. ^^\bth April 

* 18^5. 

' You are acquainted with the system of regisr 
tering 40*. freeholders in Ireland? — Yes. 

Do you conceive if the qualification was raised, 
that the lower description of freeholders would 
consider themselves injured by such an altera- 
tion ?. — I certainly do hot think that the lowest 
description of 40*. freeholders would consider 
tjbefmselves interested. I never knew the lowest 
description of freeholders to consider the elective 
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franchise as of great advantage to them^ and the 
value they set upon it is easily ascertainable ; for 
if you consult the clerks of the peace for any 
county, or for all the counties in Ireland, and ask 
them how many go of their own accord to qua- 
lify themselves for elections, you will find very 
few indeed ; and if they consider it not worth 
their while to go and register, you must infer 
that they do not consider it a great advantage ; 
but I make a distinction between towns and coun- ' 
try parts. In towns it may be an object to a 406*. 
freeholder to give his vote, because there he is 
better informed ; there he knows mdre or less of 
the rights of a member of the community ; he 
knows that it gives him a weight which may 
turn to his advantage ; but in the Country, they 
understand those things v^ry little, and I have 
always found that they preferred not registering' 
to register. 

A man in a town is a man of independent cha- 
racter ? — Yes, he is. 

And the poor description of freeholder in the 
country, is not independent ? — Not independent 
altogether ; it is very hard to un trammel a 40^. 
freeholder in the country from a certain depen- 
dence upon his landlord ; and, in effect, it would 
be an advantage to the 40,9. freeholder generally, 
not to leave him in the predicament of either giv-p 
ihg his vote according to his own inclination, or 
according to the wish of his landlord. 

Do you know who is in the habit of paying 
the fees to the clerk of the peace, upon the regis- 
try of freeholds ; are they paid by the freeholder 
himself, or by the person who brings them down 
to be registered on his account ?— -• I understand 
by the landlords and the agenis generally; as far 
as 1 know of registries, the common practice, aa 
I have known it practiced by the agent of ray 
Lord Middleton and others, is for the agent tq 
^ve notice of an adjournment of tim sessions 'm 
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the neighbourhood of the estate, and the clerk 
«;!' the peace comes, and the tenantry meet on a 
certain day,' and come forward with their leases, 
or with the counterparts of their leases in the 
ageut» keeping, and they register their freeholds; 
tjjerc is an entry made of the document having 
Ven produced in court, and the clerk of the peace 
afterwards makes out the registry certificates, 
and these certificates he deposits, against the 
election, with the agent of the landlord. 

Not vvith the freeholder ? — Not with the free- 
holder, except in cases where the freeholder is 
independent. 

Have you any knowkdge of any instances ir^ 
which the priest have paid the expence of regis- 
try ? — Never. 

Is the business of registry always very regu- 
larly conducted, are there regular leases produ-^ 
(ced ? — I think generally so; I recollect at one 
time, an honourable member of this Committee, 
Mr. Becher, was present when there was a great 
pontest where a registry should be held, because 
it gave an advantage, in point of priority ot time, 
^o one party or the other ; this shows that the 
^.?. freeholders come to register^ 2^ directed by 
the landlords. 

Was there a numerous meeting of magistrates 
upon th'Jit occasion ? — There was a very nume-r 
fous meeting; Mr. Becher was not then a ma-^ 
gistrate, though he attended the meeting. 

Do you think the lower class of 40^. freehold- 
ers attach any value to their franchise ? — I think^ 
^X present, they do not, I think, at the same time, 
that in point of political advantage, the 40s. free- 
holders would not be dealt t)y fairly, if deprived 
of his franchise, without an ^puivalept ; because 
if it be an advantage, to be eligible to superior 
pffices, it is an advantage to concur in the «lectior^ 
of individuals ; and 1 should think it very l>ard,if 
^he elective franchise were an a.dvantage to the4.0s^ 
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freeholders, that they shoulcl be deprived of it; boi 
I conceive that, for the purposes of general mora* 
Itty in Iretand, it woqld be better that there should 
be no 40^, freeholders. I conceive that the multi- 
pVication of oaths, and the administration of oaths, 
by persons not quali6ed toadaiinisterthem,in Ire-* 
land, is one of the greatest sources of moral evil. 
- Do you think that those people would repine 
at the los^ of this political privilege, if it was to 
be the means of facilitating the granting of the 
question of Catholic emancipation ; would not 
the removal of the disabilities from the whole 
body, amply compensate, in their minds, for the 
loss of that privilege ? — ^ I am sure it is so un- 
(derstood. 

You have been in Ireland since it had been re- 
ported that some change of this sort is to take 
plaoe} — I have ; I arrived from Ireland aboutthree 
days ago ; I left hom^ on Tuesday, last week. 

The opinion that you give now, is an opinion 
f^med subsequently to its being known tn the 
country that son^e change was in contemplation ^ 
•rr- It nas been the subject-matter of discussion 
these two years in Ireland, whether it would be 
^n advantage or a disadvantage, that the 4(hr. 
freeholders shoFuld be disfranchised ; and I findj 
thal^ generally speaking, the great majority of the 
people of Ireland think it would be an advantage 
to morality ; and that is the question that I coni^ 
fine myself io. 

You have staged, that the 40^. freeholder 15 
not iinxiouSi about retaining his freehold, because 
he derives no benefit from it ? — ^Yes. 

What benefit does the 40s. freehold"er expect 
to derive from Catholic emancipation ?- — I have 
already stated, he expect^^ that he will be upon a 
levi^l with his fellowrmen, that is the benefit he 
looks to, as far as I can ascertain ; and to men- 
f;ion the truth to the Committee, I have abstained 
from enterftig into political questions as much ?l% 
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possible, vtith the c6frimoh pcop1e,*for the puK 
pose, as I thought, of the peace of the country, 
oonsideringpohtic* as tending to excite feel ipgs 
of dissatisfaction. 

Do you think that the 40a\ freeholder who 
now feels that he has the right of voting for a 
representative, would be satisfied on being de- 
prived of that right, by thinking that other or- 
c|ers of the community had received benefits ?— r 
If the 406\ freeholder, bond fide knew the right 
that he had, and that the exercise of that right 
were to depend upon his free will, he would 
consider it an injustice to be deprived of it; but 
as the matter is managed in Ireland, at t;hc 
present moment, the 40^. freeholder considers 
that he has no advantage, because he considers 
in a great measure that he is obliged to vote 
which ever way the landlord directs him,' and , 
therefore he would think he was rid of an oner- 
ous duty, by getting rid of the matter aflo- 
gether; in fact, I never found among the 40^. 
freeholders an)^ desire whatever to register their 
ffeeholds, and inferring from that negative feel- 
ing on their part, their estimiation of the privi- 
lege, I would conclude that it is not a matter of 
very great advantage to them ; at the same time, 
I conceive, that the disfranchisement of the 
40^. freeholders generally, without a distinction, 
would be considered a hardship; it may be very 
well to raise the qualification to five or ten. 
pounds, I do not know exactly how high, but I 
think an injury would be done to property in 
Ireland, by disfranchising them generally; for. 
instance, in a large town, where the proprietor 
of the town has given leases for three lives, and 
three lives in reversion, with a concurrent num- 
ber of years, at perhaps a rent of one shilling a 
year, and an improvement has been made upon 
that, the proprietor has done it in cotttempla- 
tjon o( a qerts^in kiad of influence ; I conceivQ 
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that his pre^rty is interfered with by. depriviog 
the tenant of the elective franchise ; at the same 
time, that I conceive ihe tenant ought to be left 
jree, but the very idea of giving a tenement $it a 
nominal rent, in order to make a freehold, sup- 
poses -a reliance placed upon the constant attach- 
ment of the individual who gets it, to the family 
interest. 

Why do you think that greater regard should 
be paid to a freeholder so situated in a town, 
than a freeholder so situated in the country?— 
A freeholder so situated, in a town is better in- 
formed, and can better estimate his own right. 
Moreover his freehold is more before the public 
view. 

It arises, then, from the superior information 
which you suppose to belong to persons resident 
-in a town ? — Yes ; and the superior value of the 
freehold, I conceive that in towns it is very 
seldom that artificial freeholds can be made. 

Do not you know manv towns that furnish a 
' large proportion of artificial freeholds ? — No. 

You think that so long as the. freeholdicr is 
subject to an influence which prevents his voting 
freely, he will not value the possession of th« 
franchise?— ^I think not, by freely, I mean ac- 
cording to his inclination* 

Then at what amount do you think it is pos- 
sible to fix the franchise, so as to prevent tlie 
landlord having that influence over the tenant? — 
I think there are difficulties one way and anotheK; 
I conceive that raising the qualification would 
tend to deprive a great many of the minor free- 
holders of the right, at the same. time that J 
thrrk that many who have now bfmd fide AOs. 
freeholds, though these freeholds may not give 
the next qualification, which is 20/. still th€iy 
'may entitle them to register a 7/- o^ ^^l' free- 
hold, and qualify him to vote for a Member of 
Parliament ; I conceive^ that that p6rson may 
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qualify t6 the Athount of frovA 7/. trt 1 6t» t khoW 
i( the iKlattef were leit to m j jiidgmetif , JL would 
b^ ^ towest qoalificsitfon. 
-You Would proportioa the qualification foi* 
election, rather according to the intellect of ttie 
j^arty, than according to his holding ?—^l thihk 
the intellect of an individual is a criterion ^'ery 
hardi to be gauged^ but property is not ; and I 
think the intellect of an individual may be very 
well for the purposes of society, ascertained frbifa 
the property he has. 

You think a property of from seven to ten 
pdUftds Would prevent the freeholder from being 
under the influence of his landlord?-^! coriceivtj 
that a 50/. freeholder may be under the infiueitde 
€^ hH landlord. I think it is impossible to de- 
f i«^e m Utopian a plan as that of detaching a te- 
nant altogether from his landlord, antf in ratft, I 
thit)k, for the good of the commuhity, it T^ould 
be '^^ry inadvisable to detach him. I conceitfe 
th*t the mutual dependence of the landlord and 
the tenant upon one another, the reciprocity 6f 
pt'Ot^etion and property derived from the land- 
lord on the one band, and the attachment and 
good faith of the tenant upon the other. I think 
Ihi^ csorritative feeling mo&t desirable to be on'e 
of the established in the country. 

At what rate would you fix the qualification ? 
t— At f /. 

Why? — Because I conceive the qualification , 
of 71. would establish an order of freeboldcrs, 
that wa'uld go as free agents, of their own aC* 
eonl, upon the hustings, to give their votes fr^r 
a o<aindidate. 

Do you consider the forty-shilling freeholder 
to be a mereinstrivment in the hands of his land- 
lotd ? — Generally, as matters go now. 

What distinction would you draw bettteetithe 
future political conduct of the freeholder, regis- 
tered under a 7/. qualification, and that of a f^e- 
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would establish an order of freeholders, in mjr 
opinion, that, from their property and intellect, 
would go as moral agents into the court to give 
their votes. 

Is not one of the great objections to the 40s. 
freeholders, that a man swears to a profit rent 
which he in fact does not enjoy ? — Very often. 

Do you think that a man who will swear to a 
profit rent of 40a\ would have any difficulty in 
swearing to a profit rent of 5/.? — Crudely not; 
but I conceive that a 7/. freeholder is a matter of 
more notoriety, and that the infamy of a person 
perjuring himself relative to it would be more 
before the eyes of the public, and the number 
of the freeboldere being lessened, the attention 
of the public would be more drawn to it. 

Cannot you account for a 40^. freeholder 
taking the oath in those cases, without imputing 
to him positive perjury ? — The question has very 
often come before me as a clergyman, and I have 
found it very difficult often to decide it, because 
there was the absolute value of the freeholder to 
be considered, which was very hard to be de- 
cided ; there was the relative value of it to the 
individual occupying it, rather than to another, 
and there was a kind ot casuistry employed to 
fix a third value, that " Would you give it up; 
would you leave it for 40^. a year?" the man 
would be turned out upon the world if he were 
to leave it ; of course he would not for 40.y. be a 
vagabond at large upon the world: sometimes I 
was told the attention of the Legislature was not 
the absolute value, but the relative value ; somo- 
times it was not the relative value, but what 
would the person give it up for, and I always 
found, by the difficulty the person had, that I10 
did not consider himself, in conscience, qualified 
to take the cfath, because he was anxious not to 
uom forward if he was an Itpnest man. 
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Do not you think the same difficulties mifjht 
arise as to a man swearing to a freehold worth, 
5/.? — No, I do not think it would, because you 
mny make use of the same reasoning ; raise the 
qualification to any sum that you please, and I 
think that for practical purposes some criterion 
must be established ; and I think that the num- 
ber of freeholders would be so reduced, that the 
attention of the public would be turned to the 
persons swearing ; and secondly, a man having 
7/. a year interest in a tenement will be a^ man 
of superior order in society, to the mere 40^. 
freeholder, or a person not having Aos. one way 
or the other. 

You state that the 40s. freeholder is apt to 
take into his calculation the loss that he would 
sustain by being removed, and that he calculates 
that as part of the profit and value of the free- 
hold to him ; do you see any reason why he 
should not equally calculate that upon a freehold 
of 5/. ? — He may calculate it, hut I cannot at 
the present moment devise any check bpori it. 

Can you more justly charge an individual with 
perjury, for attaching the value of 5/. to the re- 
taining of his farm, than for attaching the value 
of 40s. ? — Certainly ; perjury may admit of de- 
grees of comparison, where the matter is greater, 
then the lie is greater ; the greater the lie, the 
greater the perjury in a moral point of view ; but 
I already mentioned, I conceived there would bie 
a greater check upon perjury in tho case of raising 
the qualification. 

The Committee suppose there is no case of 
perjury that the individual understand himself 
to swear, that the place is worth to him, after 
paying his rent, 40.v., and that he does that con- 
scientiously^ because he would not be turned out 
of the place for ar^y 4a?. that could be given him ; 
then the Comnyttjtje^ask you, would not an inno- 
cent individualact in the same manner with re- 
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Spefct to a 5/. freehold, that he does now ' with 
respect to a 40,9. freehold ? — If the qqestion rc^ 
fers to an innocent freeholder, I camidt make 
Bny distinction between the one and the other; 
but I spoke of raising the qualification in order 
to do away perjury, and perjury supposes not an 
innocent individual ; if the Committee give nie 
credit for saying that perjury exists, according 
to the present system, they cannot argiie from 
that, that a man bond fide registering his fr^e- 
hbld, and committing no perjury, niay be on a 
level with a man in the other case. 

You think, then, that a man that is inclined 
to commit perjury would have a difficulty as td 
committing it with respect to 10/., and none a^ 
to 40^. ? — I think, from the greater notoriety of 
it, he would be deterred from committing it. 

Is not the perjury tolerably notorious atpre^ 
«€nt ? — r think it is ; but where there ai'c a great 
many sharing the guilt of a transaction, thfe 
shame of it is lessened at any rate. 

Upon any given property, what dijfferencc dd 
you think would be made in the number of the 
freeholders, supposing the landlord, had an equal 
disposition to divide it into freeholds, the holders 
of which would swear to 5/. value ? — ^Taking the 
registered freeholders of the county of Cork, at 
the present moment, at twenty- three thousand, 
•or twenty thousand, I conceive, that from twenty 
•thousand, they would be reduced to at least ten 
thousand. I do not say that the number is* so 
much ; but if you take It at twenty thousand, I 
think it would be reduced one-half. 

"You do not think it possible to divide an estate 
now held under the 40*. tenure into very nearly 
an equal number held under a 7/. tenure?— I 
Jiave it on my mind to obviate the difficulty^ I 
think, if the qualification was as tow as 5/., the 
divisions could be so form^sd as that the same 
number would be held ; but I think JL makes a 
very great difference* 

1 
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Wh«t ii the circumstance whicli mak^s ypa 
believe that the addition of 2i. would make 90 large 
a difference I — Take anyi farm of 200 acres, and 
subdivide it^ao as io leave a profit of 7/. -to you* 
ypu will find upon the number :at le^t a f1l^uc-> 
tion. pf three or four out pf -five.. In order to 
give a positive answer^ there is. a degree of caU 
culation iiecessary which I am not^very ready at ^ 
for instance^ I know fariiDB nt the present mo- 
ment, of the extent rtated,. that have forty or fifty 
40i$. freeholders upon them,: if the qualification 
was raised to 7/. the reduction woukl be perhaps 
thirty out of the number ; it is, much easier to 
form a qualification of 40^. than of 5/. and easier 
to form a. qualification of 5/. than of 7/. If you 
rai«e the qualification, from 40;y, to SL you wili 
reduce the number more than <half; and then 
the additional 2/. will give you again a reduction^ 
BO that from having fifty .upon si bond fide unr 
derstanding between the landlord and the te- 
nants^ it may be reduced to twenty, that is, 
thirty atruck off altogether. I am not perhaps 
very^accurate in this calculation, because it would 
require time,, and I was not prepared upon the 
question. 

When you spoke ot the qualifieatioii pf the 
40^. freeholders, and objected to it on the ground 
that the 40*. freeholder was not a free agent, did 
you, refer to the legitimate influence of opinion 
ox obligation on the part of the landlord, or to 
the actual control of .authority and command ?— ^ 
X refer to the actual control of authority. 

Then you do not object to the first ?«~No, I do 
not, if the 40^. freeholder was left to his own fair 
feeling, I think there would be no objection to it; 
l^re is only bne objection that J see, and which 
is sc very fair one ; I have heard it ;very ofiten 
discussed in the evi^nt of Catholic emancipation 
hetng granted* I ,think thaty if the legislature 
wece to ^ualiaae pojitic^l advantages: among all 
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dasses of subjects, tlmt wlierfe the population J$. 
sb very greatly Catholic, it would be very .feir ^ 
havjB such an equality as would leave the Pco-' 
t&stants and the Catholics of Ireland, with rex 
spect to political advantages. Upon a fair levels 
because, if you suppose the abstract case, whe^r 
tber CathoUcs may be led by feeling, it would be- 
very iinfair, in n politiwl point of view, to have 
tifrh thousand electors iu a county, and only per* 
ht^ps drie th^ooaand Protestant electors ; I thinlc 
it j^c^td influence, in that way, the equality,, 
which ought to prevail^ and whjch I wish^hou.ld 
prevail in Ireland. 

Theti one of the recoiimendatfons which you; 
conceive to attach to the alteration of the frati- 
chise, is^ that the influence of property will be. 
greatef> ajid, the influence of numbers will be, 
Ites ?— ^Yea, most undoubtedly it comes to that, 
if we may place them in collision* 
, Do you connect with that observation, the 
ftct, tnatt the influence of property is chiefly^ 
Protestant, and the influence of numb^rs^ -chlfly * 
Catholic ?— Yes, in my county the Protestant^ 
property is considerably greater than the Ca-/^ 
tholic property. 

When you spoke oi bond fide AOs. freeholders,' 
whose right it might not be expedient to affect^ 
did y op refer to 40^. freeholders, who have per-, 
petuities, oi* very long leases of the valiie of; 
40^.,?- — ^To persons who have properties of Jong' 
continuation, it would be a very great injury,^ 
because k period nmy come %bout, whien mojal . 
feeling may be more general; when a nxan 
may consider the elective franchise a very gr?at 
advantage ;.. perhaps in ten or twenty or thirty ' 
years, the freeholder may consider it ^od for 
him fb have tha^t right, as he lias it in .England . 
at this moment. The bond fide freeholder, I c<wn- 
cfeive, .tolt>e a man who h^s his freehold .^>d^^ . 
of the value of 40^. and who registers ft himself, 
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of -his own 'accord, with the intent to give hiV. 
iiite' accofdinjg to his conscience,^r according to 
Rfs |>6litical bias. 

-'Da you riot conceive, that the possession of a 
40^. -freehold in fee, or for ever^ is a very de- 
sirable thing to encourage in thle country ?— 
Most certainly I do. 

'' In the event of the qualification of leasehold 
tenures, being raised to 10/. and the tenant in 
fe^ simple continuing to exercise his right of 
voting at' 40^. drily; do you not think there 
would be a great inducement held out to the 
acquisition orsticb fee simple 40^. freeholds ?^- 
Most certaihTy ; for in this case, the freeholder 
wdfuld b6 independent of any person. 

Do ^ou not conceive, that the possessioa of 
those 46^. freeholds^in fee simple^ would pledge 
th^ fridiyidnal holding them to an attachment to 
tlie country, to the law, and tp the state, by 
virhich he was protected? — I think, it would. 
* When you referred to freeholds in towns, and« 
stated ^hiatt they were of a different description, 
froni thosie in the country, do you hi>t know4t to- 
l>e the fact, that in many of those cases, the in- 
dividual lays out his own capital in building a 
house upon it? — Yes; generally speaking.^ 

And in those cases^ the expenditure of that 
caj^itaTjt in fact makes him a more indebendent 
person^ than the common 40s. frec^iolder ?j-^ 
Uiidoubtedly. 

i>6 you practically find that the man wfto i&. 
really a 40a\ freeholder, is generally mor(^ at- 
tached to the state, than another individual ?—- 
r think the more property a nian has^the niore 
he is attached to the state. .^ * 

You confine your observation to frelaiid?-^ 
To the part of the country in which I live f the 
northern part of the conn ty of Cork . 

' And tKere your experience is, that a mafe wha. 
I^ssesp^ ^ fee-simple estate to the value <*f^*. 
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a year, has a greater attachment to the .^t^te than 
another iildivicj^ual ? — I cannot say that there^ are 
any fee-simples in my part of the country 9^ 
ni#*,rely 40,9. value ; but there may be an interest 
in a plot of ground, a lease for 500 years luid 
lives concurrent, or lives renewable for ever,' and 
the person builds upon it, and advances. h^i?^ 
pital, the. greater his stak^ in the country, .it is 
natural to suppose that the greater will be,his,at^ 
tachmtnt to the state ; and I thiiik the concjar- 
rent expenditure and labour of a person buUditig 
a small i;ottage and garden, reserves to the lani^* 
lord at a nominal rent, constitute a better and 
more attiached freeholder than the generality pf 
the men nowr qualified by the name of 40^. tree^ 
holders. 

Then your observation is founded upon this, 
that the actual bofid fide possession of property, 
however small^ is calculated to give the pro- 
prietor an interest in the state, and in the wel- 
fare of the, country? — It is; and if it wei^ so 
arranged in Irt^land that lands were let for a.fair 
value, and the tenantry generally were tQji^ay 
their rents to theiday, (of course making altaw«> 
ances for; those contingencies that occur every 
year,) you. may depend upon it that -we would 
have very fpw disturbances in Ireland. In fact, 
1 take al}. those who have their rents paid up to 
the day, tQ^be as strictly loyal as any men in the 
country. 

You pay there are a great many freeholders, 
that deceive theniselves into a belief th^t thieir 
freehold is worth 4av. merely because they would 
npt tak^ that sum to be turned out of it ; do you 
think they would not be so Ij^bleto fall into, that 
error if the qualification- was higher? — I aoj-^eiv 
tain they would not ; because, in cases wh^re 
AOs. would not be- an object compared with be- 
iitg turned at large upon the world, 7^* or 1^^* 
^rtainly would be. 
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Y^u were, asked some questions, with resjpect 
to what would be the feelings of the 40^. free- 
holders on an alteration such as has been pro- 
posed in the. law; are not all the 40^. freeholdera 
perfectly aware, that it is not in their power to 
vote fort a Roman Catholic representative ?-^ 
tes, / 

Do not you then think, that the removal of 
the disfibilities, so that a Roman Catholic repre- 
sentative might be returned, would be in their 
eyes so great and paramount a beneQt, that they 
would willingly sacrifice the right of voting, 
thprnselves, /or the purpose of seeing it carried 
into effect? — I certainly think they would not 
consider it to be a paramount advantage to re-; 
turn a Catholic representative, if they considered 
the franchise an advantage. I know Protestants 
as popular as Catholics at elections in our part 
of the country ; I know an instance in the case^ 
(of Mr. RobertSi a Protestant gentleman^ and Af r. 
^urke^ a Catholic gentleman, who were candU 
dates for the situation of commissioner under thq^ 
Tithe .Composition Act; and Mr. Roberts, the 
Protestant, was elected in preference to Mr, 
Burke, the Catholic 

Were the majority of the electors Protestant 
or Catholics ?—r-They were certainly Catholic, 

That might be the case in a question between 
two individuals ; but the question is of a general 
nature, whetlier the lower class of the j^oman 
Catholic body in general would nqt think the 
removal of the disabilities, so as to allow a Ilo? 
man Catholic to sit in Parliament, to be so great 
a benefit to their class^ and to persons of theie 
religion, that they would be very willing to p^yj 
tjt^e price for it, of sacrificing the right of voting 
oV 40^. freehold^ ?-r-I do not think they would 
for the mere advantage of sending a Catholic tq 
Par^iafnent, if the question has reference to % 
lutur^ acrapgement, I think^ if there yy^^ H 



fiiial' settlement with regard to those questions 
that agitate the country, that th^ Catholic free- 
holder would be as ready to vote for a Protes- 
tant ks for a Catholic, generally speaking. 

The question is put upon this siipposition, 
that the 'passing of the question of CathoJiQ 
emancipation depended in a great nieasure upon 
the carrying of this subsidiary inetisure ; would 
they not think the carrying the question of 
Catholic emancipation so much a greater con- 
sideration, that they would willingly sacriBcis 
whatever advantage they might conceive to be- 
long to themselveis as 40^. freeholders ?— I be- 
lieve they would ; in fact, as tar as it is proper^ 
to say that they hold an opirtion upon the sub- 
ject, they would prefer the carrying of 'Catholic 
emancipation to having the eltectiVe franchise, I 
consider, if it was put in thik way in the dif- 
ferent parishes to the 4(Xy, freeholders. Which 
would you prefer— retaining the elective fraur 
chise, as you are situated,' or to give up the 
elective franchise, and have Catholic emanci.^' 
patioh„ i. e. be dn a level with yoUr Protestant 
neighbours ? I am satisfied the 40^. freeholders 
would almost to a man say, W6 would prefer 
having Catholic emancipation. 

Do you conceive, in the event alluded to, of 
carrying the Catholic question, that they con- 
sider the advantage to be either the power of 
voting for a Catholic Mernber, or the admission 
to Office of Cathofics, so much as the removal of 
the stigma upon their religion ?- — I consider they 
think the removal of the stigma a greater objert 
than the returning a Catholic to Parliaiii^nt, cir 
the appointment of a Catholic to Office. 

Then from your ex^perience of the daSe of 
Mr. Roberts, iatid from your general know^fedg6 
of the feelings of the country, you consider that 
if the Catholic disabilities 'wefe^ rembved, the 
question upbn any election would be* rathct of 
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the ^ligibity of the candidate, than of -the faith 
which he held 9 — I certainly think that it 
vvoyld. 

You alludii^d to a control exercised by land- 
lords over their tenants, what is the particular 
species of control exercised in your neigh-^ 
bourhood ; by enforcing the payment of arrears 
of rent, or by withholding turf?— r-No; 1 do 
not refer to my immediate neighbourhood ; 
generally, throughout the country, the enforce- 
ment of rent, the non-renewal of the lease, and 
refusing to give certain terms ; and the feeling a 
tenant has, that the landlord is against him .and 
displeased with him. 

Do not you imagine that supposing a question 
was to arise, as to the validity of votes given at 
an election, as to whether they vvere really 
entitled to vote or not, it would be veiy diffi- 
cult, in many cases, to ascertain, with respect to 
the 40^, freeholders, whether they were really 
good votes or not? — i do not know whether the 
question can arise as to the validity, when the 
instrument is proved to be a bond fide in- 
strument, under which the individual h(^lds, and 
when the oath of the individual is given as to 
the value. 

' Supposing any such question was started, 
would not such question be much more easily 
decided if the qualification was one of ^L or 
10/. ? — Certainly it would; the notoriety of the 
thing would directly establish it; because at 
present, when a 50/. freeholder is registered, 
that registry suffices till the death of the indi- 
vidual, or the determination of the demise ; and 
I believe the reason for making the distinction 
• was, that in the case of a 50/. freeholder, the 
notoriety was considered a sufficient check ; with 
respect to the 40^. freehold, there are more 
guards put upon it ; and I conceive that the 1h 
' |r€$holderj would^ from the nurpber l?eing r€-» 
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^uced) be more notorious, and .known to th©^ 
public, a thing that prevents any kind of frajud. j 

The Rev. Thomas Costello ejcamined. — 18/A of 
April 1825. 

You mentioned that the middlemen genc»rally 
gave a life in the lease, have they any particular 
object in giving that life ? — A wish to mak<$ 
freeholders. 

Do you think they are induced to divide Uie 
land for the purpose of making those freer 
holders ?— In some instances I am sure they do; 
but with regard to middlemen generally, as far 
as my observation has gone, I think they do so, 
more from the profit that is to accrue to them 
than any thing else. 

Do you conceive that the lowest description 
of freeholders value the right of voting mucli ? 
They have set some value upon it; it draws, 
they conceive, the. attention of the important 
people of the country to them, when they want 
their aid ; application has been made to myself 
by tradesmen, who renting three or four acres, 
possessed thereby freehold, requesting that^X 
would apply to persons engaged, for instance, 
in erecting a bridge in Limerick, and other pub- 
Jic works, to get them employment ; and they 
have desired me to put forward th^t they arc 
freeholders, and hence I conceive, that they at-^ 
taeh some importance to it. 

Has it ever occurred to you that they hav^ 
had difficulties about swearing to a freehold ?-— 
Yes, it has repeatedly 1 am sure, that in many 
instances they have been driven to the registry 
by. a threat of distress and distraining. 

They have been obliged to perjure themselves f 
• — I may say so. 

' Have the people ever complained to you of 
that sort of conduct P-^They have ; in one in» 
stance J: found it so gross, that it became ray 
duty to speak to the people about it, and to r^^ 
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fuse them* the rites of the church until the 
1^86 was brought to me to rescind the registry. 

It was sapalpable that they had not, in point qf 
fict, the interest to which they swore? — Exactly. 

Do they ever manage to register witliout pro- 
ducmg a lease according to tlie provisions of the 
Act of Parliament?— In the case to which I 
alluded, they had no lease or freehold whatever, 
but there was an old lease produced, and it wa4 
80 managed, that the people swore they hs^d free* 
holds, though they had no lease whatever. 

They swore they had a lease? — Yes. 

And they were induced to do that through the 
influence of threats ?^ — Yes. 

Were those persons deriving immediately froni 
the head landlords, or were they under-tenants ? 
r^They were under-rtcnants. 

Does not the 40^. qualification vest the fran-. 
phise, generally speaking, in a class of persons 
in Ireland utterly incapable of exercising it with 
ftny independence? — In my immediate neigh- 
bourhood the freeholders are more at liberty, t 
presume, than in other quarters ; Lord Cion- 
curry is the landlord in my immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and his instructions to t|ie freeholders 
oh his estate have been, uniformly, while I have 
been ih the country, to vbte at the election for 
^he person thdy think best qualified to be their 
representive, therefore they have a liberty of 
phoice, which perhaps they do not enjoy in other 
^uiarters. 

Is not that conduct very peculiar on the pari 
pf Lord Cloncurry, and very seldom adopted by^ 
other landlords ? — I think so. 

Do you know whether the freeholders on Lord 
Obncurry'sf slate are registered at their own ex- 

r^nse, or at the expense of Lord Cloncurry?-— 
shbuld think they are never registered at Lord 
0loncurry*a expense. Those who are indepen- 
^eiitVtlie'cBr^fct t^ffltiants rfLord Cloncurry, I be^ 
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Hew, register always thejr own freeholds ; I am 
not fully corapctent to answer, but that is my 
9.pinipn, and the middleinan on his estate, I be- 
lieve, procures the resgistry of his under-tenants,. 

Does that liberty, which Lord Cloncurry gives 
to his tenants, extend to his under-tenants, or 
only to his immediate tenants? — I have hearil 
that the middleman expects the under-tenantf 
vyill vote which ever way his own interest wiU 
lead him to. 

Then this liberty, which Lord Cloncurry giyea 
to his tenantry, only extends to the small num^ 
ber of his immediate tenants? — The number ot 
his immediate tenants is by no means small ;^ 
theyvare by far the greater number, for he sets 
in very smallportions on that estate. 

Will it be a public advantage, in your opinionj 
to raise the quali6catlon from 40a'. to 10/.?^ — 
There is much to be said for and against it. I 
think that the poor people will have a greater 
difficulty in procuring a cottage and garden, if it 
is raised to 10/. than they have at present; at 
the same time, I know that as it is, it is,a great 
source of perjury and immorality. 

Would that principle! of prpfit, which now ini^ 
duces the middlemen tp let small portions o^ 
land^ still continue to induce them to accom^io'* 
date the lower description of people in that way J 
— -So far as regards the middlemen, I thi^ik it 
Willi but in general about the, country, 1 think 
that the proprietors will not be so inclined tf> 
give the very poor cottager, liis little house antj? 
gSirden, as he would on the present system* 

Would the person who swears nnder a falfd 
impression that he has. 4Qs. a year, be mih 
nearly the same ease. induced to,swe3r that bc^ 
has 6/. a year?— -If he swears at present that h^ 
ha$i 406% a year, though conscious that he hair 
Bot, l-am copfide^t that he will swear ^hai be 
hasnSA suyear, ... , . , 
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Would the raising the qualification from 40x. 
to 10/. diminish greatly the number that would 
be exposed to the temptation to commit perjury? 
-^Indubitably. 

Do not you apprehend^ that a: man who started 
in life, by swearing himself possessed ot a 40*. 
freehold, of which freehold he has not in fact' 
possessed, will ever afterwards have a very diVni* 
nished reverence for an oath P — Indidbitably 
he will. . . 

• Is not it the custom in some parts: of Ireland 
to take a tract of mountain, in order to make 
freeholders ? — It has not come under my obier- 
sation. 

, Have you ever heard that it is the case ?^-^l 
should think it is ; a great deal is done through 
the country, for electioneering purposes. .~ . 

^. S. JRoi'hfort^ Esq. eocamined.^ 22d ^prU 

1825. •. 

What is the opinion of the Protestants of your 
neighbourhood upon the subject ? — I think ihey 
wjere all very hostile to it, upon a general appre- 
hension, that the Catholics would abuse .the 
power if granted to them ; but I think they 
are coming round ; and many of those who were 
very hostile before, have lately told me, they 
fhought the country could not go on in tranquiU 
hty without it, 

Have you an opportunity of knowing their 
opinions, with regard to the measures now be- 
fore the House of Commons, particularly those 
measures relating to the qualification of free^ 
holders and a provision for the clergy, as c6n- 
nected with the general question of Catholic 
emancipation ?---There was a public meeting, 
of both Roman Catholics and Protestants held 
in Carlow very lately^ of which I received an 
account in a paper yesterday. With respect 
to the clergy ;, theii^ resolution was to leave any 
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provision for them entirely to the ^iscrttioti oS 
the Cathohc clergy themselves ; with respect to 
the 4ifrF^^ch^*^r^^^^9 o^ vi^hat is called the raising 
of the qualification of the 40», freeholders, 1 
tbink' k: produced no impression : the upper 
ujl|||sasbf Protestaiits are decidedly favourable to 

th^nii ' 

. I$» it a county in which a great many free- 
^ol^tars havQ been registered 9 — Yes ; there have 
been a good many ; not so many lately ; there 
being no contest^ the gentlemen have stopped 
regittering. 

>. Have you had an opportunity of seeing a good 
deal of the business ot registering? — I have. 
. V^hat is your opinion of it with regard to it» 
effects upon the morals of the people, and upon 
the constitutional rights of the subject ? — I think 
a great number of the freeholders that register, 
^re solely directed by their landlords ; they cer- 
tainly may have 40^. a year, it is so very easy 
to have that ; an.d therefore I think there is, not 
so much jjerjury as I have hejird imputed to ilt ;. 
but' they are quite the ^pvants of the landlord,. 
to vote exactly as he pleases- 

Were not many parts of that mountainous 
district you have mentioned, converted ir\to the 
means of creating large bodies of freeholders in 
the Queen's County? — I do not believe it was* 
intentionally done to make freeholders ; but the 
tenants being there, the landlords made. then* 
register, ^ 

' i^Vhere any large body of freeholders created 
in that way, by persons of very moderate: cir- 
cumstances ? — Yes ; i think there were. . 

^ Wh^t is your opinion of the merits of the 
ca^^ of the plan ot raising the qualification P-— 
I^thirfk it wouW be decidedly advantageous to* 
tjft? feduntry ; inasmuch as it would induce every 
jjfcNofiVwM^bhig for county influence,, to get rid 
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^ the Idvrer dasa of -fredioMersi a^cl l^ get a 
better class in their place. ' '"-"- / - 

Would it increase or dfminlsti the- inniieneier 
of the aristocfai^ in the counties of JrelaAft^-^ 
I should think that raisiii^ the q.«alificfttfOtr' 
would, in a small degree, dinrrni^bit^ ariif'ttjr- 
r^ason is this, that Ithink the Catholic tradfe'ri 
in the country towns have increased "mfbre than 
the Protestants, and that many VflF them ^have g6t 
freeholds ; and therefore, their influence Hvomrf; 
be §et up in proportion as you duninish the 40*^? 
freeholders upon the estates of the arfstocracyv ' 
* Then, in your opinion, it \yo»ld increase^tJif 
indej>endence of the Irish county electiofw^Pr^ 
Certuinly it would; but it would' reduce "the 
weight of the great aristocracy. / - ' 

' Do yotr not consider that a very Consideral^te 
influence is now possessed through the rnedii^ 
of the 40^. freeholders, by persons of that de- 
scrij>tion which cannot be considered the aris- 
tocracy of the country, but a description of 
xniddle proprietors, of very modei*ate means^ ' 
who, for particular local' purposes^ created this 
arti6cial strength, and by that means diminishLeil 
the weight and consequence of the reial aris- 
tocracy of the country, the men that have the' 
largest properties ? — -Yes ; I have known theni'* 
bring their voters to market. 

In what way ? — ^They apply to the candidate 
for loans of money which were never intended 
to be repaid, or for places under government. 
. Has that been carried on to any extensive 
dl^gree P — Indeed, I believe more or less in 
every county. 

is nbt this a system that arises very much out 
of the facility with which those freeholds are' 
created ? — Certainly. 

Would it be possible for persons in the situ- 
siftion you have described^ to register a sufficients^ 
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number of freeholders to make it worth the can^- 
didate^s while to purchase their intere^jt, suppo- 
sing the quali&cation was raised to. lOLo — I 
do not know exactly how that would operate ; 
they always complain ,that they have made a 
sacrifice of whatever they say they give the 
freeholders to entitle them to vote ; and that is 
the claim they make upon the candidate, if a 
man has made fifty vote?, he says, I have saeri<> 
ficed 100/. a year, to serve your interest. 

If the qualification was raised to 10/. in pro-* 
portion to the smallness of the fortunes of those 
gentlemen who dispose of votes in ihat way, 
would not their means of creating freeholders 
be very considerably diminished ?— *In case they 
chose to follow that system, they must have 
fewer of them at lo/. ; but tlie whole number 
being reduced, by the qualification being raised 
to 10/. I cannot say whether they would hold 
the same propprtion or not. 

Then would not the influence of large pro- 
perties come in, and overbear that sort of very 
small interest ?— I should conceiye they would 
bear the same proportion. , 

The Committee understood you .to say, that 
in towns the Catholic freeholders are freeholders 
in fee ?— Not in fee, but they take freehold 
leases ; and every gentleman is glad to get so 
good a tenant as a respectable Catholic trader in 
a town. 

Would not their freeholds generally be ca- 

fable of being registered as 10/. freeholds ? — 
dare say most of them would. ^ 

Then, would not raising the qualification t6 
10/. increase the relative influence of those te*^ 
nants in the towns? — I think it would rather 
increase them, because as every person in atown^ 
such as I have been describing, possesses means 
of improving his farm^ jmd making ijt of double 
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.yulucs he can easily make himself a M>/. free- 
iiolder, upon the same quantity of land. upon 
which another rtian is a 40s. freeholder; but 'a 
gentleman possessing 5 or 10,000 acres, could 
Tiot do that upon the whole of his estate. 
. Are not many of those town freeholders, per- 
sons that have their houses upon long leases? — '- 
Some of them are. 

.. It is much more common in a town to grantra 
lease for ever? — Yes ; or at least building leases. 
. Do not you think that the effect of the '40^. 
freehold system is to produce much poverty in the 
.country ?— I do. 

Do you anticipate any considerable improve- 
ment in the appearance' of the country, oi*^ the 
situation of the people, as long as this system is 
•allowed to continue? — I should think the im- 
provement of the country would be much greater, 
jf the qualification was raised from 40^. .to lo/. 
because then you would have quite a superior 
description of tenants. 

• The effect would be to give the tenants posses* 
sions of 10/. a yeai instead of 40^. a year? — Cer- 
tainly. 

^ With respect to freeholders in towns, are there 
not a great number of the lowest order of 40s\ 
freeholders that dwell in towns? — Yes, there are 
some of that description ; I was mentioning, 
that a person having got some ground near a 
town, builds a number of cabins, and he brings 
them to market to the candidate. 

Docs not the evil, as to 40^. freeholds, prevail 
nearly as much in towns as in counties? — Wherp 
the. towns Vote for the county; where they arc 
not counties of towns. 

In fact may not those freeholds, from their 
vicinity to a town, be regarded as bondfidt free- 
holds? — 1 should think not ; I have been allud* 
ing to the person holding the land^ he may have 
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t^d ot three acres of land, arid ^e may build 
perhaps, twenty houses upon them, and he may 
set a house aiyd a small garden to each man^ and 
induce him to swear to 40J. a year profit but of it, 
and then that man is his tenant and h^ di^s^s 
of him ; but if any person came with a larger suito 
of money, he vTould carry them all from the 
landlordi because the landlord has no real influ- 
ence over them. 

Do not they endeavour to obtain an indueocB, 
by putting an old life into the lease?— ^They do 
certainly endeavouri by various m^ans, to -ke^ 
the tenants as much in their power as they catV; 

And sometimes by giving the land connected 
with the house only as upoii a tenantry at' wiH, 
while the house is let on freehold ?-^Thatdo*a 
not apply to towns ; there is no land belongk^ 
to thism^ but they often retain the leaaeiil i&eir 
own hands. .' . :ov 

Is not an influence acquired over those tenants^ 
by withholding fuel in some cases ?-^ dai^ say 
that operates upon the. large estates^ but heft cmi 
those small ones. .-^ 

Did you ever hear a man in Ireland speak upqa 
the subject,- who was not favour-able to on- in- 
creased qualification for the exercise of the fraq.* 
Chise? — Never, ', 

When those people are registered^ are the ex- 
penses of the registry of their freeholds usualty 
paid by themselves, or by the landlords who create 
them ?- — By the landlords who keep the certifi- 
cates of the registries. 
' .The landlord gets the certificate ?— Yes. . 

And they are usually taken to be registered by . 
th«[ agent of the landlord ? — Exactly so. 

Do you think that the low description of free- 
holders, that would lose the right of voting, by 
rfiising the qualification, would feel that any in-j 
jury WU8 done to them by the change ?*— Not the 
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smallest ; I have seen them come in to vote, not 
knowing the name of the candidate they were to 
vote for. 

What i% the expence of registry ?— From 1^. 
to 2^. 6fif.. unless you give the n>an his dinner, or 
some refreshment,, when he comes into the town. 

A shilling is the legal fee ? — Yes, , 

How often is the act of registry gone through f 
~-Eveiy seven years. 

Many. of the freeholders in Ireland, would not 
incur that. expense on their own account?^— I 
believe |K>t» 

They would not give three-halfpence a year for 
. the exercise of the franchise ? — Not unless in the 
to^hs ; but in the towns Ihey have not that at- 
tachment to their landlords that they have in the 
' country ; and in the towns they would sell their 
votes. 

Jt is presumed they wouW equafly incJulge ini 
iihait pfaetiee, if the qualification is raised to To/, 
—f -think they would be a more respectable class 
of people^ and therefore not so Kkely to sell their 
vote9» 

How would you propose to guard against the 
fhtuddf a man swearing to a lo/. freehold, who is 
not possessed of one to that extent? — I do not 
know how it could be done^ but it would be much 
easier of detection, easier to prove that a man had 
]bot io/. than that he bad not 40^. ; ia short,, for 
aiiy cabin, however miserable, you may get 40^.. 
a year. 

You are.aware that a man does not swear, that 
the cabip he is in, is worth 40$, but he swear^l 
th^it is worth 40<sr. to him,-ov<^r and above all 
charges?-— In some cases it may be so; bat i 
have beard a man hesitate about legistering, and 
tell the agent, or the landlord that brought him» 
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that he niust allow him 40s. or he could not do 
it ; and I hare heard the landlord say, I will give 
you 40j. tor your interest now ; will you register 
now, or give me up the farm, and then the man 
has registered immediately. 

Do not you think the same practice might 
prevail with 10/. freeholds? — I think not so 
much;- because the 10/. would be so much more 
easily discovered ; it would be too notorious to 
register as worth lO/. what was only worth 40^. 

Do not you suppose, that a freeholder in. re- 
gistering his freehold, takes inco his calculation 
extrinsic circumstances, which make that patli- 
ciilar treeJmUl valuable to him ? — I believe it liis 
been done in some cases, but not generally., 

^ In those cases, raising the qualification would 
produce little amendment ? — Certainly, 

From your acquaintance with the value of 
land, taking the land of ordinary quality if let 
at a fair ana reasonable rate of rent, how many 
acres do you conceive a man ought to have, 
living on the land itself, to enable him to swear 
to a 10/. freehold ? — £ think he might do it <Hit 
of ten acres. 

Then if that was the case, would not there, be 
a leading mark of distinction, by which the fact 
might be easily judged of, whether or not a man 
attempted to commit perjury or not upon regis- 
tering his vote f — I think so ; I think it is muclt 
more easily discoverable when a man has to re- 
gister for a lartre sum, than a small one. 

Do you conceive that it would be easy to ar<* 
range any plan to prove the value of freeholds, ex- 
cept that of an oath ? — I should think it might; 
but I have not turnrd my attention to it, to con- 
sider what plan would answer.' . . 

Under the present system, th^oath is theonlj; 
criterion and evidence ^t the fact of the value? 

&3 
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—It is the only one ; and I belieye you have ha 
ppwer of putiishing the freeholder, in case he 
should have perjured himself. 

. If this law ts^kes place, will not almost all 
the respectable persons who at present are. 405^, 
fteeholders, and who have fit qualifications in 
respect of intelligence and circumstances to 
ej^ercise the franchise, be able to register a 10/, 
freehold ?-«-A great number of them would* 

Is not the subdivision of land complained of^ 
as one of the greatest misfortunes in Ireland ?— ^ 
I think It is. 

. Do you think there will be an end of it as 
long as this system prevails ? — It is a great en- 
couragement to it I think. 

; Does the subdivision of land prevail equally 
upon estates which cannot be made into free- 
holds, for instance, church lands f-^ — I think it 
doeSj whether equally or not I cannot say, but it 
does to a great extent ; it prevails upon church 
lands, for one reason independent of others, upon 
ray mind, which is, that the interest upon church 
lands being not so good as it is upon other estates, 
the tenant is unwilling to expend so much capital 
on it, and therefore he is more disposed to take 
in small tenants, who promise him more rent 
pefhaps than he would be able to make on it 
without his expending money on it, 

That is, iiP the same individual held church 
land upon the ordinary lease, and other land 
upon the customary lea^e, he would prefer farm- 
ing the land that was not church land with his 
, capital, and sub-letting the church land? — That 
is my opinion, for the reason I have given ; there 
is a reciprocal feeling between the landlord and 
the tenant, which does ngt exist in the case of 
church lands ; whei^e the incanibent may be 
Hable to be removed from the propferty at any 
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tiAie, he may not return again to djcal with the 
tenant, and therefore there is no common feeling 
between them. 

You have been over a good deal of Ireland ; 
have you ever bt*ard it remarked^ that the church 
lands, generally speaking, through Ireland, may 
be distinguished from the others by the wretched 
and impoverished state of the land, and the bad 
system of tillage that prevails universally among 
tnem^-T-I think that is geqcrally the case. 

Po not ypu think the overflowing population 
caused by the 40s. system will find its way oi| 
the church property ?t-1 have stated the church 
property was equally inhabited, but for different 
reasons, not fur the sake of making 40^. freer 
holders, but because the tenants are not so much 
disposed to expend their capitals when the next 
year the renewal fine may be raised on them in 
consequence of the improvements they had just 
made upon the land, they therefore underlet. 

The 40s\ freeholder swears that he resides on 
the land ; do you think that residing on the land 
should be. a qualification for the 10/. freeholder) 
f— I do not think he swears that he resides on the 
land, he swears that he occupies by residing or 
by tilling or grazing. 

Does not the possession of a freehold lease 
give a man his vote unless he resides upon it, or 
occupies it himself? — Not for forty shillings. 

Are you aware of another class of freeholders 
who vote for small portions of land for which they 
pay no rent ?— r-I ani. 

What class of persons generally vote on that 
score ?-r-There are some who hold in fee under 
ttbo^e circumstances ; in the county of Wexford 
particularly (I speak of the mountain* of Forth) 
there are lands there that have been hetd by / 

usurpation from the Crown for upwards of sixty 
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j'taVs, and they have how Jjecome holders in fee* 
oftbatlahd. 

Are they the proprietors? — I conceive they 
are by holding over from the Crown. 

Are you aware, that persoiis who have en- 
croached upon comoions, consider themselves 
entitled to vote under the clause that was introf- 
duced into the late Election Act ?— The moun- 
tain of Forth is an instance of it, it was comaiprit 
and they settled on it ; they were left so long in 
possession that the Nullum Tempus , Act e^B-» 
firmed their possession. 

^ Are you aware that there has recently been in 
ifclancf a great increase of persons who claimed 
to vote on this ground ?— I cannot exactly an^^ 
swer as to that. . 

Are you ^ware what class of persons generally 
vote on this ground?— They were originally, I 
believe, idle fellows ; but having the property so 
Ipng ia Ihcir possession, their childrea have 
hcQome industrious. 

Are they more pr less respectable than the 
generality of forty-shilling freeholders ? — Those 
who have held long enough to becojme freehold^ 
efs, and wlio * have a right- to tH^ land are more 
respectable ; but, . in general, as to the persons 
recently settled upon commons^ they are the 
greatest ruffians in the country. 

Are thos^ tenures in fee simple, by poor peo-s- 
pie, very common in Ireland ? — No j 1 think not 
very cominon. 

Ill the counties you are acquainted with^ hpw 
-many are there ?-T-Not any in the country im-^ 
xpediately round where I live ; I do not know any 
particular instance I can name, except what is 
called the Mountain of Forth, in the countv of 
'Vexford j but I make no doubt there are many 
thers. 
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You blkTin^ had cd^isiderable ^xpeirience^ ia 
elections wtthin the couinty of C^i-low, from your 
own observation^ what would you say as to the 
value set upon the elective franchise, by the forty- 
shilling freeholders themselves ?-^The common 
class of forty- shilling ireeliolders I do not think 
set any value on it. 

Have you ever known ]9^rieits to recommend 

E articular candidates from the altar ?-*J[ do not 
now it of my own knowledge; I think it very 
probable they have ; they are in the habit of 
taking notice of every thing from the altar. 

Do you believe that there is such a bKnd obedi- 
ence paid to the priest, that if he was to advise 
them to vote at an election against a known sup- 
porter of the Roman Catholic claims, they woulc^ 
obey him } — ^1 think not. 

Dp you consider, that the present state of the 
lavi^s, as regards Catholic and Protestant, add^ to 
the influence of the priests on elections ? — Un- 
questionably it is what gives them their greatest 
power. 

Then in the event of alteration of the laws, 
placing the Catholic population upon an equal 
footing, do you not think that the priests would 
Ipse that political power you have just been des- 
cribing ?- — Certainly, in a great degree. 

Do you think he would lose it entirely, or only 
that it would be somewhat diminished? — In the 
relative situation of the priest to the Roman 
Catholic peasantry, he never could entirely lose 
his influence ; but I do not think he would b^ 
inclined to use it so much as he is now, and that 
he would not have the same weight as he has 
now : in such a case it can be only a questipn ot 
degree. ^ ^ 

Would it not be greatly diminished ? — :Gerr 
tainly. ^ , 
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A. L Kelly, Esq, examined.>^rd Mayy 182^. 

Is not an increased qualification for the exercise 
of the elective franchise, also regarded as one of 
the securities, which the I^rotestants to whom you 
have alluded would have accompany. Catholic 
Emancipation? — I cannot say that 1 ever heard 
that assigned as one cause, but I have invariably 
heard an increase of the qualification assigned as 
a means to promote the prosperity of the country. 

Have you ever heard the manner stated, in which 
theJalteration of the qualification was to promote 
the prosperity of the country? — By preve&tiii^ 
.that subdivision which has led to the poverty, that 
I have already stated. 

Do you conceive the subdivision of land, io 
Armagh to have arisen from the elective fraiiohifie 
being 40^.? — I think it has promoted it -Vi^ry 
much. 

Are those parts of the County of Armagh which 
are bishops land, more peopled or less peopled 
than the other parts of the country? — Inhere is 
less inducement to subdivide those grounds on 
see property ; and where the immediate tenant of 
the see lets to his own direct undertenants, I con- 
sider there is less subdivision ; but'where a grant 
has been made from the immediate tenant of the 
see to a better description of farmer, with a totie$ 
quoties clause of renewal, I thinlc in such cases 
that farmer has subdivided the ground very nnich, 
and possibly the population may be as thick and 
as great as on freehold property. 

Have you not known many instances of the sub* 
division of land for the purpose of creating voters 
in the county of Armagh ? — ^Numerous; at ibis 
moment, in the neighbourhood of Newry, there is 
property for sale . I think it consists of 1 50 acres, 
and there are thirty freeholders upon it ; and those 
thirty freeholders are enumerated as one of tlie 
causes which add to the value of the property. 

Is it enumerated in the advertisement? — ^o. 
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Is it the usual Course in making forty shilling 
freeholders, to take persons that are actually on 
the land,, and to give them a tenure which shall 
make them freeholders, or to introduce new per- 
sons for the purpose of making" freeholders 1— 
Both cases occur. ' - - 

Which is the 'most freqlieut? — To take the 
persons resident upon the ground. 

Have you heard of any instance in a county 
adjoining the county -of Armagh, wherethere has 
been a considerable subdivision of land for the 
purpose of creating voters? — I have, in the county 
of Moqaghan. 

Are you aware that the fact has taken place 
there 1-rA only know it by having conyersecj with 
perjsons who reside in the neighbourhood,, who 
told noe, that such a thing had taken place. 

!Has it taken place to a considerable extent 1— 
It has; but was checked under the impression 
that the forty shilling freeholds would be abolished. 

Is that a. late occurrence? — ^Very late^ I under- 
stand. 

In that case were the persons msule into free- 
holders, already resident on the land? — I cannot 
say. 

Did you receive your authority from persons . 
to whom you attach credit? — I had nay informa- 
tion from persons who reside in the neighbour- 
hood, and whom I considered to be persons of 
credit. 

Have you any obiection to state the substance 
' of that information r— I should not like to go fui*- 
ther than I have already stated. 

Speaking generally of bishops lands^ you consi- 
der them generally to be less subdivided than 
those of the land owners in general? — In the cases 
that I have alluded to, where the immediate 
tenant under the see hoM^ the ground himself, 
knd lets to the undertenants; but when, as 
I before mentioned, he holds with a toties- 
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qtioties clause, I do think in such cases the 
grounds are as much subdivided as freehold 
property. 

'Which of those two tenures is the most common 
upon the bishops lands that you are acquainted 
with? — Holding from the direct tenant of the see 
is the most common ; the toties quoties lands are 
not by any means common. 

You are speaking rf the county of Armagh ? — 
Yes. 

Then in the county with which you are ac- 
quainted, are the bishops lands as much subdi- 
vided as the others ?-^No; the contrary. 

Are the Committee to understand, that as far 
as you are acquainted with the bishops lands in 
the county of Armagh, they are considerably 
less subdivided than ttiose of other landlords? — 
I consider them so, except in the cases I have 
'alluded to. 

You attribute the less subdivision on church 
property, to the fact, that there is no power of 
making freeholders on them? — I do. 

Do you consider that the subdivision of land, 
arisies most from a desire to possess a freehold 
interest in the county, or from granting those leases 
toties quoties? — I consider it arises more from the 
desire to possess freehold. 

Do you think, that the custom of making those 
small divisions in the bishops lands, wjb^ they 
are held under toties quoties y ma<y Jadt be in- 
creased by the circumstance of that being the 
general mode of subdividing land? — It may be so. 

May it not be occasioned in some degree, by 
the uncertainty of the tenure? — A property held 
toties quoties, seems to me to be as permanent as 
any omer. 

Do you think, that the forty shilling freeholders 
with whom you are acquainted, set much value 
upon their franchise? — I am perfectly satisfied 
they do not; I have found the greatest dif- 
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ficulty occasionally to induce them to register their 
freehold. 

What is the expense of registry 1 — ^It is a shil- 
ling I think, to the Clerk of the peace, on the 
registry, that is all the expense ; and generally 
some little refreshment to the freeholder himself 

Do the freeholders defray this expense them- 
selves ? — ^Never, within ray knowledge. 

Do you think, generally speaking, they would 
incur the expense? — I do not think they would ; 
at least on many occasions, I have been told by 
freeholders, I shall register if it is a compliment 
to you or the landlord, but not otherwise. 

What do you think this indifference to the 
franchise proceeds from? — In many cases, the 
freeholder himself has assigned, as the cause, that 
he did not wish to have the trouble of attending 
elections, taking him from his usual habits of 
industry ; in other cases perhaps, it might pro- 
ceed from the person not feeling a perfect convic- 
tion, that he is warranted in registering his free- 
hold, that it produces to him in effect, the sum he 
is obliged to swear to ; this might be the motive, 
but I never questioned them. 

Do they exercise any freedom of choice ?— I do 
not think they do. 

Do not you think, that probably may contribute 
to their indifference 1 — I think that is as strong a 
motive as any, and ought to have been stated by 
me, among the other reasons for their indiffer- 
ence. 

Is it the habit of candidates in Ireland, to fur- 
nish refreshment to the persons that vote for 
them? — They generally have done so. 
' Are there any holders of fee simple to the 
amount of forty shillings who vote?— A solitary 
instance or two may occur, but they are very few. 

Do you. think, if the elective franchise upon 
leasehold property for leases of lives was to be 
raised, that that would encourage the growtfi of 

L 2 
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forty shilling fee simple freeholds? — It might 
lead to it ; but there are very few landed proprietors 
that wish to grant land ip. perpetuity. 

Would it or not, in your opinion, aff6rda temp- 
tation to a person who wished to have a freehold 
interest on his estate, to grant the land in per- 
petuity in that way, provided the present qiodo. of 
doing it were abolished? — ^ft might have that 
effect. 

Did you ever meet a reflective person, who did 
not advocate the necessity of an increased qualifi- 
cation for the exercise of the elective franchise? — I 
never did ; all concur in the same sentiment, that 
ati increase is absolutely necessary. 

How do you think an increased qualificatiort 
would operate? — I think it woidd operate to the 
freedom of election ; because, in the present state 
of things, one or two gentlemen determine the 
dection ; but if a ten pound qualification was esta-r 
blished, I think it would produce a description of 
freeholders, that would think for thetnselves. 

Can you tell the Committee, what quantity of 
land the forty shilling freeholders generally hold 
under their leases in Armagh ? — The circumstance 
that I have stated, of the property that is now for 
salenearNewry, will enable the Committee to form 
an opinion ; thirty freeholders upon one hundred 
and fiifty acres of ground ; I should think from 
three to five acres in general. 

What is the value of land by the acre, in the 
neighbourhood in which you live 1 — It varies ac- 
cording to the nature of the ground, from about 
ei^teen shillings up to twenty-five shillings ; 
perhaps more. 

Do not you think, that ^ntlemen would be dis- 
abled by the usual provisions in their family set- 
tlements, from making grants in fee simple, for 
the purpose of creating forty shilling freeholders ? 
—The existing settlements would have that effect ^ 
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but subsequent arrangement might take place, 
which might enable them to do that. 
. Is the Committee to collect from you, that the 
intelligent resident gentry of Ireland are generally 
of opinion^ that an increase of the qualification 
would be a beneficial measure? — I never heard a 
different opinion. 

As to the lower classes of persons who would 
be affected by it, are the Committee to under- 
stand from you, tliat they are generally very indif- 
ferent upon the subject? — 1 consider them very 
indifferent. 

Do you apprehend, that die freehdlders with 
whom you are acquainted, usually perjure them- 
selves in swearing to the value of their freeholds ? 
— Not usually; but I am free to confess, that too 
many do take the oath, who Ae scarcely autho- 
rized to do so. 

You think the majority have a bona fide forty 
shilling interest? — Yes, the majority have a forty 
s^iilling interest, but it arises from their own 
exertions, because, I think, they pay the "value of 
the ground. 

Do not you believe, that a very large majority 
pf them, if confined themselves merely to what 
was made out of the land, by their labour on the 
land itself, above the rent, independently of their 
gains, either by manufactures or labour off the 
land, could not truly swear to a forty shilling quali- 
fication?^ do. 

Do you believe, that calculating the value of 
that property, in the same way as they do at pre- 
sent, those persons might not equally ew^ear to 
having a profit of ten pounds out of the land ? — ^I 
do not think there is any man that would come 
forward to swear, that he was a ten pound free- 
holder, whose situation would not be sufficiently 
known, to lead to detection, in case he forswore 
himself. 
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How would you^ proceed to detect a man, who 
sWore, that five acres of land were to him worth 
ten pounds? — By the knowledge that the adjoin- 
ing people would possess, of the circumstances of 
the man, and the value of the ground. 

You state, that the forty shilling freeholder 
takes into calculation, the amount of his labour, 
as well a& the value of the land 1 — I consider that 
the pounds are let at the full value ; that is, that 
the land is let for perhaps as much as would be 
obtained upon see grounds under the same cir- 
cumstances ; and therefore I think, that it is quite 
impossible, the freeholder can interpret his in- 
terest in any other way than that the forty shilling 
profit which he makes^ arises out of his own per- 
sonal exertions. 

Might he not then swear to having made a ten 
pound profit out of his personal exertions ? — He 
might; but I think it would be very easily dis-> 
covered, if the land was not worth the money. 

Do you think there is any difficulty in a man 
making ten pounds out of his personal exertions? 
— ^I do consider that a forty shilling freeholder 
would find it impossible to make ten pounds out 
of his land. 

Taking in his extrinsic means of employment? 
—Even doing so. 

What do you suppose a man can make by his 
labour, in me course of a year, in the county of 
Armagh ? — I have already stated the wages he 
generally gets, and except in very bad weather, 
there is little time in which he is not employed. 

Upon that calculation, he makes between 
eighteen and nineteen pounds a year ? — I should 
thmk so. 

Do you think, as he makes out that annual 
profit upon a calculation of the value of his farm, 
and the produce of his labour, that he could have 
any hesitation in swearing to a ten pound free- 
hold ? — ^A ten pound freeholder would be a de- 
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scription of person who would not swear to his 
freehold, unless the value of the land, indepen- 
dent of the value of his labour, was equal to the 
amount at which it was registered. 

Your opinion then is, that if the qualification 
were raised to ten pounds, if any forty shilling 
freeholder of the present class ventured to swear 
to such a qualification, his peijury would be so 
notorious and flagrant, that it would deter them 
firom making such an attempt, and that none but 
the most hardened characters would venture to 
attempt it ? — ^That is my opinion. 

You think also, that the falsehood of the oath 
would be more apparent to the mind of the man 
himself, and therefore he would be less likely to 
deceive himself? — ^I think so. 

Do not you apprehend, that the facility of con- 
viction upon the commission of perjury, would be 
so increased, as to deter a man from incurring 
the consequences of it ?*— I should certainly 
think so. 

Could a man, taking that oath, be disallowed 
to vote ? — His vote must be received at the time 
of election. 

When is the oath, to which reference has been 
made, taken ? — ^The oath of registry is taken at 
a quarter sessioni^ generally held for that pur- 
pose ; the oath of the freeholder at the time of 
election. 

If the party's name appears upon the registry, 
is not that sufficient to entitle him to vote, with- 
out any further scrutiny? — ^Notwithstanding that, 
you may put the freeholder's oath to him, if you 
like. 

If there is a difficulty in persuading a man to 
swear to a forty shilling freehold on a farm of two 
or three ax^res, do not you think there would be a 
very increased difficulty in persuading that man 
to swear to ten pounds 1 — I should think very few 
men would be induced to come forward and 
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swear to a ten pound freehold^ tliat did not pos- 
sess it. 

Would not it be quite notorious, whether a 
man, who held on lease from three to five acres, 
could have a ten pound freehold ? — Quite noto- 
rious, I should think. - 

.. Would not that depend upon the rent he paid 
for the land ? — It might, perhaps ; but I do not 
U)ink $L man could well make out of three acres, 
ten pounds out of the land, so as to take the free- 
holder's oath. 

Are such tenements, in point of fact, let by the 
landlords to the holders at forty shillings less than 
they are worth 1 — ^They are not. 

-4 fortiori^ they are, not let at tep pounds less 
than they are worth ?-T-That follows, of course^ 

Do you anticipate any material improvement in 
t)ie appearance of the country, or in the condition 
of the people, as long as this system of creating 
forty shilling freeholds, continues? — I think so 
long as it continues, it inust lead to deterioration 
in the appearance of the country, by caus^ing 
that subdivision of which I have already been 
speaking. 

At present a freeholder can register afler he 
has been in possession one year ? — ^That is the 
law. 

If a freeholder was not entitled either to register 
or to vote until after he had been in possession 
for a term of years, say five or six or seven years, 
which period might in all probability enable him 
by his industry to add as much to the value of it 
as the sum at which it was originally let to him, 
what do you think would be the effect of that ?. — 
If ,a freeholder is enabled by his own exertion to 
render bis hpl^inff jjnder his landlord worth ten 
pounds a year ifl the period thai is spoken of, that 
is for his consideration ; but I cannot myself con- 
ceive that any man can by his own exertion eul- 
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tivate three or lour acres, so as to jproducfe to bim 
tQn pounds a year. 

To produce to him forty shilliogs a yew? — 
Possibly he might. His holding oiight be ren^ 
dered so valuable, that it might become worth 
that sum if it was taken originally at a low rate 
and not in high cultivation ; in such case it might 
be rendered more productive. 

Would not such a system tend to encourage 
industry in the cultivator? — I cannot say that it 
would. I think the system has been carried on 
so long, and it has been attended with such bad 
effects, that we are not to draw cooclusioas of 
that sort. 

The Committee apprehend you to have ex- 
pressed this opinion ; that so long as the fbrty 
shilling system continues, the subdivision of the 
land and the poverty of the people will every day 
be increasing; ; is that your opinion ? — Certainly, 
I think so. 

- Do you think all the advantages you have 
stated as likely to arise from raising the qualifi- 
cation, will arise if it be deferred till so late a 
period as the termination of the present leases ? — 
I think that delay would check the advantages to 
be expected. 

Which do you think would be the best time; 
the -expiration of the present registries or the ex- 
piration of the present leases? — I think the ex- 
piration of the present registries. 

In the conversations you have had with persons 
who have given their opnions as to this matter, 
have their opinions been the same as yours 1 — 
They have. 

They do not think it would be productive of 
so much advantage, if it is deferred to so late a 
period as the terminatioti of the present leases'? — 
The general opinion is, that it should cease at the 
expiration of the present registry. 
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If a forty shilling qualification is sufficient for 
a person who has a fee, would you not think it 
probable, under those circumstances, that persons 
who make money by manufactures in that part of 
the country, would be desirous of becoming the 
purchasers of land to hold in fee ? — Yes, I am 
quite satisfied they would. I knew a case in 
which I was concerned in the county of Armagh, 
where the tenantry gave to the landlord consider- 
able sums to get leases in perpetuity. 

Would not you think, if that was to become at 
all general, that it would have a very beneficial 
tendency as to creating something like a yeomanry 
in that part of the country? — ^1 should think it 
would. 

Have you ever had any experience of the man- 
ner in which fee simple freeholders act at elec- 
tions'? — Frequently an opportunity of judging. 

In what county ? — In the county of Armagh I 
allude to particularly. 

Are there many small freeholders in fee sim- 
ple ? — ^Not many, but there some I have generally 
found that it required a little solicitation with a 
freeholder in fee simple, to induce him to vote for 
a particular person, which is not the case with the 
forty shilling feeeholder* 

Do they usually vote with the person who may 
be otherwise their landlord ? — They are not apt 
to vote against their landlord. 

Are they not called a stiff kind of people, to 
whom some attention must be paid by a candi- 
date ? — Certainly they are. 

Do not you think that is one of the advantages 
that would attend such a system ; that though it 
would not break up the connection between them 
and their landlord, it would entitle them to some 
little attention on his part ? — It would be a very 
desirable thing certainly, that at least the tenant 
should be asked for his vote. 
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Do you think if the qualification of a fre^older, 
who votes from a lease, should be raised to the 
value of ten pounds a year, that in order to pro- 
tect the purity of election in Ireland, it would be 
a wise plan to follow up that by raising the quali- 
fication of fee simple freeholders to ten pounds 
also? — ^It might be so, but the fee simple free- 
holders of forty shillings are very few. 

Do not you think that the consequence of re- 
taining the qualification of a fee simple freeholder 
at forty shillings would be, that gentlemen, instead 
of making freeholders by giving them leases for 
lives, would give part of their property in fee 
simple to the amount of forty shillings, and retain 
such power by other means over their tenantry, 
as still to perpetuate the system which is com- 
plained of? — It might lead to that effect ; but I 
find very few gentlemen disposed to grant in per- 
petuity any portion of their grounds. 

And you state it also, that by their family set-. 
tlements, they cannot do it? — I do, by existing 
settlements. 

May not the circumstance of their not having 
heretofore done so, arise from the facility with 
which freeholders can be made under the other 
system ? — ^That is a matter for consideration. The 
one thing has not existed, the other has ; but I 
have always found a great reluctance on the part 
of any landed proprietor, to grant in perpetuity 
any portion of his land under any circumstances. 

Do you think the temptation would be so great 
as to induce him to waive that objection? — I 
should be inclined to think not. I think he would 
wish to keep absolute dominion over his own 
property. The case I mentioned in Armagh, wa& 
one that arose from necessity. 

It would be paying much dearer for the political 
influence which he might so acquire 1 — It would 
be a great sacrifice. 
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If the tenant wdre to have wealth sufficient to 
pay a fine to the landlord, or to f^urchase so as to 
bny up the rent, then there, could be no great ob- 
jection to the landlord disposing of it in fee? — 
There could not, such as I have already stated. 

If the rent was to be reserved then, would not 
(he landlord think conveying his land in fee, a 
very inconvenient mode of disposing of iti — I 
have already stated, that is a very objectionable 
measure to all proprietors, particularly from the 
circumstances of the property in the county of 
Armagh, already alluded to, upon which per- 
petuities were granted, and which it is to be 
feared will injure the sale of this very property ; 
I know it is a measure that will not be generally 
adopted in the country. 

What is the circumstance that makes you think 
it objectionable to the landlord? — A measure of 
that kind puts the property out of his power ; it. 
leaves the tenan^ independent of him, and thai is 
sLn objectionable thing. 

It is in fact, selling a portion of his property 1 
-^It is. 

Are there as many persons \^'ho have it in their 
power to grant perpetuities, as there are who have 
it in their power to give leases for lives ?— -There 
are not; I have already alluded to that; the. 
settlements interfere in those cases. 

Do you think this would be an improbable 
case ; supposing the elective franchise was al- 
tered, that a man would give a small portion of 
ground, to a person in fee, whereupon to build a 
ouse, and that he would reserve all the land 
immediately around that house, in his own Hands, 
and that in consequence of that, the tenant would 
be entitled to vote in right of his fee of forty . 
shillings a year, by which he held his lease, but 
that he would still remain under the complete 
control of the landlord, by not being able to get 
into his hoiisc, or to get out of it, without the 
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permission of his landlord] — A landlord vho was 
very desirous of getting an influence in the county, 
might adopt the system spoken- of, but I do not 
think it is very probable he would ; a similar law 
with regard to bleach-greens exists, where a 
tenant for life has a right to grant a certain 
portion of territory, in perpetuity, for the purpose 
of establishing a bleach-green, such tenants for 
life who take this course, usually let to the same 
person, a portion of ground about the green, at 
will. 

Do you think* from your experience in elections 
in Ireland, and from the desire of gentlemen to 
possess political interest in their counties, that 
such an expedient would be improbable] — If I 
am to judge from past experience, I do not think 
it is probable they would endeavour to create an 
interest in that way. 

Do not you think the interest so created, would 
foe just as bad, just as likely to corrupt the morals 
of the .people, and just as fatal to the purity of 
election, as the present system ? — Certainly ; I 
thidk it would place them equally in the power of 
the landed proprietors. 

Supposing that the landlord who wanted to 
create an interest by granting those perpetual 
leases, was to adopt the arrangement suggested, 
that is to say, to grant to each tenant a forty- 
shilling freehold in perpetuity, by which t!he 
tenant was to vote ; and to retain his influence 
over the tenant, by giving him besides, a farm, 
not upon perpetuity, would not this be the con- 
sequence, that he must either continue upon his 
farm, the heirs and successors of these tenants to 
whom he had granted the perpetuity upon the 
forty shilling freeholds, or that he would lose his 
influence, the moment that those perpetuities 
descended to one set of people, and that his farms 
were held by another ? — He would lose certaiqly, 
the political influence in the county, if he separated 
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the forty shilling perpetuity from the lands held 
at will. 

So that such an arrangement would in fact be 
almost impracticable ? — I think it would. 

Or if it could be effected, it would only be by 
depriving the landlord of all choice of tenant? — ^I 
should think it would operate so. 

The Committee have understood the tendency 
of your evidence to be, that this system of sub- 
diviision, for the purpose of making forty shilling 
freeholders, is detrimental to the property of those 
who have so sub-divided their land ? — ^I think it 
materially injures the property. 

Do you think there is a prevailing sentiment 
among the gentry of Ireland, that it is so 1 — I 
think every f)erson with whom I have conversed, 
has formed the same opinion. I have already 
stated, that it has been injurious to the country at 
large, and that it will continue to be injurious so 
long as it exists. 

Do you think if the legislature was to put an 
end to the present system, by raising the elective 
franchise in the manner proposed, that it is likely 
that they would have recourse to another system 
which would probably produce the same injurious 
effects? — I do not think they would. There is 
not any system they could adopt, that would be 
likely to have the same injurious effects ; that 
would lead to a subdivision of ground, and con- 
sequent poverty of the people, so much as the 
present system. 

You have said that the gentlemen of the county 
of Armagh are generally aware of the evils of the 
present system? — I have generally found them 
consider it an evil. 

Is not the remedy for it within their own hands ? 
It is most certainly. 

How do you account for it, that they have never 
remedied it ? — It is impossible for me to assign 
causes ; gentlemen have particular feelings which 
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lead them to act. t know one property in parti* 
Qular which in my mind has been most materially 
injured by creating that influence ; it has a pre- 
dominant influence in the county. 

Is not a political influence considered useful to 
an estate, with respect to procuring presentments 
for roads and improvements on the estate ?— I do 
not consider a political influence at all establishes 
that point. If the property be extended in terri- 
tory, you must of necessity get a larger proportion 
grants for the repair of roads ; but I do not think 
the individual himself obtains more in conse- 
quence of his political influence. 

Do not you think that a landlord, who had a 
predominant influence in the county by the extent 
of his freeholders, would be more likdy to get a 
presentment ccBteris parahus^ than one who had 
no political interest? — If he was there himself, I 
dare say he might ; but if he was represented by 
his agent, 1 do not think his agent has more in-^ 
fluence than any other person. 

A Member of Parliament is very apt to be the 
foreman of a grandjury ? — Generally so. 

Do not you think he will look with more favour 
upon the presentment of a gentleman who has a 
good force of voters, than upon the presentment 
of a gentleman w^ho has none? — He might do so, 
but I do not think I ever witnessed anything of 
that kind. 

Has the foreman more voice than any other 
person on the jury? — ^No, he has not ; I speak of 
the county of Armagh. 

As long as the present system lasts, is it not in 
the power of any one gentleman by making a 
great number of freeholders himself, almost to 
compel others to do the same? — ^There are gen- 
tlemen I have known, who declined to do so, 
though others in their immediate neighbourhood 
had. 

Do you think it would be wise to defer the im- 
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ppovement of the system till the gentletnen under- 
take to do it themselves? — If it rests with the 
gentlemen themselves, it will never be done. 

Does not the fact of* one gentleman making an 
extensive registry in a county, lead to thetjircum- 
stance of almost all the others doing the same 
thing, in order to preserve their proportionate 
weight? — I think it likely an effort oh the part of 
one to create an interest, generally leads to cor* 
responding exertions on the part of others. 

Is that generally tknown to be the result? — It is 
so, where, the desire for political influence exists. 

Do you consider that the alteration of the elec- 
tive franchise of leas^olders^ from forty shillings 
to ten pounds is a measure that would add to the 
popular, or to the aristocratic influence in counties 
in Ireland? — ^I should rather think it would add to 
the popular influence, because it would place the 
elective franchise in the hands of persons who 
would use their own discretion. 

Do you consider it would add to the resident 
influence, or to the absentee influence, in counties 
in Ireland? — ^I think it is probable that it might 
add to the resident interest, because it might in« 
duce gentlemen who have political views, to be 
better known to the persons who voted. 

Do you consider that the forty shilling free- 
holders of Ireland exercise any control, over, or 
make any inquiry into, the conduct of their re- 
presentative in Parliament? — I do not think they 
do. . 

Do you think that the constituency, as altered 
by raising the qualification to ten pounds would 
be more likely to exercise such a control, and to 
make such inquiry? — I certainly do think they 
would. . . 

Do you consider that the want of an eflScient 
control; by means of public t>pinion, is very much 
felt in Ireland, in all political relations whatsoever? 
I should consider that it is; one or two leading 



interests ia general retam a member, who \k pr^fy 
mnch at his owir diseretim to pursue what bourse 
he pleases, or what line of politics he may prefer; 
he is seldom called in question by th^ tenaolry, or 
by the freehol<lers. I spci^k ^ the forty shiHia^ 
freeholders. 

Do you not c<»eeive <iiat the proposed akeration 
of the franchise, would have the effect of creating 
more public opi^niott in Ireland ?-^I 6& think it 
would. ' 

Do you think that ihe i^Heration pvoposed, if 
put off until the exptratioa of the lives of ihe 
present owners of those leases, will hsL\e the effect 
of creating any public OfHnion in Ireland?— The 
freeholders do not feel ma^eri^ly inCorestedin 
those matters. 

If the alteration pr^mosed in die elective fran- 
chise, is to take place m Ireland, in- cnrder to be 
useful, you think it ought to take place immedi- 
ately, it should not be postponed indcifinitely?*^! 
should consider it should take place at the expi- 
ration of the present registry* 

Are the lives on which those leaaea iare held, 
generally old lives ? — In many cases, I have kpo^vn 
grants made for twenty-o&e years, and one old 
life, in or^er io edtabKsh an interest in die county* 

Prom ^6ur knowledge of the lives tfaafc ate in 
those leases, should you apprdiend that Ihey are, 
generally speaking, likely to last eight years ? — 
They- usiiaUy hav^ been, so named, as to offer a 
hope that they would exist so as to embraee the 
probabte period of an election. 

Is it coinmdtt to grant a number of individiiiBd 
leases depettdeiit upon one life?-^I have blown a 
cd^s^of that kind 'Occtir in an adjoining county. 

AretheCommittee to udderstsuid that, gemeraHy 
fifpeakirtg, leases foir lives ane for the life of the 
holder of the lease, or fbr^notfaer life put in?-^Tbe 
life of some person of notoriety is fixed upwvQ^^ 
that life is introduced ; and the introduction of 
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that life, I believe in general has been for the pur- 
pose of creating a political influence in the 
county. 

Then, if the operation of this alteration is not 
to take place till after the present leases are ex- 
pired, it does not follow that it will not take place 
till after the lives of the present holders of the 
leases are over? — f should think not. 

You state, that the life generally put in, is the 
life of some person of notoriety ; do you mean 
that that is generally the case all over Ireland? — 
I am only speaking of the particular part of the 
country I am acquainted with ; I have already 
said, that leases have been granted for twenty-one 
years and one life, for the purpose of creating po- 
litical influence in the county, and that life has 
generally been a person of notoriety. 

Then your answer refers to one of particular 
locality, and not generally referable to Ireland ? — 
I wish to be understood all through, as speaking 
of the county of Armagh. 

Have not frauds been frequently committed by 
a tenant, in substituting one life for another, or in 
alleging that a life continued, when the life was 
really gone? — I have heard of such cases. 

Do not you think that has contributed, in many 
instances, to cause the insertion of a public cha- 
racter as the life? — It has. 

Have you known many instances, yvherein a 
lease for one life has been given without any years 
concurrent being given ? — ^No, I have not. 

In that case it probably would be the life of the 
lessee? — ^The tenant is always desirous to get his 
own life, or the life of one of his family ; but as 
they have been much in the habit of emigrating, 
gentlemen have been desirous to fix upon some 
person of notoriety, that in the event of his death 
it should be koown, so that no diflSculty should 
occur< 
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Supposing tibie freehold of every existing free- 
holder in Ireland, now were maintained during 
the whole of his life, do you conceive, upon the 
general principles of survivorship, that there would 
be very many of those lives subsisting after the 
expiration of the term of registry, namely eight 
years! — I think that a great number would have 
expired ; but still a greater number, I should sup* 
pose, would exist. 

Is it, in your opinion, likely that persons of 
landed property in Ireland will consent to sub- 
divide dieir property to any considerable extent 
by granting Forty shilling freeholds in perpetuity, 
for the purpose of increasing their political in- 
fluence? — I do not think uiey will, from the 
general objection that prevails in the minds of 
landlords to grant away their property. I have 
already said, uiat they wish to retain a dominion 
over it. 

Have they, in fact, under the settlements, the 

r)wer of granting land in perpetuity I — Very few, 
believe, possess that power under the existing 
settlements. 

Are not most of the gentry in the county of 
Armagh strict tenants for life ? — As far as I know 
they generally are. 

Is it not a fact, that they do not enjoy a lease 
in general beyond three lives? — They hold a 
power of granting for three lives and thirty-^one 
years under their settlements. 

Generally speaking, in leasing land, is it not 
usual to insert the name either of the tenant, or 
of some connection of the tenant ? — ^The tenant 
is very desirous, as I before said, to have his 
name, or his sou's name introduced ; but from 
the difficulties that have occurred, within my own 
knowledge, of persons leaving the country, and 
becoming resident in America, and the fact of 
their being living or dead not known to the land- 

M 2 
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lord, the landlord has objected entirely to insert- 
ing the life of a relative. 

It is chiefly in those parts of Ireland where the 
peasantry are accustomed to emigrate that this 
objection has been raised ? — ^The north, I believe, 
is more disposed to emigrate than any other part/ 

Are you aware of an Act of Parliament that 
has been made, that in case a party is sevien years' 
absent from the country, he shall be presumed to: 
be dead until the contrary is shewn ?— I believe 
that is the case. 

Do you observe any difference in the feeling of 
a person of the lower class, who happens to be 
a freeholder, from that of another who does not 
happen to be a freeholder? — ^Not the least, he 
does not consider himself as possessing any 
superior right. 

Does it practically confer any advantage upon 
him I— I do not think it does. 

Not even of consideration on the part of his 
landlord 1 — I do not think it does. 

Do you think, that this sub-division of land, of 
which you have spoken, arises from the law re- 
lating to the franchise ; or that the multiplication 
of tfese freehold leases arises from a predis- 
position, on the part of the lower class in Ireland; 
to sub-divide the holdings that they themselves 
occupy? — They are very anxious to sub-divide 
their holdings ; a parent is desirous to distribute 
his property amongst his sons, and the establi^- 
ment of a freehold leads to that. I have known 
when a tenant was about to take a renewal of his 
ground, he has stated, he could bring forward a 
son or two, whom he could make freeholders, which 
would be an object, he considered to the landlord. 

R.De La Caur, Esq. examined — 6th May^ 1825. 

Have you thought of any specific measures that 
you would recommend, for ameliorating the con- 
dition of Ireland? — ^That question is very com- 
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prehensive; various things might be done I am. 
persuaded, but I shall endeavour to comprehend,, 
in a few words, my answer to that, as I have done 
to the former question. I have no hesitation in 
stating, that I consider conceding the npieasure of 
Catholic Emancipation, must be the ground work 
of any beneficial measure for Ireland; I am far 
from thinking it can operate as a charm, or as a 
specific, but the conviction of my own Qijnd^ after 
lyfie most niature and sober consideration lam 
capable of giving to the subject is, that until that 
measure shall be conceded, we shall not see 
peace. I would then most strongly reconiniend, 
if I have the privilege of domg so, the abolition 
of forty shilling freeholders, which I consider to 
be a great grievance. I am also a strong advo- 
cate for a UBJBRAL provision for the Roman Ca- 
tholic clergy, 1 would strongly recommend, that 
employment should be provided by all possible 
means; that a taste for cleanliness and comfort 
should be introduced, which would raise the peo- 
ple in their own estimation, and lead them to be 
dissatisfied with the want of comfort; to dis- 
courage early marriages ; and to calculate upon 
the means of supporting families, before they en- 
cumber themselves with them ; that good moral 
education should be introduced, without offering 
any violence to, or exciting the jealousy of the 
conflicting opinions that prevail on the subject of 
religious distinctions and instruction ; and some 
provision made for the destitute, old and infirm; 
these I think, and many other good measures, 
may no doubt be recommended, and I hope will 
take effect; but I am quite incapable of reciting 
them all. 

You are, upon the whole, an advocate for the 
abolition of .the forty shilling freeholders? — A 
very decided one. 

To what amount would you raise the qualifica- 
tion ?— I shall probably be thought a little arts- 
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tocratic in my opinion on that point ; but I cer- 
tainly would not Buffer, if I had the power of 
regulating it, any person possessed of an interest 
less than twenty pounds a year to vote. I am 
not aware that there would be any thing uncon- 
stitutional in extending the franchise to chattel 
interests for a certain extent, having a certain 
number of years to run ; but I should think it ex- 
pedient to prohibit any person from voting who 
could not read or write ; and I should also think 
it an advisable measure to insist upon the pro- 
duction of the landlord's receipt for the gale day 
but one, previous to the day of polling, which 
receipt should be a bond fide receipt against the 
landlord, and evidence of the payment of the 
rent. 

Do you think payment of rent, -to a certain 
amount annually, would be a good qualification? 
—I am very much disposed to think that the 
payment of rent, to the amount of fifty pounds 
might be deemed a reasonable qualification, if 
the rent was regularly paid up. 

Have you recently come from Ireland? — I 
have. 

Mr. M. Barrington examined.— 10th May ^ 1825. 

Have you acted as agent on contested elections 
in Ireland? — Yes, I have ; I have conducted two 
county elections. 

Can you state to the Committee what descrip- 
tion of persons are generally produced on those 
elections, as forty shilling freeholders ? — ^Thcy are 
the very lowest description of persons, the very 
worst that can be had. 

Do you consider that in giving thdr votes at 
elections, they exercise any free will? — Not the 
slightest ; I speak generally. I do not mean to 
say that individuals may not do so, but in general 
they have not the slightest free will of their own. 
At Cork, I have heard that at an election the 
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peasantry would not vote for any one but Lady 
Kingston ; they were her tennats. 

From your communications with them, do you 
conceive that the forty shilling freeholders them- 
selves attach any value to their franchise ? — I do 
not ; on the contrary, I believe they consider it a 
great annoyance, for, in many instances, before 
ttiey would register, they have been distrained to 
make them register ; and in general when they 
come to vote, they owed an arrear of rent 

You do not conceive that applies to all ?-^No, 
I do not. 

To what proportion do you conceive it refers 2 
— I think that all forty shilling freeholders, the 
labourers on the estates, the forty shilling free-: 
holders, as they are called, are of that description ; 
I think that wherever there is a fair forty shilling 
freeholds, he could as well be a ten pounds as a 
forty shilling freeholder. 

. Do you know substantial farmers who are now 
registered as forty shilling freeholders, who in the 
event of an alteration of the law, could swear to a 
ten pound freehold? — I think every fair forty 
shilling freeholder, every man who has a fair 
farm, can as easily register at ten pounds as at 
forty shillings. In my experience, I have gene- 
rally found thab« any bond fide forty shilling free- 
holder, holding a farm, could as well register ten 
pounds as forty shillings. 

Can you state the proportion of those you call 
fair forty shilling freeholders to the oUier? — I 
should conceive the unfair ones are as nine to 
ten; I have known from forty to fifty registered 
on one five shilling stamp, all residing on one 
town land, and put into one stamp; tliat was 
before the Joint Tenantcy Act, which Ims 
checked it. 

Have you known more than one man in one 
dwelling-house 1 — Yes, where a father has two 
sons they have been joined together in one pro- 
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ppsal to enable tiwn, to register, that was before 
the Joint Tenantoy Act. 

What lb the greatest oumli^er you have ever 
known registered out of one house I — ^I really can- 
not say ; I know of £3rty or fifty registered out of 
one town land by the middleman ; there have 
also been ainumber made on the right of ^i^zing 
on mountains, where tiiey have no other mterest 
in the land. 

Do you think the forty shilling system in Ire-» 
land, has led to a traffic in the forty shiUin^ 
freeholds among the inferior classes of the gentry? 
-'—Certainly I do, a very great anxiety to make 
freeholders in setting the form ; a man who has 
sons will be preferred to a mao who has not, in 
order to make freeholders. 

Do you think this conduct, among the inferior 
gentry and middlemen, has compellal the higher 
classes of the gentry, in their own department, 
not to )6se their wfade political influence to adopt 
a l^imilar practice?-- ^Certainly ; wherever one 
interest makes freeholders others will do the same> 
not to lose their political. power. 

Do you think the systejn of forty shilling free- 
holders, has contributed in any degree to the 
jobbing in grand jury presentments, that a man 
who has a number of resident freeholders^ has a 
greater chance of obtaining presentments from 
the grand jury than a person not so circum- 
stanced 1---I rather think it must have ; f cannot 
mention any instance, but I think the men that 
have the greatest, number of freeholders, consider 
Ifaat they have the greatest influence with the 

jttry- 

Have you ever observed men [daced on grand 

juries, who were notoriously persons having a 
great number of forty shilling freeholders, and 
whose sdection was more promoted by that cir- 
cumstance than by their station in the county ?— 
I do not recollect any case of that kind. 
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What are the political effects of the forty shil- 
ling freehold system, with respect to the populaf' 
rights of constituent freeholdeirs in Ireland ; do 
you consider it adds to the popular interest in the 
county, or to the aristocratic interest? — I think it 
adds considerably to the aristocratic interest, for 
if you take the case of six or eight noblemen or 
gentlemen, who have a large number of free- 
holders, they will return in opposition to all the 
rest. 

Have you ever known an instance, in which 
through the influence of the forty shilling free- 
holders, the county elections' in Ireland have been 
thrown into a very few hands 7 — ^I cannot statfe an 
instance of it, but from the number I know re- 
gistered in a county ; I think seven or eight men, 
if they united, can return the members. 

Do you speak of any particular county, or the 
counties generally? — I speak of Limerick par- 
ticularly. 

Has it ever come to your knowledge, that by 

general reputation, a number of votes have been 
anded over for pecuniary or other considerations 
on county elections, by particular individuals? — 
J have heard of it very commonly, but I do not 
know an instance of it. 

How do you think that bears on the interest of 
the absentee proprietors, as compared with the 
interests of the residents in counties 1 — It depends 
very much on what the wish of the absentee is, in* 
the county I allude to (Limerick,) Lord Courte- 
nay could register near a thousand forty shilling 
freeholders, and that would very materially (if not 
entirely) decide the election for the side he* es- 
poused for that county ; I believe he has very few 
now registered ; I have heard the same in other 
counties where there are great interests. 

Do you then conceive, that the rise of the qua- 
lification to ten pounds, would be a change that 
would operate in favour of popular principles at 
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the election, and the freedom of the election ?' — I 
do certainly ; for 1 think it would be much more 
difficult to force ten pound freeholders, who would 
be more respectable men, to go and vote as they 
were desired; but it is now quite a matter of 
course, to desire the tenantry on the estate to go 
in and vote. 

To what extent do you think it would have the 
effect of diminishing the number, if the franchise 
were raised to ten pounds? — 1 think it would 
strike off all those who are owners of cabins, or 
cabins and gardens ; they could not swear it to 
be worth ten pounds when it was not to appear- 
ance worth two pounds. 

How many numerically would be struck off? — 
I cannot state that. 

The Rev. W. O'Erietiy D.D. examined. — 
lO^A Mayy 1825. 

Can you give the Committee any information 
with respect to the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise by the lower order of people, the forty shil- 
ling freeholders, and the degree of estimation they 
set upon it ? — ^The lower class of people, as far as 
I am acquainted with the county of Cork, set very 
little estimation on that franchise ; they consider 
themselves as the slaves of their landlords ; they 
consider that they have no free will, and on occa- 
sions of elections, 1 have myself witnessed the 
the tears of those poor creatures, going to the 
county town to give their vote against what they 
called their consciences ; meaning by that, that 
they were, going to vote for persons who were 
hostile to Catholic emancipation, but who were 
in the interests of their landlords. Iknow that 
numbers of those have declared to me frequently, 
that they would have been better pleased never to 
have had a vote, inasmuch as they were not al- 
lowed to act as they wished. I have known per- 
iury to have been multiplied on those occasions ) 
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I have known numbers of my own parishioners^ 
when called on to register their votes, to apply to 
myself for advice. They have laid their situation 
before me, and then said, " What shall I do, sir, 
my landlord calls upon me to register my vote ; 
see my situation, I have such a family, I pay so 
much for my unfortunate farm, and he says, I have 
an interest of forty shillings. I do not think I 
have, and how am I to act." They have fre- 
quently come to me as the parish priest, to ask 
my advice ; I invariably told them not to listen to 
their landlord, but rather than take a false oath, 
remain at home, and tell their landlord they can- 
not do it, in conscience. If the landlord wishes 
to give them a freehold, let him do so, but let it 
be a real one. In some instances, I have found 
the people so depraved, that notwithstanding my 
advice, they went forward and registered their 
unreal freeholds. 

Have you known any instances in which your 
advice deterred any from going forward to re- 
gister them? — I have, a great number. 

Have you known any instances in which the 
landlord, in consequence of that remonstrance^ 
reduced the rent so as to give them a benefit of 
forty shillings ? — No, I have not. A case canie 
before me, as the Roman Catholic vicar general 
of the diocese ; a case of conscience, brought be- 
fore me by a parish priest, he was not allowed to 
mention names, but he stated it in this way ; ^^ A 
person in my parish, a slovenly idle farmer, has 
got a large tract of ground which is not worth 
any thing like the rent he had assumed for 
it; but his landlord is indulgent and does not call 
for the rent, and he probably owes five or six 
years. He has three sons; he encourages these 
sons to get wives, and holds out to them as a 
marriage portion, a share in his slovenly farm ; 
he divides it into four parts, retaining to himself 
one part, and surrendering the other three parts, 



to his three children ; he grants them leases upon 
it for lives, at a reduced rent. When I say re- 
duced, I mean a less rent than he pays himself.. 
The landlord is aware of the transaction ; the 
three sons go forward, register their vqtes out of 
those new freeholds, and at the time of the elec- 
tion vote for the friend of their landlord.'^ The 
clergyman applies to me to know how far I con- 
sider those three men guilty of perjury ; he did 
not consider them guilty of perjury, for they 
swore that they had a lease of lives, and that their 
interest in that lease was worth more than forty 
shillings a year, which it actually was Then my 
opinion was, that they were guilty of perjury, and 
that the whole transaction was an abominable 
one ; that the head landlord should be paid ; that 
they were aware that the rent was in arrear ; and 
that their father could not give them what he had 
not himself, a freehold, [have known abomina- 
ble instances of perjury, in consequence of the 
miserably wretched state of the peasantry of the 
country. 

Do you apprehend that the raising the rate of 
the elective franchise to ten pounds would have 
the effect of producing a better description of 
tenantry in Ireland than at present exists ? — I 
have no hesitation in thinking that it would, I am 
confident that it would; f am confident that it 
would induce humane landlords to give a better 
interest to their tenants, and induce idle farmers 
to exert themselves to make a ten pound freehold, 
and to use such exertions as they never would 
have resorted to had they been forty shilling free- 
holders ; I expect a great deal of good from such 
a measure. 

Do you think that would have the effect of re- 
ducing the amount of perjury to a great extent ? 
— I thmk it would ; a man having a ten pound 
freehold, is relatively respectable in nis neighbour- 
hood, he is more respected, and would have a 
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greater apprehension of being considered a per- 
juror than the poor unfortunate wretch who ha^ no 
character to lose. 

What sized farm, upon the middling land in 
your neighbourhood, do you conceive would b6 
likely to give the lessee a ten pound interest ?— ^ 
That would depend upon the rent put upon the 
farm ; but supposing a fair rent, giving the family 
means of subsistence, I should suppose about 
twenty acres of good ground, at a fair rent, would 
give the farmer a ten pound freehold. Perhaps 
not the first or second year after entering upoii 
the farm ; but in a few years, when his industry and 
capkal would render the farm more valuable than 
it was the first or second year. 

What should you consider the fair rent of the 
Itfnd you have in your mindl — 1 should call thirty 
shillings an acre a fair rent, a plantation acre, if 
the land be good. 

That upon a rent of thirty pounds a year, would 
give a tenant a ten pound interest ?-*-Yes. 

Do you think the landlord will let to the lessee at 
thirty pounds a year, that which is in point of'^fact 
worth forty pounds?— I think if the landlord be A 
reasonable man, he will give the means of a comf^ 
fbrtdble existence to his farmer ; and that he can- 
not, for that purpose, give him less than ten 
pounds a year for his clothing and fot ev^y other 
necessary. Though the farm should, just now^^ 
be w^orth only thirty pounds a year, it may, by im- 
provement and good treatment, become w^orth 
more than fbrty pounds in a few years. 

Does-not that ten pounds a year arise from the 
profits of the farmers capital add his labour, rather 
than from the value of the land ? — No, I should 
think not; it arises, certainly, partly from his 
capital and labour, but it arises also partly from 
the interest he has in the land. 

If it arises from the labour and from the interest 
on his capital it is not the value of the land?— 
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Certainly not entirely 80; but I think the capital 
and labour should have credit from the produce 
of the farm ; for if the land is left to itself unla- 
boured, it \vould be worth but very little ; I think 
we must always take in the capital and labour 
when we look at a farm. 

What capital does it take to cultivate a farm of 
twenty plantation acres'?— In money, it would 
require, I think, about fifty pounds to purchase the 
implements necessary for working the farm ; it 
would require more to stock the farm ; it would 
require one hundred and fifty pounds. 

Before he had a ten pound interest in his land, 
he should not only be paid back all the expences 
he has laid out on the land, but also a fair per 
centage for his capital employed 1 — ^I think he 
would get that in the produce of the ground at 
the end of the year. 

The produce of the ground must pay every 
thing 1 — Yes. 

In addition to that he should have an addi- 
tional profit of ten pounds in order to enable him 
to vote?— Yes; then I leave a portion of the 
produce for the landlord ; I leave a second portion 
of it for the necessary support of the family ; and 
I leave a third portion of it for interest on his 
capital and for labour. I suppose the produce of 
his farm to be equal to all, to the rent, the labour, 
the interest of his capital, and the support of his 
family. 

And that portion which goes to the support of the 
family would be worth ten pounds a year? — ^Yes, 

Are there many farmers who seek to take farms 
of that extent, who have that much capital to 
enable them to commence operations ?— Very 
few. 

Are there many who have any capital?— The 
great majority have no capital at all. 

What IS their usual mode of proceeding, on 
taking a farm of twenty, thirty, or forty acres ? — 
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They begin to work it ; they have a bad horse ; 
they want capital ; they want means of working 
it ; they do a good deal by themselves ; they have 
only two or three men who assist them in labour- 
ing ; they do an immensity of work for themselves, 
but they cannot do all, or indeed any thing well. 
They are ruined for want of a sufficient capital 
when they take a farm. 

Do not you conceive that the great subdivision 
of land is, in a great degree, to be attributed to 
the difficulty of finding tenants who have capital 
sufficient to undertake the management of larger 
farms? J believe it is, but that grows out of the 
unfortunate state that Ireland has been in for some 
years back, by which I mean the wretched policy 
of giving grounds to middlemen, who set to under 
tenants at a rack rent. 

That class of persons is decreasing? It is, ra- 
pidly, and fortunately for the country ; and I do 
not know any thing that is better calculated as a 
substitute for this, than giving a freehold interest 
to the working farmer often pounds a year on his 
farm. 

As far as your knowledge goes of letting lands ^ 
by the proprietors, do you conceive that they 
usually do give a sufficient interest to the tenants 
who take immediately from them? The tenants 
who take immediately from them are in general, 
I think, very well able to pay their rent, and are 
relatively comfortable; but those who derive under 
the middlemen are most wretched. 

Are the middlenien very often in the habit of 
letting freehold leases, for the purpose of making 
freeholders upon their holdings? Yes, constantly 
in that habit. They speculate on those leases, 
and think the number of voters they will bring to 
an election will be the means of making provision 
for one of the younger branches of their families. 

What sort of provision do you refer to? — Sonie 
place under Government. 
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There are a good many excisemen in Ireland? 
A grfeat number. 

Not so many as there used to be? — No. 

Have you known any individual tovty shilling 
freeholder obtain, through the intervention of his 
patron^ a place under the Government? — [ havq 
not known any forty shilling freeholder obtain such 
a place, but I have known ^ good many who have 
freeholders to bring to an election, expect such a 
place, and they have perhaps in some instailces 
obtained it. 

Have you any idea that any check could be 
placed on freehold votes, by making the voters 
produce a paper, which should state the amount 
in which he is assessed to the county taxes? — I 
think that would be a very good means ; any thing 
that would give publicity to the transaction may 
be a check on that perjury, that otherwise might 
takie place. 

Is the new valuation begun in your part of the 
county? — I have not been in the county of Cork 
fbr the last six months ; I have been in an inffirm 
state of health, and ordered by my physician to 
spend the winter on the Continent ; 1 have comp 
here solely in obedience to the order of the Housb 
of Commons ; I came here the last summer when 
the Committee closed. 

It is evident that if a man has a ten pounds in- 
terest in a portion of land, he oilght to be assessed 
in a certain amount to the county? — ^C/crtainly. 

If he were called upon to produce an assess- 
ment to the county of six or eight pounds, do you 
not think that would be a Very fair regulation?-^ 
1 think it would be a very fair check. 

You think that might give some means of form- 
ing an opinion uplon the correctness of the vote, 
and some check on peijury ? — Certainty, I think sO. 

Have yod known any instances of liVes being 
put into leases^io forty shilling freeholds, for any 
other purpose except that of making votes? I 
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do not know that they have been put in for any 
other pijrpose but that of making freeholds. 

Do you thiiik there is any advantage to the land- 
lord or to the tenant, in leases of very small 
amount, where the rent reserved js very small, and 
putting in a lif(p, instead of letting it, be merely 
for a term of years?-— The life is supposed to be 
put in in order to create a freehold ; 1 do not see 
any other advantage it could have. I have known 
lives at the age of seventy put in, a man or woman . 
at tlie age of seventy concurrent with five years. 

Would the peasantry of Ireland, as far as you . 
know, have any objection to have small tenements 
without a life being put in?-—! think they would . 
have no objection ; I do not know of any case in . 
which they have looked for a life at all. 

Do not you think they have looked for a life, in 
order that diey may be assured of providing an 
inteiest fa- their family? — That may be the case 
in some iiistances. ' 

Do you lecollect the register which took place 
in the year I8i7, in the cjunty of Cork?-- -I re- 
collect it. 

Did you attend the registry ?-— I did not. 

Do you happen to have heard the mode in which 
a great number were registered at that time, how 
they ^ot tijoiv freeholds, and the mode in which 
that was done, and the vote registered? — I cannot 
speak from my own knowledge to any thing on 
that subject 

If they are desirous of having a life put in, are 
they not desirous that it should be either their own 
life or that of some of their families? — Certainly. 

I'hey do not think the insertion of a life of 
seventy years old is any advantage in the lease? 
No, that IS merely for the freehold. 
A. O. Oriscol) Esq,, examined — 12/A of Maj/i 

1825. 

Do you consider that a measure which altered 
the qualification of the electA'e*franchise of lease-^ 
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lK>lders fronr forty shillings to ten pounds, would 
be in Ireland a measure that would create dissa- 
tisfaction amongst the bulk of. the freeholders 
themselves? — I do not think it would create any 
dissatisfaction on the part of the freeholders tbem-^ 
selves ; I think on the contrary, it would have a 
very different effect upon tliera, for they do not 
like to be sent forty or fifty miles up to a contested 
election to vote as they now are. 

Do you think, generally speaking, the forty 
shilling freeholders in Ireland, exercise any free- 
dom of choice with respect to the individual to 
whom they give their votes 1—1 do not think they 
do ; I recoUect one instance of a contested elec- 
tion where some of the freeholders exercised the 
right to act as they thought proper. Tliat was in 
the instance of the tenantry of a noble Lord who 
took no part in the election himself The gentle- 
men<^round canvs^ssed his tenants ', I think the 
majority went for Mr, Ponsonby. 

In the event of altering the qualification from 
forty shillings to ten pounds would not a consi- 
derable number of the persons now in possession 
of the franchise lose that franchise?— Certainly^ 

Would not the greater number of tliose, be 
Catholics ? — They would decidedly. 

In the even of such an alteration taking place, 
unless accompanied by what is called Catholic 
Emancipation, do you not conceive in that case 
it would give dissatisfaction to the Catholics ge- 
nerally ? I think it would to the higher ranks of 
Catholics; and I think in general the Catholic, 
body would be dealt with, with injustice, unless 
the Bill for disfranchising them were attended by 
Catholic Emancipation. 

In that event do you not conceive that it would 
be a measure productive of danger to the country, 
if carried without Catholic Emancipation?—! 
think it would be made a handle of; and would 
be probably a very strong one in the hands of 
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)3ehsons who might wish to excite the feelings ojf 
the people. 

In the event df its being carried in connection 
with Catholic Emancipation, you conceive th» 
Catholics would feel that they received more by 
the Emancipation Bill, than they lost by the Dis^ 
franchisement Bill?— That is the impression oa 
my mind. 

You would consider the loss of the franchise 
as equivalent to the gain of the other privilege ?—*» 
Just so. 

Do you think the disfranchisement of the Pro- 
testant forty shilling freeholders, would be an 
agreeable measure to the Protestants 1 — I do not 
think it would. 

Have you considered of any advantage that 
would be likely to be given to them in compensa* 
tionfor the loss of that right 1 — I do not know 
that they require any; I think that they are in 
possession of all they can ask ; Cathdics are not. 

You propose to take it from the Protestant 
without compensation? — He does not require 
compensation. 

Do you not think that the superior tranquillity 
of the country would be a compensation to the 
Protestant ? — I think it would. The introduce 
tion of English capital into Ireland would be a 
great benefit to the Protestant landholders. 

Do you not conceive that the settlement of thia 
question would lead to the extinction of the re- 
ligious feuds and animosities^ which have pre* 
vailed in Ireland 1-—I do. 

Do yon not conceive that the extinction of thos6 
religious feuds and animosities would confer an 
additional value on every description of property 
in Ireland? — I certainly do. 

Is not the great mass of the landed property of 
the country in the hands of the Protestants?— Ife 
is^ 

Then in the event of carrying the* CathoIi<» 
N 2 
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que^ioD^ even though aocompanied with the ioss 
of the franchise to a certain number of Protestant 
freeholders, would not the Protestant interest in 
Ireland receive ap equivalent in the increased 
vaJue of the entire of that property, and the in- 
creased tranquiUity of the country ]-— Certainly £ 
conceive so. 

Your argument is founded on the assumption, 
ihot Catholic Emancipation would tend to procure 
the tranquillity of the country 1- — Yes* 

Are you acquainted with the north of Ireland ? 
No, I am not. 

Have you any knowledge of the extent to which 
English capital has been introduced into Ireland 
latdy?— -None at all has been introduced into my 
part of the country, 

• Has none been introduced into Cork?— Not to 
my knowledge 

> Are you cognizant at all, whether the manufac- 
tures in Cork have considerably increased of late? 
I do not know as to Cork ; but I believe at Clana- 
kilty,. the linen and cotton manufacture, and in 
Bandon, the cotton yarn, have increased consider- 
ably. 

! Are the forty. shilling freeholders numerous in 
the part of die country where you reside? — They 
afie. 

Can you tell what the number of them may be, 
Mrho hold freehoMtt under ten pounds ? — I cannot 
exactly say the number under ten pounds ; but I 
heard that there were, atone time, registei^d in 
the county of Cork, from eighteen to twenty- two 
thousand freeholders. 

Were not there about eighteen thousand regis- 
t^ed in the course of one summer] I believe so, 
it was at the, time Lord Ennismore and Lord 
Kingston attended the different registries for the 
county. 

Was that number of eighteen to twenty-two 
thousand, an ordinary number riE^ifftered, or for 
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ian extraordinary ctocasion, in anUcipatioti of «£ii 
election ? — [ think it was in the anticipation of a 
of a general election. 

' What was the ordinary number antecedent to 
that? — I cannot state. 

Do you know, or did you ever hear of such an 
effort as tiiat which was made in that county at 
that time'? — I never did. 

Do you think that was a registration voluntarily 
on the part of the individuals registered, or aie 
gistration under the direction and authority of 
of their landlords? — Under the direction and 
authority of their landlords, in all instances but 
one, and tliat was of a man coming voluntarily to 
register his freehold, he brought into Clonakilty 
his lease and cause it to be put on the table: 
Lord Ennismore and Lord Kingston were there 
at the time. He offered the registry of his lease 
and his vote to either of the noble Lords, who 
would support Catholic Emancipation. 

That was a single instance out of eighteen 
thousand?-— I cannot exactly say out of eighteen 
thousand. 

Do you know what number of gentlemen are 
concerned in the county of Cork, in the disposal 
of those eighteen thousand votes?— I c'annot state, 
it is a very extensive county. 

Cork is the largest county in Ireland ?— -Yes. 
. There is a large number of resident gentry 
tJiere? — Yes. 

Do you not think a less number than twenty 
gentlemen, command tlie majority of those votes 
in the county of Cork ? I cannot well say; there 
are four or five preponderating interests, and they 
in my opinion, influence the county. 

Do you recollect whether the person who laid 
the lease upon th6 table, was a forty shilln^ 
freeholder, or a freeholder to a higher amount? 
The lease was brought in by Mr. Barry, and ha 
spoke of faim as a forty shilUng freeholder, «He 
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Stated that the man who put that lease into his 
hand was a forty shilling freeholder, and au- 
thorized him to make that offer on his part. 
: - It was Mr. Barry made the statement, and not 
the freeholder himself?— Yes. 
:- Who was Mr. Barry'?— He is now inspector of 
fisheries; he was not so at that time. 

In what way was he employed at that time 
He was only a private gentleman at that time. 

Was he agent to anyone at that time 1-— No, I 
believe not. 

B'ight Honourable Lord Carbery examined,^'^ 
12th May y 1825. 

Do you conceive the sub-division of land to 
which your lordship's evidence has referred, has 
arisen in any measure from the existence of forty 
shilling freeholds in Irelandsl— Indeed, I think, 
that has contributed to it. 

Even supposing that the effect of the forty 
shillings freehold system was only to procure the 
registration of the tenants who were -before upon 
the land, does it not in point of fact retard the 
consolidation of farms, in the way which your 
lordship has considered to be advantageous to the 
interest of the community]— -I think it does. 

Do you consider that the forty shilling free- 
holders themselves attach very much import- 
ance to the possession and exercise of the fran- 
chise? — Upon my word I do not; I think that 
they in many instances consider it a very great 
grievance. 

Do you conceive that they exercise that fran* 
chise rather at the request and under the influ* 
ence of the landlord, than following the dictates 
of their own free will ? — I believe in ninety-nine 
cases out of one hundred, it is in gratification 
of the wishes of their landlord ; there are some 
instances of forty shilling freeholders, those who 
bold tenements in towns for instance, where ^ 
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maahas built a tolerable bouse in atown^; bat 
I believe the ordinary description of forty shilling 
freehold they set no value on at all. 

Do you conceive that many of them would 
register of their own accord, or even pay ihe 
small fee due upon registration?— No; I think 
very few of them would. 

Do they ever register ?— Those in towns, where 
they have laid out considerable sums of money 
in building houses ; I think those persons have a 
value for it, and do register, but that the coun- 
try people have not ; probably some of the better 
tenants would do it. 

Do you consider any measure, the effect of 
which would be to alter the qualification from 
forty shillings to ten pounds on leasehold, a mea- 
sure that would be productive of benefit in Ire- 
land?— -Certainly, of very great benefit. 

Would not the great mass of the forty shilling 
freeholders, who might lose that right of voting 
be Catholics?— -Certainly, in the south of Ire- 
land. 

In the event of such an augmentation of the 
franchise taking place, without being accompa- 
nied by any other measure, which might appear 
gratifying to the individuals of the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion, do you not conceive the alteration 
of the franchise might promote some dissatisfac- 
tion amongst the freeholders?— If I am to take 
in the higher classes and the lower together, I 
might say it would; but I am sure as it respects 
the forty shilling freeholders themselves, it would 
not have that effect 

Do you not conceive that would give to any 
popular agitator very efficient means of produc- 
ing a general discontent among the people?— 
Certainly ; I admit that I think it would. 

Do you not consider that any measure which 
would plaice the bulk of the population within 



r}92 

the means of being influem^ed by such popular 
agitator, would be of itself productive of danger 
to the country?-—! think any measure which 
would place the country in the hands of any popu- 
lar agitator ought to be avoided. 

Does your lordship think the increase of the 
franchise from forty shillings to ten pounds would 
increase or lessen the popular right in Ireland, in 
the freedom of election ?-•-! think in the freedom 
of election it would have no effect; we do not 
consider the forty shilling freeholder as contri- 
buting to the freedom of election in any degree, 
except in the cases I have described. 

Does your lordship think that the ten pound 
freeholders would furnish a more independ *nt 
class of constituents, than the forty shilling free- 
holders now furnish ? — Certainly. 

Does your lordship think tliat the effect of the 
alteration would be to strengthen or to lessen the 

{jreat aristocratic influence in counties in Ire- 
and? — I think those things would generally 
maintain their proportions pretty well as they are 
now. 

Does not your lordship think, that the political 
relation between landloBfl and tenant, would be 
rather an influence than a direct authority, if you 
raised the class of the tenantry entitled by law to 
exercise the elective franchise?- --It must have 
that effect; if a man gets into a higher and better 
condition in the world, he is more influenced by 
persuasive than by coercive motives. 

Though your lordship is of opinion the land- 
lords would retain their proportionate influence to 
each other, will not the individual voters possess 
a greater influence in consequence of the change? 
I Slink the individuals would gain from the re- 
duction of numbers ; I conceive it would produce 
a neater portion of independence. 

Does not your lordship think, that the fifty and 
twenty pound voters are, generally sped.king, a 
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their suffrage in Ireland ? — Certainly. 

Would not their weight, comparatively speak- 
ing, be very much increased by the alteration of 
the franchise? — Certainly; but I conceive that 
territorial property will still have that portion of 
influence of which it would be impossible to di- 
vest it. 

' Does not your lordship conceive that the influ- 
ence of the larger proprietors would be relatively 
less, as compared with the influence of the smaller 
proprietors, under an increased qualification, than 
it is under the influence of the forty shilling free- 
holders ? — I believe, on consideration, it would ; 
I rather thinjk, on more mature consideration, it 
would have that effect ; and that the influence of 
the great proprietor would be less in proportion^ 
because the independent class would be in- 
creased, their influence would be more what it 
ought to be. 

Their power would be less ? — ^Yes. 

Does not your lordship conceive, that in like 
manner, the augmentation of franchise will have 
a tendency to strengthen the resident interest in 
counties in Ireland, as compared with the ab<* 
sentee i»<ferest? — Certainly. 

In both those respects, does not your lordship 
think it would have a tendency directly beneficial 
to the interest of the country ? — Indeed I do. 

Would not the raising the freeholder, bring 
into operation a greater number of independent 
opinions than are now expressed ? — Certainly. 

Of what class of men are the twenty pounc) 
freeholders generally composed ?— They are very 
respectable men. 

Does your lordship think that if any meawr^ 
could be devised, whereby the franchise should 
remain at forty-shillings, but fictitious forty shil- 
ling freeholders ' be effectually excluded, that 
would have as beneficial an operation as merely 
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taising the qualification ? — I think it would be 
very difficult to devise any measure that could 
defeat the ingenuity of electioneerers ; that tliey 
■would contrive to make them. 

Do you think if any effectual measure could be 
devised that would be as beneficial as the aug- 
mentation 1— If it could be devised, it would be 
as beneficial. 

Does your lordship apprehend that there would 
be any disadvantage, either to landlord or tenant, 
if it was illegal to insert a life in any lease, where 
the reserved rent was but of small amount?—! 
am not prepared to answer that question ; but I 
think the parties shouldbe left to make such bar- 
gains as they could, and if a life were preferable 
to a term of years, it would be hard by any legis- 
lative restrictions to prevent that. 

Is not one mode of making fictitious forty 
shilling freeholders, by inserting the life of an old 
person who is not likely to last longer than for the 
occasion for which he is wanted ? — Yes, that is 
almost always done. 

Would a provision that no person should have 
a right of voting for a forty shilling leasehold 
qualification, except upon his own life, have a 
tendency to make an effectual provision against 
fictitious freeholds ?— It would reduce the means 
of making forty shilling freeholders generally. 
There are many landlords, or middle landlords, 
who would not like to give a lease for a young 
life, where they w^ould give it for an old one, and 
the middle landlords are the principal manufac- 
turers of them. 

Would a provision that no freeholder should 
vote, unless his rent had been actually discharged 
and paid to his landlord, have a tendency to make 
an effectual guard against fictitious freeholds ? — 
I should suppose all those things would in a great 
degree, but there would be so many opportu- 
nities of management still left, they would be got 
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through ; there would be the passing of notes 
and receipts, and «o on. 

Does your lordsliip think the provision, that no 
leaseholder should be entitled to register or tp 
vote, until he had been four or five or six years 
in possession of his lease, would have a tendency 
to prevent fictitious freeholds ? — It nnust of course 
to a certain extent ; all those things would throw 
difficulties in the way ; whether they would be 
effectual I cannot say. 

Does your lordship think, so long as persons 
who hold under leases for lives renewable for 
ever, there is any check upon the creation of 
fictitious freeholds? — I think it would be ex- 
tremely difficult, as I have already stated. 

Your lordship has stated, that the great manu- 
facture of those forty shilling freeholds, takes 
place under middlemen ? — In general that is so. 

Can your lordship inform the Committee 
whether, generally speaking, the middlemen have 
under the leases granted in Ireland, the power 
either of making grants in fee, or making grants 
of leases of lives renewable for ever ?i— A man 
can grant no greater term than he has himself; 
but he has generally some reserved term beyond 
what he grants to his tenant. 

Are the class of middlemen to whom your 
lordship has alluded, as being generally the 
creators of those forty shilling voters, persons 
holding under leases for ever, or long leases, but 
terminable?—! believe the generality of them 
under leases for lives, three lives; the majority 
hold according to the ordinary tenure of the 
country. 

Do they grant the leases for the same lives 
under which they hold ?-— I believe very often for 
other lives ; frequently for the life of some old in^ 
dividual, and which they calculate will not last 
much beyond the event with a view to which the 
freehold is qreated. 
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•Are' thoee cooeiHered as freeholds ? — Yth. 

}low is it possible for an individual, holding 
his* o\vn lease under the life of one person, to 
grant a lease for the hfe of another person ? — I 
have often asked that question ; I should conceive 
that it^ is not so, but it has been considered to 
be so. 

The Rev. Oeo. Hay^ examined.— ISih May, 
1825. 

Are there many Presb;vterian freeholders v ho 
now exercise the privileg:e of voting for the retcirn 
of Members of Parliament, in the north of Ire- 
land ? — Yes, there are. 

Are there many registered as forty shilling free- 
holders? — I should think there are a great number. 

Are there many who vote exclusively in right 
of a forty shilling freehold] — 1 should think there 
are a great many. 

Are they persons of education and intelligence, 
in general?— I should thhik they are not in gene- 
ral. The mere forty shilling freeholders in ge- 
neral, in the county of Derry, I think, are not 
voters at elections, though perhaps generally they 
may be reckoned intelligent and acute. 

Can they read and write in general? — In 
general they can. 

Do they maintain their families by their labour 
in general? — Yes, they do ; as weavers, labourers, 
cottiers, &c. 

Do you think they have any regard for the pri- 
vilege tliey have of voting for Members of Parlia- 
raent?— 1 think many of them have ; some of 
them do not care much about the privilege ; but 
1 think on the whole, they would rather not be 
deprived of the right of voting ; but the class of 
people to whom I alluded some time ago when 
speaking respecting the forty shilling freeholders^ 
judging for them, 1 think, would deem it a pri- 
vilege wHiich they would be as well without. 

What claims is that ; — I mean a respectable and 
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intellii^ent class, who wish to see the abolltioa of 
the forty shilling freeholders connected with the 
measure of emancipation. The class to which I , 
alhided in a former answer. 

But those people of whom you were last speak- 
ing, would be left with the privilege of voting? 
- — Yes, they w ould . 

I'h^refore they would make no sacrifice ?•— No. 

What do you say of that class w^ho vote only in 
the right of forty shilling freeholds, who are Pres- 
byterians, do you think they would cheerfully 
resign the privilege they now possess ? — I am sure 
they would not cheerfully resign it. 

If the disabilities were removjsd from the Roman 
Catholics, do you think they would receive any 
compensation which would in their opinion coun- 
tervail the loss they uould be called upon to make ? 
-f-l cannot conceive that a compensation would 
be given to them for that loss. 

Do you tliiuk they would look for a compenssa- 
tion .^—1 do not know ; [ cannot say. 

^ Has the practice of making freeholders for po- 
litical purpdses, been carried on to any great 
extent in the county of Derry ?— I believe it has. 

tk) you apprehend that the great increase of 
forty shilling freeholders that have been registered 
within latter years, has led the Presbyterian forty 
shilling freeholders whom you mentioned, to set 
much less value on the franchise than they for- 
merly did ? —I should think it has led to that effect, 
it spread the franchise over the Roman Catholics; 
and it was considered a priyilpge a good deal 
wzeakened and diluted in consequence of this. 

Are the Presbytfrian freeholders brought in 
large numbers to vote and subject to the control of 
an individual who dictates to them how they are to 
vote ?— •! should think it would be considered an 
unkind thing to interfere with a forty shilling free- 
holder, in inducing him to vote contrary to his 
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iD^itances of such interference ; it would only sub- 
ject the tenant to vexations and unkindnesses. 

Does the landlord now apply to them, and re^ 
quest them to vote as he wishes them, co* is it con- 
sidered as a matter of cour&e, that they are bound 
to vote as he wishes ? — It is not quite considered- 
as a matter of course ; but I dare say he applies 
to them. 

And in consequence of that relation that sub-« 
siiits between landlord and tenant, the tenant 
generally does vote as his landlord wishes ?-— 
Generally, he does* 

John Oodley, Esq.y examined.— -^Qth of MaVy 
1825. 

Are there many absentees in the counties of 
Leitrim and Cavan ? — Not many in Cavan, but 
a great many in Leitrim. 

Do you conceive that great mischief arises 
from that cause ?---! conceive that misdiief arises 
from absenteeship, if the persons who are ab- 
sentees would exert themselves in the improve*^ 
ment of the country if at home; but the mere 
absence of an individual who would not do any 
thin^ if he was at home, I think is not a matter of 
much importance. 

Do you conceive that raising of the qualification 
of the freeholders to ten pounds would have any 
considerable effect in reducing their number and 
checking the subdivision of land 1—1 do not think 
it would. 

Why do you think it would not?-— I think that 
according to tlie manner in which the freeholders 
calculate their qualification for voting, the number 
would be almost as great as heretofore. Almost 
every individual who holds a small farm, would 
consider himself safe in swearing he was a t^B 
pound freeholder ; the words of the oath are, that 
he has a freehold therein of the value of, sup« 
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pose, ten pounds, over and above all charges pay-*- 
able out of the same. By charges payable out of 
the same, they mean rent and taxes only ; and aa 
individual holding six acres of land at a moderate 
rent,'will generally have ten pounds over thatrent^ 
tithes and taxes. ^ 

From what period do you think the disfran- 
chisement of the forty shilling freeholders ought 
to take place?— If it is to take place atall, I think 
it ought ta take place instanter. 

Do not you think it would be desirable to rais6 
the qualification to ten pounds ?— Ido not think it 
would be very useful, particularly if prospective^ 
however other persons are of a different opinion, 
and they think it is better if you cannot gel much 
to get a little. 

R. P. Macdonnell, Esq. examined. — 27th May^ 

1825. 

Have you known cases in which oaths have, 
been administered in the court of petty sessions 
in an irreverend manner?— I have not seen them 
administered in an irreverend manner at those 
petty sessions ; but I conceive they are very much 
so at the registering of freeholders. 

What have you seen occur there with regard to 
administering oaths?— 1 have seen them admi- 
nistered in soch an irreverend and careless man- 
ner, that individuals did not know whether they 
were sworn. or not; I have been present on a very 
late occasion, where an intelligent and respecta- 
ble man who came to register a freehold, after 
waiting some time, inquired when he was to be 
sworn ; he was told by the magistrates in reply, 
that he had been sworn ; he stared with surprise, 
and walked away. 

Was not the book put into his hands when he 
was sworn ? — I do not know. 

Is the book generally put into the hands of 
persons that are sworn upon those occasions?---It 
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rs frequently only pre^otecl to the individual 
stippo»ed to swear ; I have seen persons who did 
not understand a word of the English language, 
asked in Irish w^hether that aifidavit was right, 
oot'K word of which had been read to hini in any 
language. 

Can a man be sworn without kissing the book? 
He cannot be sworn on the book, without kissing, 
the book. 

Can a man be ignorant whether he has kissed 
the book or no ? — I should think not ; there is 
something extraordinary in the despatch when the 
man should not know whether he was sworn or 
not. 

Might it not be that the man was doubtful 
upon what occasion and for what purpose he was 
• sworn ?— He came there for the purpose of regis-, 
tering. 

Was he in that case re-sworn 1 — No, he was 
not. 

Then he did not sign his name to the affidavit? 
I imagine he must have signed his name pre- 
paratory to his swearing. 

Though he said he was not sworn, he being a 
respectable individual? — Yes. 

Is riot the practice to sign the affidavit before 
they are sworn ; is not the object of the affidavit 
to swear that that is the hand-writing as previously 
written? — The name and hand-writing is first 
added. 

Did you see the persons who were sworn, each 
individual of them kiss the book at any of those 
sessions ?— No, I have not seen them kiss the 
book at the registry 1 allude to. 

Is the practice for the parties when sworn , 
singly to take the book in their hands and kiss 
it?— I have seen a registry of freeholders, and 
they did not kiss the book ; they were merely 
asked if the affidavit w^as right. 

You say you have seen this done, the affidavit* 
being written in English, and the persons who 
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were called upon to swear not being able to un- 
derstand English ?— I have ; they were asked in 
Irish by the person administering the oath if it 
was right. 

Did the respectable person you speak of under- 
stand English ? — Yes, perfectly ; he was a man 
of education, he was acquainted, I believe, with 
English, French, and other languages. 

Is it not the case that an oath is not considered 
binding by the lower orders generally unless they 
kiss the book, have you not seen instances of 
thati — I do not know what the feeling is in that 
respect ; I should rather imagine they do not con- 
sider it to be binding unless they put their lips to 
the book. 

Have you never seen an instance of a person 
taking the book, and putting it to his lips without 
kissing it, swearing what was evidently false ; 
kissing his thumb for instance ?— I believe they 
consider, when they touch it with their lips, that 
it has fairly committed them, and not otherwise. 
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